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Introduction
My mother was Grace Florence Brorström (1916-2000). All four of her
grandparents were Swedes who immigrated to America in the 1880’s. I have
been using DNA on the Ancestry.com website to learn more about each of the
families represented by these four Swedish immigrants; their family names were
Brorström, Wennström, Larsson, and Larsson. And yes, a Larsson married a
Larsson after they came to America.
Out of all four of my mother’s grandparents, I have the fewest DNA relationships
with descendants of my mother’s maternal grandmother (mormor in Swedish) –
this woman was Ida Gustava Larsson (1871-1954). So when I find a new one, it
is really something very special.
This narrative discusses DNA evidence that extends the Ida Gustava Larsson line
back in time. Quite frankly, the DNA matches that are presented in this document
are really amazing to see, and they provide strong support for the genealogical
record.
Bergum, Sweden
Ida Gustava Larsson was born in 1871 in Bergum Parish, Sweden. So let me start
this narrative by providing a little background information about Bergum. This
parish is located northeast of Gothenburg in what was Älvsborg County at the
time of Ida Gustava’s birth, although it now is part of Västra Götaland County. Ida
Gustava would have been baptized in the Bergum Parish Church, and her family
would have worshiped there.

Map showing the location of Bergum, northeast of Gothenburg

Map showing the location of the Bergum Parish Church
(just to the north of the cross in the center of the map).

Satellite view of the Bergum Parish Church.

The Bergum Parish Church
(photo taken by Burks on 10 May 2019)

View of the landscape from the back of the Bergum Parish Church property
(photo taken by Burks on 10 May 2019)

ThruLines™ for a Couple who were my Fifth-Great Grandparents
In February 2019, Ancestry.com released a beta version of its ThruLines™
software. This software first identifies my DNA matches (that is, the individuals
with whom I have matching segments of DNA, indicating a common ancestor)
and then examines my family tree and theirs, seeking to discover how we are
related. An important feature of this software is that it also examines all of the
family trees on Ancestry.com as it seeks to discover these genealogical
connections.
I have been systematically working my way through my ThruLines™ on
Ancestry.com, as well as the ThruLines™ of my Swedish-American first-cousins –
Peter, Annmarie, Susan, and Stuart – since their Swedish relatives are also my
Swedish relatives. The ThruLines™ are organized in a hierarchical manner,
starting with a person’s two parents and going all the way to the person’s one
hundred twenty-eight 5th-great grandparents. I finally got to my fifth-great
grandparents Torsten Andersson Bärnström (1750-1815) and his wife Katarina
Andersdotter (1759-1829).

This couple were the 2nd-great grandparents of the Swedish immigrant Ida
Gustava Larsson, and in turn, Ida Gustava was my great-grandmother. Part of Ida
Gustava’s pedigree is shown here:

This pedigree shows that Katarina Andersdotter was Ida Gustava’s mormor’s
mormor.
I first looked at my ThruLines™ for Katarina Andersdotter.

This ThruLines™ is unremarkable, in that it just shows my line back to Katarina
Andersdotter – I am descended from her daughter Maria Torstensdotter. This
line goes back through my mother’s mormor, Ida Gustava Larsson. Well, I guess
that one remarkable feature of this line is that all of my ancestors in this line are
women. [Note that I have omitted my DNA matches with my Swedish-American
first-cousins from this chart.]
I next looked at Annmarie’s ThruLines™ for Katarina Andersdotter:

I immediately saw that Annmarie’s ThruLines™ for Katarina Andersdotter was
different than mine. She has a DNA match with a woman named Patricia Ann
Wesen Garwood, who is descended from Katarina Andersdotter through her
daughter A. Torstensdotter (full name Annicka Torstensdotter). According to
this ThruLines™, Patricia and Annmarie are sixth cousins.
I opened both of these lines to view the entire ThruLines™:

Patricia Ann’s father was Clayton Wesen, so it would appear that her maiden
name was Patricia Ann Wesen, and her married name is Garwood.
Here are the details of Annmarie’s DNA match with Patricia Ann:

Patricia has her family tree (pedigree) on the Ancestry.com website:

Oh my! She only has her father (Clayton Wesen) in her family tree. This means
that the ThruLines™ software somehow figured out how to go from her father
back to Katarina Andersdotter.
The noted genetic genealogist Arthur Sissman warns about using ThruLines™ as
anything more than a starting point for research.1 The genealogical connections
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shown in ThruLines™ definitely should not be taken as fact. So the big question
here for me is: How did the ThruLines™ software do this? That is, how did it
connect Clayton Wesen back to Katarina Andersdotter?
The ThruLines™ shows Clayton Wesen’s mother and his maternal grandfather,
and their information was in the Jansson/Karlsson Släktträd owned by
jansson_annika. Here is Clayton’s mother, Edith Elvira Lydia Osterberg:

Yes, this family tree shows Clayton (in the lower left) with the same birth and
death dates as in Patricia’s tree. I note that Edith Osterberg was born in
Minnesota and died in Montana.

The screenshot above also shows that Edith Elvira’s father was John Henrik
Österberg (1859-1932), and his information is:

John Henrik Österberg lived in Älvsborg, Sweden, and immigrated to America; he
died in North Dakota.
John Henrik’s father was Johan Frederick Österberg (1838-1937).

John Fredrick also was born in Sweden and immigrated to America. He died in
Spokane, Washington.
Continuing back on this line, John Fredrick’s father was a Swede named Johannes
F. Österberg (1814-1870):

And finally, Johannes’ father was Annicka Torstendotter (1787-1824). Although
this entire line is in the family tree owned by jansson_annika, the ThruLines™
software used the entry for Annicka Torstendotter from Sawesen21’s family
tree:

Gosh, this all looks OK. Certainly the ThruLines has the correct dates and
locations and all the lines check. And it was nice that all this information was in a
single family tree (owned by jansson_annika).
I note that Sawesen21’s research interests on Ancestry.com include the
Österberg family in Montana. Recall that Edith Elvira Lydia Österberg died in
Montana.
Katarina appears in some trees as Catharina or Catarina (my records have
Katarina):

Katarina’s husband Torsten has an even more interesting name. My records have
Torsten Andersson Bärnström. Others have:

Since Torsten and Katarina were husband and wife, the ThruLines™ that
Annmarie has for Torsten should be the same as the one for Katarina, and it is. It
turns out that my first-cousin Stuart Eck also has a DNA match with Patricia Ann
Wesen Garwood. Here is his ThruLines™ for Torsten Bärnström (Banström):

This looks just the same as Annmarie’s ThruLines™ for Katarina Andersdotter.
In looking at my other Swedish-American first-cousins, it turns out that Peter
also has a DNA match with Patricia:

Peter’s family tree on the Ancestry.com website doesn’t go back far enough to
have a ThruLines™ for either Torsten or Katarina.
It is amazing that Annmarie, Peter, and Stuart all have DNA matches with a sixthcousin. This really is at the far extreme of autosomal DNA. The following chart
from Blaine T. Bettinger’s research shows the amount of shared DNA for various
relationships:

According to this chart, sixth cousins (6C) average 21 cM, with a range of 0-86
cM.

Patricia’s Daughter Stacy Garwood
I also searched through Annmarie’s DNA matches to see if she had matches with
any other members of the Wesen family. Recall that Patricia’s maiden name was
Wesen. This search turned up a Stacy Garwood:

Stacy’s pedigree is on the Ancestry.com website:

Stacy’s pedigree shows that her maternal grandfather was Clayton Wesen, so this
means that she has to be the daughter of Patricia Wesen Garwood. And she also
has DNA matches with Stuart and Peter. They are sixth-cousins, once-removed.
How amazing to have a DNA match that has survived for so many generations!
About Patricia Ann Wesen Garwood
A search for Patricia Ann Wesen Garwood on Google turned up her father’s entry
on FindAGrave.com, which included his full obituary [see Appendix]. This
obituary included
He is survived by his wife Pearl Wesen of Glasgow, his children
Evelyn and Ivy Wells of Mountain Home, Idaho, Patricia and Ron
Garwood of Nashua, MT, Gary Wesen of Glasgow, and Beverly and
Mark Falcon of Glasgow.
So Patricia lives in Nashua, Montana, with her husband Ron Garwood. I Googled
them and found their address – on a farm on Garwood Road. So it seems that this
branch of the Österberg family is still residing in Montana.
Can We Go Back Farther?
While I was looking at Torsten Andersson Bärnström and Katarina Andersdotter,
I wondered how far back this line goes.
One more generation is found in Saweson21’s tree. Here is Torsten’s father:

And here is Torsten’s mother:

Here is Katarina’s father:

Finally, here is Katarina’s mother:

It turns out that these people also are found in other trees on the Ancestry.com
website. I have no idea if these trees are correct or not, so please take the
following with a grain of salt.
Here is Katarina’s pedigree:

Torsten’s is much more interesting. Here is the first part of it:

Looking at the mormor-mor line at the bottom:

This line goes back to Denmark in the 1400’s!!
Conclusion
In this narrative, I have described DNA matches that three of my SwedishAmerican first-cousins have with Patricia Ann Wesen Garwood and her daughter
Stacy Garwood. Patricia and Stacy are descended from Torsten Andersson
Bärnström and his wife Katarina Andersdotter, who were the great-grandparents
of my great-grandmother Ida Gustava Larsson. My cousins and I are sixthcousins of Patricia, and sixth-cousins once-removed of Stacy.
My cousins and I have very few DNA matches connecting with ancestors of Ida
Gustava Larsson. So it is really outstanding to see this one. Thank goodness I can
view my first-cousins DNA matches on Ancestry.com, since I don’t have DNA
matches with these distant relatives.
Overall, these DNA matches provide strong support for the genealogical record,
and confirm our Swedish roots in Älvsborg County in the mid-1700’s.

Appendix
Here is some information from the FindAGrave.com website about Clayton
Wesen, who was my fifth-cousin once-removed.
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/182012688/clayton-a-wesen
Clayton A. Wesen
NAME: Clayton A. Wesen Age: 89
DATELINE: Glasgow, Montana
DATE OF DEATH: Wednesday December 28, 2005
CAUSE OF DEATH: Natural Causes
PLACE OF DEATH: Valley View Nursing Home in Glasgow, Montana
SERVICE: Saturday December 31, 2005 at 2:00 P.M.
PLACE OF SERVICE: First Lutheran Church in Glasgow, MT
INTERMENT: Highland Cemetery in Glasgow, MT
MORTUARY IN CHARGE: Bell Mortuary of Glasgow, MT
Clayton A. Wesen was born in Mohall, North Dakota on January 16, 1916 to Louis
and Elvira Wesen. They lived in North Dakota until 1924, when they moved to
Glasgow, Montana where the Wesen family homesteaded at the present Wesen
family farm. Clayton was the second oldest out of six boys, and a brother to four
sisters.
When Clayton was five years old he had polio, and missed a year of school. He
had to relearn how to crawl and walk. It resulted in his left leg being shorter and
his left side markedly smaller. He was just as active as the other children, and he
graduated from Glasgow High School in 1934.
Clayton worked in the CC Corp, and in 1939 he attended Radio School in San
Francisco. He enlisted in the Army in 1941 in the Communication branch, where
he was stationed in Alaska. On one of his leaves in Edmonton, Alberta, he met
Pearl Zamotsony. After a few years of being pursued, the couple were joined in
marriage on August 19, 1944. This blessed union lasted 61 years.
After their wedding, Clayton was stationed in New Orleans to train for the
European Theatre. Pearl joined him in March, and they resided in the French
Quarter. Fortunately the war ended in June, and Clayton was discharged from the
service in late October. The couple returned to Glasgow where they lived,
worked, and raised their family.

They were blessed with four children, Evelyn, Patricia, Gary and Beverly. Clayton
worked as a service technician for Glasgow Electric, Rundle's, and later Wesen's,
where he also built and repaired bicycles. Clayton would also fix lunch for his
kids when they came home during school. Bread and gravy was his specialty and
they all would watch "Days of Our Lives" together while they ate. He had also
mastered the art of making the best popcorn around. He was an avid hunter of
game and birds, with his son and his brothers.
Every summer the family would take vacations to visit relatives. They traveled to
Canada many times to visit their maternal grandparents, to the World's Fair in
Seattle, and to Minnesota. Many times we also took extra friends along.
Clayton and Pearl loved to square dance. It was usually three nights a week and a
yearly trip to the International Square Dance Convention. Clayton also had a
green thumb and loved working in his large gardens. He planted and prepared
for the growing season all year round. He grafted peach branches to apple trees
and one summer he planted purple potatoes. He was best known for his very
large and beautiful geranium plants.
Clayton and Pearl were very fortunate to be able to travel to many places in the
United States and Canada. They visited Washington D.C., New York, Pittsburgh,
Orlando, Toronto, and Hawaii. Clayton retired in 1988 when he was 72 years old.
He continued gardening and working in his shop at home. Clayton was very
active in the community and the First Lutheran Church. He was a member of the
Chamber of Commerce, Jaycee's, Legion, and belonged to the Lutheran
Brotherhood. He was a HAMM Radio Operator and attended many picnics with
other amateur radio operators from around the state. He was also a member of
the 843rd Battalion, and attended many reunions all around the USA.
The past seven years Clayton was cared for by his wife Pearl after fracturing both
hips. He resided in Valley View Sunshine Square for the past three years and was
cared for lovingly by the wonderful care givers there.
Clayton was preceded in death by his brothers, Alton and Forrest, his sister, Vera,
and his grandson Christopher.
He is survived by his wife Pearl Wesen of Glasgow, his children Evelyn and Ivy
Wells of Mountain Home, Idaho, Patricia and Ron Garwood of Nashua, MT, Gary
Wesen of Glasgow, and Beverly and Mark Falcon of Glasgow. He was blessed with
12 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren whom he dearly loved and enjoyed.
He is also survived by his brothers: Maurice and John Wesen of Glasgow, Paul

Wesen of Federal Way, Washington; by his sisters Rita Herbold of Glasgow, June
Kimpton of Seattle, and Myrna Bell of Sheridan, Wyoming. He also has many
nieces and nephews, great nieces and nephews that were all a very important
part of his life.
Clayton was a kind and gentle man. He was a loving and supportive husband,
father, brother, and friend. He will be missed by all who knew him.

