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I am interested in genetic genealogy; that is, the use of DNA to confirm and to 
extend my family tree.  In this “work/hobby/pastime”, I make extensive use of 
the Ancestry.com website.  In the past year, Ancestry.com has released new 
software tools that aid users in sorting and viewing their DNA matches.  For 
example, users now can view their DNA matches “by parent”, so it is immediately 
obvious which side of the family tree a given DNA match is on.  Here are my DNA 
matches viewed “by parent”: 
 

 
 
At the time this screenshot was taken, I had 5,570 maternal DNA matches and 
49,684 paternal DNA matches. 
 
When I view just the maternal matches from largest to smallest, I’m really 
pleased to see that I now know how I am related to all but two of my largest 
twenty-five maternal matches.  One of the DNA matches that I had yet to figure 
out is with Colleen Reynolds – she is number twenty-three (by size) on this list: 
 
 
 



 
 
Colleen and I share 57 cM of DNA, and based on the size of this match, software 
on Ancestry.com predicted that we were most likely to be third-cousins once-
removed.  But there certainly are other possibilities, as shown in the following 
chart: 
 

 
 
Colleen and I have a 33% probability of being third-cousins once-removed, a 
30% probability of being third-cousins, and a 26% chance of being fourth-
cousins. 
 
Although I have known about my DNA match with Colleen for several years, I 
simply haven’t been able to figure out how we are related – and it isn’t for lack of 
effort.  To begin with, Colleen’s family tree consists of one person – herself: 
 



 
 
Colleen is one of my maternal DNA matches, and my mother was Grace Florence 
Brorström (1916-2000).  All four of her grandparents were Swedes who 
immigrated to America in the 1880’s.  So my mother would have been close to 
100% Swedish, which would make me close to 50% Swedish. 
 
When I viewed Colleen’s “ethnicity estimates”, I saw that she was 22% Swedish: 
 

 
 
Colleen also is 15% Danish and 3% Norwegian. 
 
So at this point, I know that Colleen is a maternal DNA match, she could be my 
third-cousin or fourth-cousin, and she has Swedish ancestry.  I note that third-
cousins share second-great grandparents, while fourth-cousins share third-great 
grandparents.  So this tells me where I should be looking for our common 
ancestors. 
 
Ancestry.com also has a new software tool that lets “Pro” users view the DNA 
matches that two individuals have in common – which they term “Shared DNA 



Matches”.  Here are the five largest DNA matches that I have in common with 
Colleen, sorted in order of descending size of my matches: 
 

 
 
My largest shared DNA match with Colleen is with my daughter Amy Oakley, and 
the next four shared matches are with my Swedish-American first-cousins – 
Peter, Susan, Annmarie, and Elizabeth.  These four individuals are children of my 
mother’s older brother, Paul Thure Brorström Jr. (1913-2001).  Colleen has DNA 
matches with my four first-cousins that range from 31 cM to 154 cM, which just 
shows how random the inheritance of autosomal DNA can be. 
 
I also viewed the list of “Shared DNA Matches” from Colleen’s perspective – that 
is, starting with her largest shared match and decreasing from there: 
 

 
 



Her largest match is with Peter Horton and her third-largest match is with Jim 
Horton.  The Hortons are grandsons of Ebba Maria Cecilia Brorström (1887-
1967), who was a younger sister of my maternal grandfather, Paul Thure 
Brorström Sr. (1884-1932). 
 
Some of our other Shared DNA Matches are quite important for figuring out how 
Colleen and I are related.  We have shared matches with four members of the 
Cederholm family: 
 

 
 
The Cederholm story is one of my most memorable findings in genetic 
genealogy.  My second-great grandfather, Malte* Jochim August Brorström 
(1816-1877), fathered a son out of wedlock in 1841.  The son took the inheritable 
surname of Cederholm as an adult, and his son, Emil Oscar Cederholm (1870-
1954), immigrated to America.  From a DNA perspective, the Cederholm line is 
identical to the Brorström line. 
 
I wrote about all this previously: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/CederholmRelationship.pdf 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/CederholmPresentation_21Feb22.pptx 
 
Jason Abraham is one of the Cederholm descendants listed above.  Here is a chart 
showing how Jason and I are related: 
 



 
 
One last “Shared DNA Match” is worth mentioning, and that is with Pippi 
Engstedt: 
 

 
 
Pippi is a Swede who lives in the Stockholm area, and we both are descended 
from Thure Petter Brorström (1768-1855): 



 
 
Thure Petter was my third-great grandfather, and he was the father of Malte 
Brorström.  All of these Shared DNA Matches certainly point to Colleen being a 
Brorström descendant.   
 
One of the other “features” of the Ancestry.com website is “Shared journeys”, 
which I believe shows geographical areas where common ancestors lived.  For 
my DNA match with Colleen, our “Shared journey” is “Central & Southern 
Sweden”: 
 

 
 
The Brorström family lived in Borrby, Skåne, Sweden, for multiple generations.  
Here is a Google Map showing the location of Borrby: 
 



 

 
 
You can’t get much farther south in Sweden than Borrby! 
 
Thure Petter was the priest at the church in Borrby, and he and his wife, as well 
as their son Malte and his wife, are buried next to the church.  Here is a selfie I 
took next to the church when I visited there in 2023: 
 

 
 
More photos from Borrby are in the Appendix. 
 
At this point, I have to admit that I was stumped.  I knew that Colleen Reynolds is 
a Brorström descendant.  I ruled out that she was a Cederholm descendant, 
since her DNA matches with known Cederholm descendants were too small.  I 
didn’t see that Colleen had any DNA matches with Wennström descendants, so I 



didn’t think that she was descended from Paulus Brorström and his wife 
Bernhardine Wennström. 
 
I always had a thought in the back of my mind that there was a second 
Brorström-Wennström couple – Bror ALFRED Constantin Brorström (1860-
1919) and his wife Alma* Sofia Wennström (1859-1895).  This is a case where 
two Brorström brothers married two Wennström sisters, and both couples 
immigrated to America and lived in the New York City area.  But if Colleen was 
descended from this second Brorström-Wennström couple, then I would expect 
Colleen to have one or more Wennström matches, and she doesn’t. 
 
In my notes for Colleen, I wrote “She has to be a Brorström descendant -- How 
about Bror ALFRED Brorström, who married a Wennström and immigrated to 
America?”  But this didn’t fit with the lack of Wennström DNA matches. 
 
I sent several messages to Colleen using the message system on Ancestry.com.  
She responded to the message I sent on 15 July 2025.  She wrote “My mother, 
Connie Caine Reynolds, recognizes your name.  She will get me our family tree in 
a few days and I will send it to you.  Have a good night and I’ll be in touch.” 
 
Bingo!  I certainly remember the name Connie Caine – I recall going to a family 
party (anniversary?  birthday?) that the Caine family hosted at a fancy ballroom 
in the NYC area when I was ten years old or so, when we were visiting my 
Grandma Brorström in Pleasantville, Westchester County, New York. 
 
I did a search of the hard drive on my Windows computer, and I found an address 
for Rick Caine in my mother’s address book (I had copied all the entries from her 
address book after she passed away in 2000).  But no Connie Caine.  But I was 
sure that I had heard her name sixty or more years ago. 
 
I went back to the entry for Bror ALFRED Constantin Brorström in my 
RootsMagic database: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  Alfred was married first to ALMA Sofia Wennström, and she died on 22 
April 1895.  He then married Alma Pettersson, and they had a daughter VIVIAN 
Albertina Louise Brorström (1908-1986).  I wondered if Vivian was the 
Brorström connection I was looking for. 
 



I went to Ancestry.com and searched for Vivian Brorström.  I found her in a 
number of family trees – here is her pedigree chart from the “Schaubhuth Family 
Tree”: 
 

 
 
Son of a gun!  Vivian was married to Wilbur Huggins Caine.  This has to be the 
connection.   
 
I then looked up this family on Ancestry.com, and found them listed in the 1950 
US Census: 
 



 
 
Yes!!!!!  Wilbur and Vivian’s oldest child was Constance A. Caine – and of course, 
she would be called “Connie” – and Colleen’s e-mail mentioned that her mother 
was Connie Caine Reynolds. 
 
A Google search on “Constance Caine Reynolds” turned up a document “In 
Memoriam: Clark G. Reynolds”: 
 



 
 

https://muse.jhu.edu/pub/1/article/423209/pdf 
 
Clark G. Reynolds was Connie’s husband; they were married for 42 years. 
 

 
 
 



A new search on Ancestry.com turned up this newspaper clipping 
 

 
 

Brooklyn Eagle 
 

Brooklyn, New York 
Sun, Dec 13, 1936 

Page 28 
 
Of course, I immediately sent Colleen an email note, informing her that I had 
figured out how we are related.  She replied with some family photos, including 
this one of Vivian and her husband Woody (apparently Wilbur went by the 
nickname Woody, and I certainly recall my mother mentioning the name “Woody 
Caine”): 
 



 
 
Quite a stylish couple, aren’t they?!! 
 
I added Wilbur, Connie, Clark, and Colleen to my RootsMagic database.  Here is a 
chart showing how Colleen and I are related: 
 

 
 



Colleen and I are third-cousins.  Our Most Recent Common Ancestors (MRCA) are 
Malte Brorström and his wife Mathilda Billing. 
 
As I look at the relationship chart on the previous page, Bror ALFRED and his 
second wife were both 100% Swedish.  So Vivian would also have been 100% 
Swedish, her daughter Connie would be 50% Swedish, and Connie’s daughter 
Colleen would be 25% Swedish.  And her ethnicity estimate is 22% Swedish.  It 
all fits! 
 
I really am pleased to have figured out this connection (with a little help from 
Colleen).  I’m kicking myself for not figuring this out on my own.  I had Bror 
ALFRED in my RootsMagic database, along with his second wife Alma Pettersson 
and their daughter Vivian: 
 

 
 
Why didn’t I pay attention to Vivian? 
 
I now know how I am related to all but one of my largest twenty-five maternal 
DNA matches.  That person is Courtney Owens, and based on our Shared DNA 
Matches, she clearly is a Brorström-Wennström descendant.  As I look at the 
children from Alfred Brorström’s first marriage, I’m thinking that Courtney could 
be descended from one of Alfred’s children from his first marriage to Alma Sofia 
Wennström.  Hopefully I’ll figure this out one day… 
 
 
 
  



Appendix:  Photos from Borrby, Skåne, Sweden 
 
I visited Borrby in May 2018 – I took a train from Malmö to Simrishamn, and then 
a local bus to Borrby.  At that time, the church steeple had been hit by lightning 
and was no more: 
 

 
 
Thure Petter Brorström and his son Malte Brorström (and their wives) are 
buried right next to the church.  Here is a selfie I took next to Malte’s gravestone, 
with Thure Petter’s gravestone inside the chains over my left shoulder: 
 

 
 
 
I also went to Borrby on my visit to Sweden in 2023.  This time I had a rental car, 
and I stopped in Borrby on my way from Kristianstad to Malmö.  I was surprised 
to see that the church steeple had been restored: 



 
 
Note that Thure Petter Brorström’s grave is in a prominent position next to the 
church.  The main church cemetery is several blocks down the street. 
 

 
 



Here is a close-up of Thure Petter’s gravestone.  It reads “Prosten Brorström”, 
which translates to “Priest Brorström” in English: 
 

 
 
Certainly a special place in our Brorström family history! 


