My New DNA Match with D.T.

By Burks Oakley I1
8 November 2025

[ am interested in genetic genealogy - that is, the use of DNA to verify and to
extend my family tree. To that end, | make extensive use of the Ancestry.com
website. On a fairly regular basis (i.e., daily), I view my DNA matches on
Ancestry.com and filter them so that I only see those matches that | have not
viewed previously where software on the website has been able to identify our
common ancestors. Most of the time, this filtering process comes up empty - no
new matches with common ancestors. But a few days ago, [ saw that | had a new
DNA match with a woman having the username of D.T.:

°
DT. 4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed % Public linked tree
’ Managed by HowieDianeT Maternal side 87 people
\ 15 cM | <1% shared DNA &3 Common ancestor

D.T. and I share only 15 cM of DNA, which means we are fairly-distant relatives.
Software on the site determined that this was a “Maternal side” match, and since
my mother’s four grandparents all immigrated from Sweden in the 1880’s, [ was
pretty confident that our common ancestors would be a Swedish couple that
lived a few centuries ago.

I went on to look at my DNA match with D.T. I first viewed the panel showing
our common ancestors:

How are you and D.T. related?

Common Ancestors 2%

According to Ancestry member trees, these are
the common ancestors that connect you and DT.
View a common ancestor to see the relationship
path that connects you.

DXT. could be your 5th cousin through:

' Nils Martensson
4th great-grandfather

‘ 1722-1806

View Relationship

Johanna Persdotter
’ 4th great-grandmother
17371813
View Relationship

D.T. and I are most likely both descended from Nils Martensson (1722-1806) and
his wife Johanna Persdotter (1737-1813). This couple were my fourth-great
grandparents.



Nils Martensson was born in Vaxtorp and he died in Hasslov:

Nils Martensson *

BIRTH 1722 e Vaxtorp, Halland county, Sweden

DEATH 1806  Hasslov, Halland County, Sweden

[t appears that Johanna Persdotter lived her entire life in Hasslov:

Johanna Persdotter @

BIRTH 1737 « Hasslov, Halland County, Sweden

DEATH 1813 « Hasslov, Halland County, Sweden

Hasslov and Vaxtorp are small towns in southern Halland County, located just 7+

km apart, as shown on this Google map:
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I next looked at the chart showing how D.T. and I are most likely related:



Relationship to D.T.

You may be related to DT. through Nils Martensson

Nils Martensson Johanna Persdotter
: 4th great-grandfather 4th great-grandmother
1722-1806 1737-1813
[ 1
Ola Nilsson Mans Nilsson
: 3rd great-grandfather : 3rd great-granduncle
1775-1826 1767-1835
| | o
Kristina Olsdotter Sven Mansson
‘ 2nd great-grandmother : 1st cousin 4x removed
1821-1892 1802-1863
| | EVALUATE
B Wennstrom Nels (Nils) Swenson
‘ Great-grandmother ‘ 2nd cousin 3x removed
1855-1932 1850-1893
I | EVALUATE
Paul Thure Brorstrom Edwin N Swenson
: Maternal grandfather : 3rd cousin 2x removed
1884-1932 1883-1914
I EVALUATE
Grace F Brorstrom Elfreda Swenson
Mother ‘ 4th cousin 1x removed
1916-2000 1908-2002
Burks Oakley DT.
5th cousin

[ am descended from the Martensson-Persdotter couple through their son Ola
Nilsson (1775-1826), while D.T. is descended from this couple through their son
Mans Nilsson (1767-1835). Based on this relationship chart, D.T. and I are fifth-

cousins.

15 cM | 1 segments

[ went on to look at D.T.’s pedigree chart:

Swenson/Duwenhoegger Family Tree

DI.'s Linked Tree %* 87 People

< Expand tree

This is a preview of the public tree linked to DT.'s DNA results. Surnames that appear in both your tree and
DT's tree are marked in green and underlined.

William Herbert Duw... |

1865-1909
g Joseph William Duw...
1908-1961
- Otillia Lies
1871-1933
‘ Private

1883-1914

Judith Elfrieda Swen...
1908-2002
I

Elise Nelson
1877-1956

: Gregor Duwenhoegger
- ’ Elisabeth Naumann

' William Johann (Joh...
1837-1908
L ‘ Margaret

Edwin Nels Swenson |

| : John Anton Lies 2 Frank (Francois) Lies
o {ﬂ Maria / Mary Lehnen

L Margaret Stitz { } Abraham Stitz
1851-1878

Nels (Nils) Swenson
1850-1893

£ Olaf Djos J Olson
& LenaHansdotter

Kerstin (Christine ) O...
1859-1934

Andreas Nelson

Eleanna Petersdaug...

{ ’ Johanna Wilhelmina H...

& Johanna Wilhelmina H...

N N BN



I note that D.T.’s mother, Judith Elfrieda Swenson, was born in 1908. This means
that D.T. must be similar in age to me.

Based on the relationship chart on the previous page, D.T.’s ancestral line back to
the Martensson-Persdotter couple goes through her mother, and looking at D.T.’s
pedigree chart, it would appear that like me, her mother was fully Swedish.

Judith Elfrieda’s four grandparents had the surnames Swenson, Olson, Nelson,
and Petersdotter. The first two were both Swedish immigrants:

Nels (Nils) Swenson

BIRTH AUG 1850 e Voxtorp, Holland, Sweden
DEATH 11 JUL 1893 » Brandon, township, South Dakota, USA

Kerstin (Christine ) Olson

BIRTH 14 AUGUST 1859 e Dalarne, Sweeden
DEATH 20 APRIL 1934 « Brandon Township, Minnehaha, South Dakota

Both the people Americanized their first names — Nils became Nels and Kerstin
became Christine. Kerstin Olson probably was from Dalarna, not Dalarne.

[ went on to look at the ethnicity estimates for D.T.:

Ancestral regions

You DT.
49% Nordic : Sweden 48%
G
38% England : Southeastern 31%
England & Northwestern
Europe
——1
4% Western Europe : 16%
Northwestern Germany
q
3% Nordic : Iceland 0%
2% Western Europe : The 0%
Netherlands
1% Celtic & Gaelic : Munster, 0%
Ireland
1% England : West Midlands 0%
1% Central & Eastern Europe : 0%
Russia
1% West Africa : Nigeria 0%
0% Western Europe : 2%
Germans in Russia
0% Nordic : Norway 2%

0% Nordic : Finland 1%



As expected, D.T. is 48% Swedish, consistent with her mother being fully

Swedish.

I continued to examine my DNA match with D.T. I nextlooked at our “Shared
DNA Matches”. We have a total of twenty shared matches - here are eight of
them where our common ancestors are known:

Shared match:

' jimhorton311
g Managed by 0%
‘\ Cheryl Horton & %

Peterhorton58
Cl
, & %

Eva Josefsson
Managed by SternerJosefsson

-

Victoria
Murdoch- °% e
Murdock

.
B

robin
sonnenberg °% 4

s

-

sean hitchcock

0%
o

keith Hembre

Theresa Aberle
0
& ¥

b
s
o

Our first two shared matches are with Jim and Peter Horton. The Hortons are my

% Your:

Your:
2nd cousin

276 cM
Maternal side

Your:

2nd cousin
70cM
Maternal side

Your:

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed
25¢cM

Maternal side

Your:

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
23cM

Maternal side

Your:

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed
19cM

Maternal side

Your:

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
15cM

Maternal side

Your:

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
12cM

Maternal side

Your:

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin 2x

removed

10cM
Maternal side

’ DI's:

DT's:
4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed
25¢cM

DT's:
Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
24 cM

DT's:
4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed
23cM

DT's:
Half 2nd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin
63cM

DT's:
2nd cousin
198 cM

DT's:
Half 2nd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin
69 cM

DT's:
Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
29cM

DT's:
Half 2nd cousin 1x removed
104 cM

second-cousins, and we are descended from Berhardine Wennstrom, who was a
great-granddaughter of the Martensson-Persdotter couple. The other six
individuals on this list all go back to the Martensson-Persdotter couple.

Here is my ThruLines® chart for Nils Martensson:



ThruLines® for Nils Martensson

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 29 DNA matches through Nils Martensson.

Nils Martensson
2 4th great-grandfather
1722-1806

I l l

Kerstin Nilsdotter Mans Nilsson Ola Nilsson

’ 3rd great-grandaunt 2 3rd great-granduncle 2 3rd great-grandfather
1764-1822 1767-1835 1775-1826

@ 6DNAMatches > €@ 7DNA Matches > €©) 16 DNA Matches >

Kristina Olsdotter
‘ 2nd great-grandmother

1821-1892

B Wennstrom
Great-grandmother
1855-1932

Paul Thure Brorstrom
2 Maternal grandfather

1884-1032

Grace F Brorstrom
Mother
1916-2000

Burks Oakley

[ have a total of 29 DNA matches with descendants of the Martensson-Persdotter
couple. I obviously can’t show a diagram with all 29 people, so I'll just show a
few selected lines.

I should add that my ThruLines® chart for Nils Martensson’s wife, Johanna
Persdotter, looks identical to the chart for Nils himself.

Here is the part of the overall ThruLines® chart showing where Eva Josefsson
fits in:



ThruLines® for Nils Martensson

|

Sven Mansson
Tst cousin 4x removed
17911870

L4

€) 3DNAMatches

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 29 DNA matches through Nils Martensson.

EVALUATE

$

<

[

Kerstin Nilsdotter
3rd great-grandaunt

1764-1822

Per Mansson
1st cousin 4x removed

1798-1887

‘ | EVALUATE }
Kristina Persdotter
2nd cousin 3x removed

Nils Martensson
@ 4th great-grandfather
@ 2ocos

I

I

Mans Nilsson

24

@ 7 DNA Matches

1767-1835

-

Bengt Mansson

: Tst cousin 4x removed
1804-1885

€ 2DNAMatches v

3rd great-granduncle

>

<

I

Ola Nilsson
3rd great-grandfather

@ 16 DNA Matches >

$

Kristina Olsdotter
2nd great-grandmother
18211892

B Wennstrom
Great-grandmother

855-1932

1825-1916

l | EVALUATE | I

Johan Peter Nilsson § Paul Thure Brorstrom
! 3rd cousin 2x removed . Maternal grandfather
1850-1926 1884-1032
‘ | EVALUATE | 5
Z==1 Amon R G Johansson 3::::': Brorstrom
‘ 4th cousin Ix removed k0000
1894-1970
‘ EVALUATE
t Milli* F Amonsson 5 ¢
g 5th cousin
S 1932-2023
‘ Burks Oakley
Eva Josefsson

5th cousin Ix removed
25 cM | 1segments

Eva is descended from the Martensson-Persdotter couple through their daughter
Kerstin Nilsdotter. I have visited Eva and her husband Sterner multiple times
now. They live in Halmstad, Halland County, Sweden, and they have taken me all
around southern Halland County, including a number of visits to Hasslov.

Here is another part of the ThruLines® chart, showing where Sean Hitchcock,
Robin Sonneberg, and Victoria Murdoch-Murdock appear (recall that D.T. and I
have shared DNA matches with all three of these individuals):

ThruLines® for Nils Martensson

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 29 DNA matches through Nils Martensson.

Nils Martensson
4th great-grandfather

Mans Nilsson
3rd great-granduncle

a > Anna Mansdotter
| EVALUATE
Sven Mansson
: st cousin 4x removed
1802-1863
|
[ | EVALUATE | I | EVALUATE |
=] Magnus N Swenson Nels (Nils) Swenson
] 2nd cousin 3x removed 2nd cousin 3x removed
1836-1019 1850-1803
l [ l €@ 2DNAMatches v
| EVALUATE |
’ . Emil M Swenson @ Esther V Swenson
Q ' 3rd cousin 2x removed ¢ 3rd cousin 2x removed
1885-1938 e 1895-1984
) Mavis Elaine Swensen Joyce E Perrigo Dianne M Perrigo
#8 4th cousin Ix removed ‘ 4th cousin 1x removed ‘ 4th cousin 1x removed
1922-2003 1924- 1932-

| | |

£ RS VM
© © ©

sean hitchcock robin sonnenberg Victoria Murdoch-Murdock
5th cousin 5th cousin 5th cousin

15cM | 1 segments 19 cM | 2 segments 23 cM | 2 segments



Here is the part of the ThruLines® chart where D.T. herself appears:

ThruLines® for Nils Martensson

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 29 DNA matches through Nils Martensson.

Nils Martensson
4th great-grandfather

Mans Nilsson
3rd great-granduncle
~ > Anna Mansdotter
| | AL LA
Sven Mansson
‘ st cousin 4x removed
1802-1863

I

| | EVALUATE | l | EVALUATE |

] Magnus N Swenson Nels (Nils) Swenson
.} 2nd cousin 3x removed ‘ 2nd cousin 3x removed
1836-1919 1850-1893
€@ 3DNAMatches v l l l
: | EVALUATE | »
Edwin N Swenson Nels Eugene Swenson
3 3rd cousin 2x removed ‘ 3rd cousin 2x removed
1883-1014 1894-1968
‘ EVALUATE |
Elfreda Swenson Nels Eugene Swenson
‘ 4th cousin x removed : 4th cousin 1x removed
1908-2002 1924-1992
| | EVALUATE |
Private
DT 5th cousin
DT.
5th cousin

15 cM | 1segments

Theresa Aberle
5th cousin 1x removed

10 cM | 1 segments

This branch of the ThruLines® chart also includes my DNA match with Theresa
Aberle - another person on our list of shared DNA matches.

Finally, here is the branch of the ThruLines® chart that connects to Keith
Hembre, who also is on our list of shared DNA matches:



ThruLines® for Nils Martensson

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 29 DNA matches through Nils Martensson.

Nils Martensson

4th great-grandfather

A

l

Mans Nilsson

Kerstin Nilsdotter <

a

[
] | EVALUATE |
Sven Mansson

st cousin 4x removed
1802-1863

L4

€) 5DNA Matches >

g

> Ola Nilsson

3rd great-granduncle

| | EVALUATE |
Anna Mansdotter
st cousin 4x removed
1810-

l | EVALUATE

Bengt Peter Nilsson
2nd cousin 3x removed
1842-1920

:
e

Harry Everett Hembre Alberta M Hembre
4th cousin 1x removed ‘ 4th cousin Ix removed
| | EVALUATE |

1909-1980 1911-2008
James Harry Hembre
5th cousin AH

1941-2002
I Anne E Heller

5th cousin
KH

8 cM | 1segments

keith Hembre

5th cousin 1x removed

I | EVALUATE |
Augusta (Bentson
3rd cousin 2x removed
1866-1956

| EVALUATE

12cM | 1segments

Summary:

In this short narrative, I discussed various aspects of my DNA match on
Ancestry.com with a woman having the username of D.T. She and I are both
descended from Nils Martensson (1722-1806) and his wife Johanna Persdotter
(1737-1813). This couple were my fourth-great grandparents, and lived in
southern Halland County, Sweden. D.T. and I are fifth-cousins. We both have
essentially 50% Swedish ethnicity.

[ also discussed several aspects of my ThruLines® chart for Nils Martensson. I
have DNA matches with twenty-nine individuals who are descended from Nils
Martensson, and D.T. and [ have shared DNA matches with eight of these
individuals.



