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Introduction 
 
My mother was Grace Florence Brorström (1916-2000).  Her paternal 
grandmother (farmor in Swedish) was Bernhardine Wennström (1855-1932), 
who immigrated to America with her husband Paulus Brorström in 1882.  So 
while my mother’s family name was Brorström, she was just as much Wennström 
as Brorström. 
 
I have been searching for Wennström relatives in America and in Sweden.  I have 
been helped in this process by my Swedish cousin Lena Kannesten (nee 
Wennström).  On 10 January 2018, she sent me the following scan via e-mail: 
 

 



This document shows a number of my Wennström cousins living in Sweden.  I am 
slowly working my way through this list, trying to learn what I can about these 
relatives.  Barbro Wennström Blomberg appears in the right-hand column of the 
scan on the previous page; I met her when I was in Malmö in May 2018.  Barbro 
mentioned her niece Cecilia Liljedahl (nee Wennström); Cecilia is her brother’s 
daughter and appears in the row below her in the scan.  This short narrative is 
about Cecilia. 
 
 
Helena Cecilia* Maria Wennström 
 
I have been aided in my research about the Wennström family in Sweden by a 
book entitled Släkten Wennström (The Family Wennström), which was written 
by Ida Wennström and published in 1965.  I was given a copy of this book by my 
cousin Lena Kannesten.  Here is a scan of the cover of this book: 
 
 

 



Helena Cecilia* Maria Wennström appears in this book at the very end of Table 
46 on page 54.  She was born on 5 March 1961 in Gothenburg: 
 

 
 
 
The Släkten Wennström book was published in 1965, so Cecilia would have only 
been 4 years old at that time – she is fortunate to have been born in time to 
appear in this book! 
 
Table 46 shows that Cecilia’s brother is Jan Peter* Wennström, and I have 
written a short narrative about him previously.1  Table 46 also shows that 
Cecilia’s father was Albert Fredrik Ingemar* Wennström, born on 14 June 1929. 
 
Using the information in Släkten Wennström, I can trace Cecilia’s entire 
Wennström line going back from Ingemar: 
 

 Ingemar’s father was Axel Evald Ragnar* Wennström, born on 22 July 
1898. 

 Ragnar’s father was Carl Gottfrid* Wennström, born on 27 March 1862. 

                                                           
1 http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/PeterWennström-WennströmConnection.pdf 



 Gottfrid’s father Andreas Wennström, born on 1 April 1833. 
 Andreas’ father was Jan Peter* Wennström, born on 20 August 1778. 

 
Jan Peter* Wennström was my 3rd-great-grandfather.  Recall from other 
narratives about the Wennström family that Jan Peter* had two wives; he had six 
children with his first wife, and seven children with his second wife.  The 
following diagram is from Lena Kannesten’s family tree on Ancestry.com: 
 
 

 
 
 
I am descended from Nils Wennström (born 1815), while Cecilia Liljedahl (nee 
Wennström) is descended from his younger half-brother Andreas Wennström 
(born 1833). 



Here is a chart showing how Cecilia Wennström and I are related. 
 

 
 
Cecilia and I are fourth-cousins. 
 
Earlier, I mentioned that Cecilia is a nephew of Barbro Blomberg (nee 
Wennström) – here is a chart showing this relationship: 
 

 



I also mentioned that Lena Kannesten is a Wennström, and the following chart 
shows how she and Cecilia are related (they are fourth-cousins): 

 

 
 
Lena is descended from Jan Peter* through his son Magnus, while Peter is 
descended from Jan Peter* through his son Andreas. 
 
I can put all this together to show the three separate family lines going back to 
Jan Peter* Wennström: 
 
 



 
 
Lena is descended from Magnus, Burks is descended from Nils, and Cecilia and 
Barbro are descended from Andreas.  Of course, this is exactly what Lena had in 
the scan that she sent me in January 2018.  And all of the Wennströms in this 
chart appear in the Släkten Wennström book from 1965. 
 
But wait!  There is at least one additional line going back to Jan Peter* 
Wennström.  Magnus Ivarsson is descended from Hans Petter Wennström (1835-
1923), who was another son of Jan Peter* Wennström and his second wife, 
Johanna Persdotter (1801-1888).  I have written about Magnus Ivarsson 
previously.2 
 
Adding in Magnus’ line back to Jan Peter* Wennström gives the following chart: 
 
 

                                                           
2 
http://www.burksoakley.com/SwedishGenealogy/MagnusIvarssonWennströmConnection.pdf 



 
 
Amazing to have living descendants of four different lines going back to my third-
great grandfather! 
 
 
Some Information about Cecilia Wennström 
 
I was able to put everything together about Cecilia just from the Släkten 
Wennström book.  But it isn’t enough just to know how we are related.  I really 
need to know something about her as a person.  Well, the scan that Lena sent me 
on 10 January 2018 listed her full name as Helena Cecilia Maria Liljedahl, and 
provided her address in Helsingborg.  I found her on the Swedish information 
website ratsit.se, and her entry in ratsit.se has the same address, as well as the 
correct age for her date of birth published in the Släkten Wennström book. 
 
It turns out that Cecilia lives very close to the central city in Helsingborg.  In May 
2018, I visited Lena and her husband Lars in Helsingborg.  I stayed at the Elite 



Hotel Marina Plaza, and we all walked to Fahlman’s bakery one afternoon for 
fika.  Gosh, we were just a short walk away from where Cecilia lives! 
 

 
 
A quick search on Facebook turned up Cecilia’s Facebook page – gosh, she must 
be a master gardener.  She lists her former employment as “Former Founder and 
Project Manager at Swedish Society of Public Parks and Gardens”3 and “Former 
Expert Consultant at Hybridparks”.4  She has a photo of a formal garden on her 
Facebook page: 
 

 
                                                           
3 http://www.swedishgardens.se/ 
4 http://www.hybridparks.eu/en/?s=sweden 



Here is a photo of Cousin Cecilia from her Facebook account: 
 
 

 
 
 
In order to see if I could find out anything else about Cousin Cecilia, I Googled her 
using the search terms “Cecilia Liljedahl Helsingborg” (no quotes).  And the first 
hit was to her own website at:  http://cecilialiljedahl.com/ 
 

 
 

Oh my! 
 



When I went to this site, I saw the following: 
 

 
 
What a neat woman!!  As an aside, I was surprised to see that her website is 
ONLY in English – nothing at all in Swedish. 
  



 
Her website has a link to her account on Instagram: 
 

 
 
 
Her website also has a link to her account on LinkedIn: 
 

 
 



Barbro sent me Cecilia’s e-mail address and we have been in contact.  We now 
are Facebook friends.  I really am looking forward to meeting Cousin Cecilia and 
her family the next time I visit Sweden.  Maybe we can have a big Wennström 
party in Helsingborg! 


