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I recently learned that Ancestry.com has a “Notifications” feature that I never had 
used previously.  The “Notifications” can be accessed by clicking on the bell-
shaped icon on the webpage showing one’s DNA matches: 
 

 
 
Here are my most recent notifications (as of a few days ago): 
 

 
 
The fourth notification on this panel was “You and Hannes Hallgren share DNA.  
Explore the match.” 
 
Clicking on the text of this notification took me to a new page where I could view 
my DNA match with Hannes: 



 
 
Hannes and I share 98 cM of DNA.  Since his DNA “test results” are not linked to 
his family tree, it wasn’t possible for software on Ancestry.com to calculate how 
Hannes and I are related to each other. 
 
I next went to Hannes’ profile page: 
 

 
 
I learned that Hannes is a Swede who lives in Göteborg (Gothenburg), and that he 
is in his 40’s. 
 
Based solely on the size of our DNA match, Ancestry.com showed the probability 
of us having various genealogical relationships: 
 



 
 
According to this chart, Hannes and I have a 48% probability of being second-
cousins once-removed, a 29% probability of being third-cousins, a 12% 
probability of being second-cousins, and a 7% probability of being third-cousins 
once-removed. 
 
I next looked at our “Shared DNA Matches”.  In order to be on this list, an 
individual has to have DNA matches with both Hannes and me that are at least 20 
cM in size.  Here are our top three shared matches: 
 

 



The three individuals on this list include Amy Oakley (my younger daughter), as 
well as Stuart Eck and Susan Baker.  Stuart and Susan are my Swedish-American 
first-cousins – their father, Paul Thure Brorstrom Jr. (1913-2001), was my 
mother’s brother. 
 
Since I have access to the DNA “tests” for all three of these individuals, I decided 
to look at how they match Hannes.  Here is Amy’s match: 
 

 
 
Amy and Hannes share 52 cM of DNA. 
 
Here is Susan’s match: 
 

 
 
Susan and Hannes share 42 cM of DNA, which is less than half as much as I share 
with Hannes. 
 
Here is Stuart’s match: 
 

 
 
Stuart and Hannes share 37 cM of DNA. 



Two of my Uncle Paul’s other children (Peter, Annmarie) have had their DNA 
“tested” on Ancestry.com.  Interestingly, neither of them has a DNA match with 
Hannes. 
 
I note that Peter, Annmarie, Susan, and Stuart are all my first-cousins.  My mother 
and their father were siblings.  So I should have exactly the same relationship 
with Hannes as they do.  And here I learn that I have a large 98 cM match with 
Hannes, two of my first-cousins have smaller 42 cM and 37 cM matches, and two 
of them don’t have DNA matches with Hannes at all.  Quite a difference in the way 
that autosomal DNA is inherited, for sure. 
 
I wondered if my rather larger DNA match with Hannes was an outlier.  So I 
looked at the possible relationships that my cousin Susan has with Hannes: 
 

 
 
As expected, since Susan’s DNA match with Hannes is smaller than my match 
with Hannes, Ancestry.com predicted that Susan and Hannes were likely to be 
more distant relatives.  For example, Susan and Hannes have a 24% probability 
of being third-cousins once-removed, whereas Hennes and I have a 7% 
probability of having this same relationship (again, based solely on the size of the 
DNA matches). 
 
I went on to look at the other shared DNA matches that I have with Hannes: 
 



 



 
Oh my!  I recognize the names of most of these people, and all of them have 
ancestors who lived in Fjärås, Sweden.  My great-grandfather, Lars Emil Larsson 
(1864-1945), lived in Fjärås before he immigrated to America in the early 1880’s.  
So it certainly appears that my genealogical connection to Hannes Hallgren must 
go back to Fjärås through my Larsson line. 
 
I’ll now provide some brief details for just a few of my shared DNA matches with 
Hannes: 
 

 Robert Bergmark:  Lars Emil Larsson had a sister named Anna Louise 
Larsson, and she married Olaf Bergmark.  They had a son named Olaf 
Wilmer Bergmark, and Olaf’s son was Robert Bergmark.   

 
http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/BergmarkLarssonConnection.pdf 

 
 Ginger Greenzang:  Ginger is descended from Lars Hansson (1788-1838), 

who was the paternal grandfather of Lars Emil Larsson. 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/GingerWalgren-HanssonCousin.pdf 
 

 M.T.:  Mark Daniel Thackaberry Jr. (1945-2016).  Mark also was descended 
from Lars Hansson (1788-1838) and his wife Anna Börjesdotter (1795-), 
and they were the paternal grandparents of Lars Emil Larsson. 

 
http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/ThackaberryLarssonConnection.pdf 

 
 
At this point, I thought it would be good to review my Larsson ancestral line back 
to Fjärås: 
 

 
 
This brief chart shows that Lars Emil Larsson was the son of Börje Larsson and 
his wife Anna Helena Andersdotter.  I believe that Lars Emil was born Lars Emil 
Börjesson, and that he changed his last name to Larsson when he immigrated to 
America. 



So now let me return to my genealogical relationship to Hannes Hallgren.  How 
close could I be?  Recall that based on my large DNA match with Hannes, perhaps 
we are third-cousins.  But based on Susan Baker’s smaller DNA match with 
Hannes, perhaps we are third-cousins once-removed. 
 
The following chart shows that third-cousins share second-great grandparents, 
while a third-cousin once-removed would be the child of a third-cousin: 
 

 
 
In the case of my Larsson line going back to Fjärås, my second-great 
grandparents were Börje Larsson and his wife Anna Helena Andersdotter.  So 
based solely on the DNA matches that my Swedish-American cousins and I have 
with Hannes, I would want to look closely to see if Hannes was descended from 
the Larsson-Andersdotter couple. 
 
And what do you think I found? 
 
 
 
 
[Scroll down…..] 
 
 
 
 



Well, it turns out that I sent Hannes a message using the messaging system on 
Ancestry.com.  Here is part of his reply: 
 

 
 
A rough translation of this would be: 
 

Hello again Burks! 
 
Have looked further into how we are related.  It is true that we have 
common relatives in Fjärås. 
 
Börje Larsson born 1835 and Anna Helena Andersdotter born 1837 had a 
number of children together. 
 
Lars Emil Larsson, whom you wrote about, is the brother of Hilda Evelina 
Börjesdotter, born 23 June 1862 in Fjärås, (and she) is my grandfather’s 
grandmother. 
 
I think my father has some old photos from Hilda Evelina Börjesdotter’s 
daughter Hanna Elisabeth Carlsson saved.  So if these would be of interest 
to see, I can try to get these photos. 
 
Lars Emil Larsson is thus Hanna Elisabeth Carlsson’s paternal uncle. 
 
With best wishes Hannes Hallgren 

 
Oh my!  How nice to learn about this!  As I predicted, Hannes and I are both 
descended from my second-great grandparents, Börje Larsson and Anna Helena 
Andersdotter. 
 
I went on to view this information in Hannes’ family tree on the Ancestry.com 
website.  Here is the first part of Hannes’ pedigree chart: 
 



 
 
This chart shows Hannes’ line back to his second-great grandmother, Hilda 
Evelina Börjesdotter, who is marked with a red star. 
 
Continuing back from Hilda, Hannes’ family tree shows her parents, Börje 
Larsson and Anna Helena Andersdotter (the ancestors that I have in common 
with Hannes): 
 

 
 
I note that Hannes’ tree goes back to Jonas Hammar and Ingeborg Persdotter 
Blåck, and I have written about this couple previously: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/JonasHammar-IngeborgBlåck.pdf 
 
 
I realized that my entry for Börje Larsson on Ancestry.com is very incomplete: 
 



 
 
For quite some time now, I have known that Börje and Anna had other children 
in addition to Lars Emil.  In fact, one of my first interactions with a Swedish DNA 
cousin was ten years ago, when Göran Grottling (a Swede from Göteborg) did 
some excellent research about my Swedish ancestors.1  Here is an excerpt from 
the PDF file he sent me in 2013: 
 

 
 
Note that all of Börje’s children had the surname Börjesson or Börjesdotter.  
Again, I believe that Lars Emil took the surname Larsson when he immigrated to 
America. 
 
Göran’s research clearly shows that Lars Emil had a sister Hilda Evelina 
Börjesdotter (born 23 June 1862), and Hilda Evelina was Hanne’s second-great 
grandmother.  I don’t know why I hadn’t updated my profiles for Börje Larsson 
and Anna Helena Andersdotter on Ancestry.com. 
 
 
 

 
1 Göran and I also have common ancestors in Fjärås.  We both are descended from Anna 
Helena Andersdotter’s mother's parents.  See: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/GöranGrottling-LarssonConnection.pdf 



Here is a better profile for Börje Larsson from Kent Stenborg (who has an 
extensive family tree on Ancestry.com – with more than 115,000 entries): 
 

 
 
But even this tree is missing Börje’s fifth child, Helga Bernhardina Börjesdotter. 
 
I finally created a chart showing how Hannes and I are related: 
 

 
 
If I have all this correct, then Hannes and I are third-cousins once-removed 
(3C1R), which is just about what I thought I would find, based on the size of the 
DNA matches. 
 
At this point, I thought it would be good to create an overall chart, showing how 
Hannes and I are related to some of our DNA matches with roots in Fjärås.  So 
here is such a chart, shown in landscape view: 
 



 
 
I note that each individual at the bottom of the various ancestral lines has a DNA match with both Hannes and me that is at least 20 cM in size. 



The overall chart begins at the top with Hans Larsson and his wife Svenborg 
Eriksdotter (labelled with a red #1).  This couple were my fourth-great 
grandparents. 
 
Immediately below the Larsson-Eriksdotter couple is their son, Lars Hansson 
(labelled #2), who was my third-great grandfather.  As an aside, I always think of 
this as a quirk of the Swedish patronymic naming system – Hans Larsson had a 
son Lars Hansson.  And I never can keep these names straight. 
 
The chart continues with the third-row from the top.  It shows that Lars Hansson 
(#2) and his wife Anna Börjesdotter had three children, Inger Helena Larsdotter 
(#3), Börje Larsson (#4), and Anna Louisa Larsdotter (#5).  These three children 
produced the seven ancestral lines shown in the chart – leading to the DNA 
matches with the last person in each line. 
 
At the left, there are two lines connecting back through Inger Helena Larsdotter 
(#3); these lines are through her children Hilda Andreasdotter and Johan Frans 
Walgren.  I note that the son was born Johan Frans Andreasson, but he changed 
his surname to Walgren when he immigrated to America. 
 
In the middle of the chart are three ancestral lines connecting back through Börje 
Larsson (#4), who was my second-great grandfather.  These three lines connect 
back through Börje Larsson’s children, Anna Louisa Larsson, Hilda Börjesdotter, 
and Lars Emil Larsson.  Of course, Lars Emil was my great-grandfather.  The 
three lines going back through Börje Larsson lead to Robert Bergmark, Hannes 
Hallgren, and me (and my daughter Amy). 
 
Finally, at the right of the chart are ancestral lines connecting back through Anna 
Louisa Larsdotter (#5).  These lines connect back through her sons Albert T. 
Lindgren and Axel T. Lindgren, and they lead to pdrpam1 and Mark Thackaberry 
Jr. 
 
Of course, there are more individuals who have shared DNA matches with 
Hannes and me (such as my Swedish-American cousins Susan and Stuart), but 
my aim with this chart was to have at least one DNA match for each line back to 
the original Larsson-Eriksdotter couple. 
 
I have to add that I think it is really amazing that DNA matches like this can be 
used to confirm the genealogical record, going back to a couple born in the 
middle 1700’s in the small village of Fjärås, Sweden.  Really, really amazing! 
 
One more point.  As I look back on this narrative, I realize that my DNA match 
with Hannes Hallgren is the first match I have with a descendant of Börje Larsson 
(and his wife Anna Helena Andersdotter), other than with descendants of Lars 
Emil Larsson.  Here is my ThruLines® chart for Börje Larsson: 
 



 
 
Note that this chart doesn’t show any DNA matches with descendants of Börje 
Larsson other than through his son Lars Emil Larsson (my great-grandfather).  In 
fact, all my DNA matches on the line going back to Börje Larsson are with 
descendants of Börje’s granddaughter, Edna Florence Larsson.   
 
Here is my ThruLines® chart for Edna Florence Larsson: 
 

 
 
This chart shows my DNA matches with four of my Uncle Paul Brorström’s 
children and one of his grandchildren, as well as my DNA match with my 
daughter Amy. 
 



I also have DNA matches with Susan’s son Robert Baker and with Stuart’s 
daughter Jessica Lynn Eck, but Ancestry.com doesn’t include them in my 
ThruLines® chart, presumably due to errors in their family trees. 
 
One last item.  I have often said that I didn’t fully appreciate my Swedish heritage 
while growing up, since my mother didn’t really celebrate any Swedish holidays 
or embrace any Swedish traditions.  Well, I guess we always had a plum pudding 
at Christmas-time, and we did have a Swedish candelabra where angels turned 
around in the heat of the candle flame.  But that was about it.  I believe that my 
mother’s four grandparents – all Swedish immigrants – did all they could to 
become Americanized when they arrived in America.  And that most definitely 
included Lars Emil Larsson, who went by the name Louis instead of Lars.  In fact, 
my cousin Annmarie’s daughter Lauren lists Lars Emil Larsson in her family tree 
as Louis E. Larsson: 
 

 
 
And with that, I’ll wrap up this lengthy narrative. 
 
  



Appendix 
 
Here are some photos that I have taken on my visits to Fjärås. 
 

 
 

Sign by the road at the edge of town. 
 
 

 
 

Fjärås kyrka (Fjärås church) 
 
 

 
 

The view of the sea from the churchyard. 



 
 

The view of Lars Emil Larsson’s house from the churchyard. 
 
 
 

 
 

Yours truly standing in front of Lars Emil Larsson’s house in Fjärås. 


