My DNA Match with Sheryl Finch (née Parker)

By Burks Oakley I1
18 December 2024

When I first began using the GEDmatch.com website a number of years ago, |
learned that | have a segment of DNA on Chromosome 15 that matches a number
of people who are descendants of Miles Oakley IV (1645-1682) and his wife Mary
Wilmot (1649-1698).1 Miles Oakley IV was from Saffron Walden, England, and in
1651, he immigrated to America with his father Miles Oakley II1 (1612-1672) and
his older brother Thomas Oakley (1640-1709), living first in Boston,
Massachusetts, and later in Westchester County, New York. The Oakley-Wilmot
couple were my seventh-great grandparents.

It is quite amazing to have an autosomal DNA match that goes back so many
generations. It appears that this segment is passed from parent to child with
little change in size.

Let me begin by reviewing the basic findings about this DNA match on
Chromosome 15. Out of all the individuals with their DNA profiles on
GEDmatch.com, Rev. Tim Bever has the largest DNA segment on Chromosome 15
that matches other Oakley descendants, so in the following example, | have
looked at how a small group of people match Tim on Chromosome 15. The
people in this group include Jeani Trana, Kathy Hill Orr, Mark Workman
(Marké628) and his daughter Elizabeth Workman (EBW91), Ann Ely Wain (AEW),
my daughter Amy Oakley, and me.

Here is a chart showing where on Chromosome 15 each of the seven of us match
Tim Bever:

Chr 15
Match ID Name Matching segments on Chromosome 15 Overlap with previous match
: 48098423 - 82573255 (40.2 cM), 83221392 -
1 Jeani Trana(A685139) 95099729 (25.0 cM) root
Burks Oakley
2 I(WG268483C1) 38994113 - 81179553 (45.7 cM) 48098423 - 81179503
3 “Amy.Oakley(A059368) 39046212 - 81180981 (45.6 cM) 38046212 - 81179553
Kathy Hill 27050817 - 28962131 (7.1 cM), 36417486 - J
5 Orr(A657657) 64176308 (31.1 cM) e i
o *EBWO1(A127417) 45457458 - 74107677 (34.3 cM) 45457458 - 64176308
6 *Mark628(A171585) 45457458 - 74111343 (34.3 cM) 45457458 - 74107677
7 *AEW(A348886) 62424649 - 71921839 (14.2 cM) 62424649 - 71921839

Note that Amy’s DNA match with Tim (45.6 cM) is essentially the same size as my
match with Tim (45.7 cM). And Elizabeth’s DNA match with Tim (34.3 cM) is
nearly identical to her father’s.

1 The naming convention for all of the men named Miles Oakley in my Oakley ancestral line is
explained in Appendix A.



The GEDmatch.com website provides a “2D Chromosome Browser”, and the
following graphic shows how each of the seven of us match Tim Bever on
Chromosome 15:

GEDmatch Selected Kits 2D Chromosome Browser
2D Chromosome with Kit ZR2798817 - *Tim.
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The line numbers at the left side of this graphic correspond to the numbers at the
left of the table shown on the previous page. Note that Tim is NOT shown in this
graphic - the horizontal lines show where on Chromosome 15 each of us matches
with Tim.

The most important finding, of course, is that all eight people (Tim and the seven
DNA matches) are descended from Miles Oakley IV and his wife Mary Wilmot, as
shown in the following relationship chart:
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This relationship chart is shown in landscape view on the next page:
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I have written about all the people I have identified who are Oakley-Wilmot
descendants? and have (part of) this DNA segment on Chromosome 15.

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14A-
DeepTriangulationConfirmsOurOakleyLineage.pdf

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14B-Triangulation-Chr.15.pdf

In addition to the people identified in these two narratives, there are more than
thirty (or is it fifty?) other individuals who share (part of) this DNA segment on
Chromosome 15. I am confident that they also are Oakley-Wilmot descendants,
but I haven’t been able to prove this - either they don’t have family trees
available and/or they haven’t responded to my numerous emails. But from time-
to-time, I go back and revisit these matches, hoping to find another person who is
an Oakley-Wilmot descendant.

Earlier this month, I revisited a woman by the name of Sheryl Finch, who goes by
her maiden name of Sheryl Lynn Parker on the GEDmatch.com website. Sheryl,
her sister Jerene E. Parker, and Sheryl’s son Austin Finch (ACFinch), all have the
Oakley-Wilmot DNA segment on Chromosome 15. I had looked at my DNA
matches with them in the past, but I couldn’t find a genealogical connection to the
Oakley family.

I looked at how Sheryl, Jerene, and Austin match Tim Bever on Chromosome 15.
lincluded Jeani Trana, myself, and my daughter Amy in this comparison. Here is
a chart showing where on Chromosome 15 each of us match Tim Bever:

Chr 15
Match ID Name Matching segments on Chromosome 15 Overlap with previous match

: 48098423 - 82573255 (40.2 cM), 83221392 -

1 Jeani Trana(A685139) 95999729 (25.0 M) root

2 Brities Qakley 38994113 - 81179553 (45.7 cM) 48098423 - 81179553

II(WG268483C1) P
3 *Amy.Oakley(A059368) 39046212 - 81180981 (45.6 cM) 39046212 - 81179553
Jerene E

4 Parker(A311966) 62429997 - 82573255 (24.5 cM) 62429997 - 81180981
Sheryl Lynn

5 Parker(A105626) 62429997 - 82573255 (24.5 cM) 62429997 - 82573255

6 *ACFinch(GR2396243) 62429997 - 82573255 (24.5 cM) 62429997 - 82573255

Sheryl], Jerene, and Austin all have the identical 24.5 cM segment matching Tim
Bever.

Here is the graphic from the 2D Chromosome Browser on GEDmatch.com,
showing these same DNA matches:

Z Note that in the early stages of this research, I didn’t know how many generations back into
the past the DNA match went, so I called it the Oakley-Gardner segment for many years.



GEDmatch Selected Kits 2D Chromosome Browser
2D Chromosome with Kit ZR2798817 - *Tim.
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Again, it is interesting that Austin (line 6) has the identical match with Tim that
his mother (line 5) has. The segment appears to be passed from parent to child
with little if any decrease in size (which could explain why it has persisted for so
many generations).

My next task was to revisit Sheryl’s family tree on the Ancestry.com website and
look for an Oakley ancestor. I was amazed to see that since I last looked, she has
added her fourth-great grandmother, Polly Phoebe Oakley (1789-1876), to her

family tree. Polly Phoebe is shown at the far right in Sheryl’s pedigree chart:
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Certainly Polly Pheobe Oakley has to be the connection back to the Oakley-
Wilmot couple, right?

Note that Sheryl is descended from Polly Phoebe Oakley on her father’s side of
the family.

Using family trees on Ancestry.com, I was able to construct an ancestral line for
Polly Phoebe Oakley. She appears in 227 family trees on the Ancestry.com
website:



Polly Phoebe Oakley found in 227 trees

Polly Phoebe Oakley from tree =iz Day Family Tree

Birth 24 Feb 1781 Westfield, Union, New Father Thomas Oakley (1737-1821)

Jersey, USA Mother  Nancy Clark (1759-1819)

Marriage 1 Apr 1804 MOTFFS, Camden, MNew Spouse Elijah Dély’ (1??9—1841)
Jersey, USA

Death 23 Mar 1853 Ohio, USA

o 8469 People 4 Records 14 Sources

Polly Phoebe Oakley from tree =f§ Day Family Tree

Birth 24 Feb 1781 New Jersey, USA Father Thomas OAKLEY (1737-1821)
Marriage 1 Apr1804 Chatham, Morris, New Mother Nancy Oakley (1739-1819)

Jersey, USA Spouse  Elijah Day (1779-1841)
Residence 1850 Blendon, Franklin, Ohio, USA

Death 23 Mar 1853 Ohio, USA
off 379 People 3 Records 4 Sources

Polly Phoebe Oakley from tree =f§ Hall Family Tree

Birth 24 Feb 1781 Westfield, Union, New Thomas Oakley (1737-1821)

Jersey, USA Nancy Clark (1759-1819)
Marriage 1Apr 1804 Morris, Camden, New Elijah Day (1779-1841)
Jersey, USA

Death 23 Mar 1853 Ohio, USA

eff 514 People 3 Records 4 Sources

Polly Phoebe Crane Oakley-Day from tree ={z Henson Family Tree

Birth 24 Feb 1781 New Jersay, USA Father Thomas Oakley (1737-1821)
Marriage 19 Mar 1804 New Jersey, USA Mother Nancy Clark (1759-1819)
Death 23 Mar 1853 Ohio, USA Spouse  Elijah Day (1779-1818)

off 144139 People 3 Records 4 Sources

She married Elijah Day (1779-1841) - and here is her profile from the “Day
Family Tree”:

off DayFamily Tree v A Find intree @ vddpc

Polly Phoebe Oakley

BIRTH 24 FEB 1781 = Westfield, Morris, New Jersey, United States
DEATH 23 MAR 1853 =, , Ohio, USA

Family Spouse and children
P ks : Elijah Day
1779-1841
Thomas Oakley
g 1737-1821 Stephen Snethen Day John G Bergen Day
1805-1888 1812-1886
Nancy Clark
, 1759-1819 Elias Riggs Day a Ira Benton Day
1807-1871 =¥ 1815-1865
Cyrus Bruen Day
1810-1875

Sheryl’s line back to Polly Phoebe Oakley (shown on the previous page) goes
through Polly’s son Cyrus B. Day (1810-1875), who is shown in the above profile.



Polly Phoebe’s father was Thomas Oakley (1737-1821):

of  Auten Family Tree v L Find in tree @ Byron Auten

Thomas Oakley

BIRTH 1737 = Morris Co., New Jersey, USA
DEATH 1821 = Chatham, Maorris, New Jersey, USA

Family Spouse and children
Nancy Clark
- , 1759-1819

& Ephraim Oakley

== 1700-1751 2 Jonathan Oakley g Jeremiah H. Oakley
1779- 1786-1862
Sarah Davis
, 17081761 , Phebe Oakley : Daniel Oakley
781~ 1790-
. Aaron Oaldey Clark Oakley
1783-1853 : 1791-
Johanna Oakley 2 Lot Oakley
, 1785 1793~

Thomas Oakley’s father was Ephraim Oakley (1700-1761):

of  Auten Family Tree v £ Find intree @ Byron Auten

Ephraim Oakley

BIRTH 1700 = Jamaica, Queens, New York, USA
DEATH 3 APR 1761 = New Providence, Union, New Jersey, USA

Family Spouse and children
Parents Sarah Davis
’ 1708-1761
DAVID OAKLEY
L Sylvanus Oakley
= A g 17249787
j : Unknown mother
Ephraim Oaldey
2 b

Thomas Oakley
g 1737-1821

Ephraim’s father was David Oakley (1673-1733):



of DAR-Oakley~v L Findintree O matwand b

David Oakley

BIRTH 1673 = Jamaica, Queens County, New York, USA
DEATH 24 JAN 1733 = Hempstead, Nassau, New York, USA

Spouse and children

Family
Mary Foster
Parents 1675-1768
Thomas "Captain” Oakley
g 1640-1709 ‘ Mary Oakdey ‘ Sarah Oakley
1700- 17O7-1739
Sarah Whitehead
- —— Sarah Oakley David Oakley Jr
t 17001739 2 1715-1796
ﬁ Ephraim Oakley . Sylvanus Oakley
L 17001761 17241787
g Nathaniel Oakley Thomas QOakley
17041794 W 1739-1821

David’s father was Thomas Oakley (1640-1709). Thomas appears in 4000
different family trees on the Ancestry.com website:

All Family Trees results for Thomas Oakley

Captain Thomas Oakley found in 4000 trees View all

Captain Thomas Oakley from tree =g Garver-Long-Moore Family Tree

I Birth 1640 Boston, Lincolnshire, England I Father Miles Oakly (1612-1672)
Marriage 1706 New York City, New York, USA Mother Mary Browne (1607-1682)
Residence USA Spouse  Elizabeth -Oakley (1641-1689)
Death Jan 1709 New York City, New York,

USA

off 98505 People 20 Records 29 Sources

Thomas came to America with his father Miles Oakley III and his brother Miles
Oakley IV in 1651. Their ship took them to Boston, Massachusetts. Note that
Thomas was born in 1640 - so his birth location had to be England. Yet most of
the family trees have him being born in Boston, Massachusetts. Or even worse, in
“Boston, Lincolnshire, England”, as shown above.

Here is a profile for Thomas Oakley:



Dee Rochelle Van Natta v L Find in tree @ Rietta Van Natta

Thomas Oakley

BIRTH 1640 = Boston, Suffolk, Masschusetis Bay Company
DEATH JAN 1709 = Jamaica, Queens, Province of New York

Facts

Family Spouse and children
o ¢ Birth Parents 2 Sarah Whitehead
1640 » Boston, Suffolk, Masschusetts Bay Company 1644-1694
; Miles 3 OAKLEY
source
yi Daniel Oakey Nathaniel 1 OAKLEY
o g 1666-1709 1678-1733
2 Birth of brother Miles 4 Oakley (1645-1682) Mary BROWNE
15 Jul 1645 » Oakley Grove, England 1607-1693 Elizabeth Oakley Hepsibah Oakley
, 1668 1681-
12(;'5 Marriage Siblings~
about 1665 « Jamaica, Queens, Province of New York ’ Sara Oakley Patience Oakley
= Elizabeth Oakley 1671- 1689
‘ Sarah Whitehead 1635-1671
16441694
David Oakley
Miles 4 Oakdey : 1673
1645-1682

Thomas’ parents were Miles Oakley 111 (1612-1672) and Mary Browne (1607-
1693):

{3 benedict Family Tree v L Find in tree @ maplelot

Miles 3 OAKLEY

BIRTH BEFORE10 AUG 1612 = Saffron Walden, Essex, England
DEATH AFTER 19 OCT 1672 = Boston, Suffolk, Massachusetts Bay Colony

Family Spouse and children
Parents ’ Mary BROWNE
1607-1693
=== Miles Oakley
1574-1636 Elizabeth Oakley
’ 1635-1671
Susan MAY
, 1571-1626 : Thomas Oakley
1640-1709
7 Miles 4 Oakley

= 1645-1682



“% benedictFamilyTreev  AFindintree () mapteior

Mary BROWNE

BIRTH 27 SEP 1607 = Walden, Essex, England
DEATH AFTER 1693 = New York Colony

Family Spouse and children
Parents #=  Miles 3 OAKLEY
= 1612-1672
Godfrye BROWNE
16831631 Elizabeth Oakley
’ 1635-1671
’ Elizabeth MORE
L Thomas Oakley
g 1640-1709
7 Miles 4 Oakdey

== 1645-1682

Oh my!! Miles Oakley III and his wife Mary Browne were my eighth-great
grandparents - and now I have found the ancestors that [ have in common with
Sheryl Finch!! I thought I was looking for Sheryl’s ancestral line back to Miles
Oakley IV and his wife Mary Wilmot. But instead, | found Sheryl’s ancestral line
back to the parents of Miles Oakley IV. Could this be possible? If so, it would
extend the DNA segment on Chromosome 15 back one more generation. If this is
true, it is really an amazing finding!

Recall that my line back to Miles Oakley Il and Mary Browne goes through their
son, Miles Oakley IV, who was married to Mary Wilmot:

oy Embree Family Tree Jun... v L Find in tree 'fh Irene Oakiey

Miles OAKLEY IV

BIRTH 15 JUL 1645 = Oakley Grove, Cumberiand, Oakley Parish,England
DEATH 16 MAY 1682 « Wesichester, New York

Spouse and children

Facts Family
Mary WATERS WILMOT
1645 Birth Rayens 1649-1698
Bes 15 JUL 1645 » Oakley Grove, Cumberland, Oakley Parish,England Miles Okeley (Oakley) 111 =
1612-1672 Edward Oakley ‘ Bridget Oakley
4sources 1669-1680 1675-1698
1651 . Mary Browne
5 Arrival 1607-1682 Wilmot Oakley s John Qakley
1651 « Boston, Massachusetts 1670-1682 1678-1722
1source
Jesse Oakley Thomas Oakley Sr
1669 : 1671-1688 2 1680-1730
5% Marriage
1669 » Great Neck, Queens, New York, United States i r Mary Oakley
iles CAKLEY
Mary WATERS WILMOT 16711741 ‘ 16821707
1649-1698
1source

I had referred to the DNA segment on Chromosome 15 as the Oakley-Wilmot
segment, since I previously had thought that they were the first generation in my
ancestral line to have this DNA segment (I thought that it came from one of
them). It now appears that I should refer to this as the Oakley-Browne segment!



Here is a chart showing how Sheryl and I are related:
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Elijah Day fourth cousins Ruth (Oakley)
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r
| |
| 5
Mary Ida Lemonds Ray Miller Oakley
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Perry Richard Kelley zeventh cousing Kate Cameron Burks
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IF
| | )
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| | ]
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I
|
Sheryl Lynn Parker
©
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According to this chart, Sheryl and I are ninth-cousins once-removed. Yet we
have a DNA match on Chromosome 15 thatis 21.6 cM (on the GEDmatch.com

website):

Comparing Kit A122463 (Burks Oakley Il) [Migration - F2 - A] and Kit A105626 (Sheryl Lynn Parker) [Migration - F2 - A]

Chr

B37 Start Pos'n

B37 End Pos'n

Centimorgans (cM)

SNPs

Segment threshold

Bunch limit

SNP Density Ratio

15

62,427,674

81,091,879

21.6

3,788

213

128

0.4

Largest segment =21.6 ctM

Estimated number of generations to MRCA = 4.7




Based solely on the size of our DNA match, software on the GEDmatch.com
website predicts that our MRCA (Most Recent Common Ancestor) should be 4.7
generations back - yet based on the relationship chart shown above, our MRCA is
really 10.5. This is another bizarre finding - that this autosomal DNA segment

persists over so many generations.

I now can add Sheryl’s ancestral line to the overall relationship chart:
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Mary Bs
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On the next page, this chart is shown in landscape view:
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Of course, this description wouldn’t be complete without showing the DNA
matches. Here is a table showing how everyone matches Tim Bever on
Chromosome 15:

Chr 15
Match ID Name Matching segments on Chromosome 15 Overlap with previous match

: 48098423 - 82573255 (40.2 cM), 83221392 -

1 Jeani Trana(A685139) 95999729 (25.0 cM) root
Burks Oakley

2 I(WG268483C 1) 38994113 - 81179553 (45.7 cM) 48098423 - 81179553

3 *Amy.Oakley(A059368) 39046212 - 81180981 (45.6 cM) 39046212 - 81179553

Kathy Hill 27050817 - 28962131 (7.1 cM), 36417486 - )
4 Orr(A657657) 64176308 (31.1 cM) i
*EBW91(A127417) 45457458 - 74107677 (34.3 cM) 45457458 - 64176308

6 *Mark628(A171585) 45457458 - 74111343 (34.3 cM) 45457458 - 74107677
Sheryl Lynn

7 Parker(A105626) 62429997 - 82573255 (24.5 cM) 62429997 - 74111343

8 *AEW(A348886) 62424649 - 71921838 (14.2 cM) 62429897 - 71921839

This table shows where on Chromosome 15 the following people match Tim
Bever:

Jeani Trana
Burks Oakley
Amy Oakley
Kathy Hill Orr

Elizabeth Workman
Mark Workman
Sheryl Lynn Parker (Sheryl Finch)

Ann Ely Wain

Here is the corresponding graphic from the 2D chromosome browser on
GEDmatch.com:

GEDmatch Selected Kits 2D Chromosome Browser
2D Chromosome with Kit ZR2798817 - *Tim.

LEGEND

Length >100cM 50-100cM 20-50cM  10-20cM 5-10cM <5cM Centromere
Color [N | HE
Chr 15

1 3
2 2
3 3
4 ] 4
5 5
6 6
7 7
8 8

28i 36 4d 521 611 63 7m &M 241

All of these people match Tim Bever on Chromosome 15, and based on various
family trees, all of these people are descended from Miles Oakley III and his wife
Mary Browne - my eighth-great grandparents.

One more little factoid:

[ am descended from Miles Oakley IV through his son Miles Oakley V (1671-
1741). Note that Miles IV married Mary Wilmot (1649-1698), and they named



one of their sons Wilmot Oakley. So the tradition of using the mother’s surname
as a son’s first name has been in the Oakley family for a long, long time.3

Switching Gears - Moving on to Sheryl’s Maternal Ancestors

Let me now go back to Sheryl Finch’s DNA profile on the Ancestry.com website.
Here is her pedigree chart (she is the person marked “Private” at the far left of
the chart):

Finch Family Tree-2{1) ¢ Expand tree
sherylfinch's Linked Tree % 14,176 People

This is a preview of the public tree linked to shernylfinch's DNA results. Surnames that appear in both your tree
and sherylfinch's tree are marked in green.

E = ?
_ . George Hosmer Par... | kgl George Parker
H Paul Levern Parker 4l 1869-1956 i Lydia A Richmond ?
11892-1980 o = 3
n Millie Iva Plumb i George Plumb
: 1871-1962 L : 5
" Ward Richard Parker W v Ganar
A 19222001 i
i = - . . n R b
¥ Perry Richard Kelley i Benjamin Eli Frankdin K...
Jessie May Kelley il 1865-1941 ﬂ Elizabeth Jane Doty ?
g, 1259-1968 T >
. - Mary lda Lemonds _ﬂ_ Hiram Rutledge Lemon...
’ Private Hee 4 Eliza J Day >
v ] 2 T ) [—— %
. 7" Thomas Bodell Nilss... [ .k Nils Nilsson Bodell
Ul August Thompson (B... | = 1846-1896 ¥ Gunnild Jensdotter >
1877-1957 —— >
£ Elin Bodell (Svensdo... Hx SvenSvensson
1844-1928 b >
Mary Elizabeth Tho... 2 Ingeborg Bengtsdotter
19181992 i
el as o = =2 >
‘# Karl Petter Leijon =, Nils Leijon
. . v s R
ﬂ Elida (Alida) Maria L... Rar o =¥ Bengta Knutsdotter >
M 1585-1961 _ _ b= 5
5 .{_ % Sofia F Nilsdotter . Nils Pettersson
el ) £ Elin Esbjomsdotter >

Sheryl’s mother was Mary Elizabeth Thompson (1918-1992), and all four of Mary
Elizabeth’s grandparents were born in Sweden. This is just like my pedigree, in
that all four of my mother’s grandparents were born in Sweden.

It would appear that the Thompson surname was pulled out of thin air sometime
after her maternal grandfather, August Bodell, immigrated to the United States.

For fun, I looked at Sheryl’s ethnicity estimates on Ancestry.com:

3 My father, Burks Oakley, is a great example of this - his mother’s maiden name was Burks. In
a similar vein, my cousin Hal Oakley married Kathy Bennett, and they named their first son
Bennett Oakley. And my cousin Cathy Oakley married Gary Bunce, and they name their son
Oakley Bunce.



You sherylfinch

46% Sweden 50%
L

14% Scotland 8%
=

13% Germanic Europe 13%
==

12% England & Northwestern 20%

Europe

L

3% Iceland 4%
|

&7

Not surprisingly, her ethnicity estimate includes 50% Sweden.

As long as [ was looking at Sheryl’s information on the Ancestry.com website, I
looked at our “Shared DNA Matches”.



You and sherylfinch

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed | Paternal side

=1% shared DNA: 18 cM across 1 segments

Trees  Origins

Shared Matches

Distant Family
john Bever Half 3rd cousin or 3rd cousin 1x % Public linked tree
removed 5 People
43 cM | = 1% shared DNA
Paternal side
ﬁmothy Bever 3rd cousin 1x removed or half 3rd % Public linked tree
Managed by Marva cousin 1,006 People
Goriis. 43 cM | = 1% shared DNA

Howard Bever

<
<
<

Paternal side

Half 3rd cousin or 3rd cousin 1x
removed

40 cM | = 1% shared DNA
Paternal side

% Unlinked Tree

g Cassidy Prentiss Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd % Public linked tree
= -._J_: cousin 2x removed 1,102 People
D 39 cM | <1% shared DNA
b Paternal side
Donald Baird Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 41h %7 Unlinked Tree
cousin
38 cM | =1% shared DNA
Paternal side
AB. 3rd cousin 2x removed or half 3rd % Uniinked Tree
Managed by Donald cousin 1x removed
Baird 33 cM | <1% shared DNA
Paternal side
rjitranab0 4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x % Public linked tree
removed 43 People
33 cM | <1% shared DNA & Common ancestor
Paternal side
Viveka 4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x ¥ NoTrees
Anderberg temyed
23 cM | =1% shared DNA
Maiernal side
Austin Finch Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd % Public linked tree
Managed by cousin 2x removed 14,176 People
shenyifineh 21 cM | =1% shared DNA

Paternal side

These matches include Tim Bever, as well as John Bever, Howard Bever, and
Cassidy Prentiss. John Bever is Tim Bever’s brother. Howard Bever is Tim
Bever’s uncle (his father’s brother). Cassidy Prentiss is Howard Bever’s
granddaughter. Howard'’s full name is Howard Oakley Bever. They all are
Oakley descendants, and Tim Bever appears to have the largest Oakley-Browne
DNA segment on Chromosome 15 on the GEDmatch.com website.



These shared DNA matches also include Donald Baird and his son Andrew Baird
(A.B.). I can trace their ancestral line back to my ancestors Miles Oakley VI
(1695-1769) and his wife Sarah Tippetts (1700-1783). For various reasons, [ am
pretty sure that we all match on Chromosome 15.

These shared DNA matches also include Jeani Trana (rjtrana50) and Austin
Finch (Sheryl Finch’s son), who [ mentioned earlier (and they most definitely
have the Oakley segment on Chromosome 15).

The last individual on the screenshot on the previous page is a woman named
Viveka Anderberg. And it says that she is one of my Maternal DNA matches -
whereas all the other matches were on the Paternal side of my family tree. How
can this be? Does that mean that Sheryl Finch and I have another set of common
ancestors who lived in Sweden?

According to the Ancestry.com website, Sheryl and I share 18 cM on a single DNA
segment:

You and sherylfinch

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed | Paternal side

<1% shared DNA: 18 cM across 1 segments

From GEDmatch.com, I know that our DNA match is on Chromosome 15 - this is
what [ now refer to as the Oakley-Browne segment.

Now I find that both Sheryl and I match Viveka Anderberg. But since Sheryl and I
only have one segment in common, Sheryl and [ must match Viveka at different
locations in the genome. Note that a shared DNA match on Ancestry.com does
NOT imply that all three people share the same identical segment of DNA.

Who is Viveka Anderberg?

[ first looked at her “Ethnicity Estimates”:

Ancestral regions

You Viveka Anderberg
46% Sweden 96%

3% lceland 3%



Wow! She is 96% Swedish - [ wouldn’t be at all surprised if she is a Swede who
lives in Sweden. In fact, there are only five women named Viveka Anderberg
listed on the Swedish website Ratsit.se:

@ratsit

Viveka Anderberg

Stella Viveka Anderberg
Rydebécks Stationsgata 45 lgh 1101, Rydeback

84ar@ Q

Lena Evy Viveka Anderberg
Skordevagen 15, Segeltorp

7aram @ Q

Eva Viveka Anderberg
Aldermansvégen 7, Bromalla

70ar@ Q

Elin Viveka Anderberg
Klockspelsvagen 14, Staffanstorp

var@® Q

Victoria Viveka Wanda Anderberg
Ovre Besvarsgatan 9 lsh 1504, Gateborg

33ar Q

And only two of these women actually go by the name of Viveka. I wonder which
one is my DNA match....

[ next looked at our “Shared DNA Matches”:

You and Viveka Anderberg

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed | Maternal side

= 1% shared DNA: 23 cM across 1 segmenis

Trees  Origins  Shared Matches

Distant Family

EC Alvdén
Managed by LL
Kolmberoer
i' &S  Jeffrey Koldoff
' Austin Finch
g Managed by
‘ shervifinch

41h cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x
removed

28 cM | < 1% shared DMNA
Maternal side

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x
removed

22 cM | <1% shared DNA
Maternal side

Hailf 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd
cousin 2x removed

21 cM | <1% shared DNA
Paternal side

& Public linked tree
364 People
& Common ancestor

g
g
e
D
17}
o

% Public linked tree
14,776 People



Oh my!! The first shared match is with EC Alvdén (Ewa-Christine Alvdén). [ met
this woman in May 2018 when I visited her daughter, Lise-Lotte Kolmberger, at
Lise-Lotte’s home in Bildal, Sweden.

Burks and Ewa-Christine in Bildal, Sweden
12 May 2018

Here is a chart showing how Ewa-Christine Alvdén and I are related:

|
Ola Nilsson
(1775-1826)
Sissa Jonsdotter
(1782-1853)
"
|
[ |
| L | L
Jons Olsson Kristina Olsdotter
(1806-1892) (1821-1892)
PERNILLA Olsdotter siblings Nils Wennstrom
(1819-1891) - (1815-1914)
| I~ M |
— I 'R | | | 'R
NETA Jonsdotter Bernhardine Wennstrém
(1842-1909) (1855-1932)
Carl Svensson first cousins PAULUS Bernhard Jacob Brorstrém
(1833-1909) (1859-1932)
| I | n
— I | 8 | I | =
GERDA Carlsdotter Paul Thure Brorstrém
(1885-1922) (1884-1932)
Per Lindell (born Johansson) second cousins Edna Florence Larsson
(1884-1946) (1889-1966)
- I il I
— I |’ — I | %
MARGITH Svea Frideborg Johansson Grace Florence Brorstrom
(1911-1994) (1916-2000)
Gunnar Alvdén third cousins Burks Oakley
(1913-1998) (1898-1969)
| I il I
] 'R — I |
EWA-CHRISTINE Alvdén Burks Oakley II
(1944-) (1949-)
fourth cousins
-l I 1 I

Ewa-Christine and I are both descended from Ola Nilsson and his wife Sissa
Jonsdotter. On my line, this couple were the parents of Kristina Olsdotter.
Kristina was married to Nils Wennstrom, and I have visited their graves in the
church cemetery in Hasslov and their home in nearby Menldsa several times
when [ have been in Sweden.



Going back to the DNA matches that [ share with Viveka Anderberg, we both have
DNA matches with Sheryl Finch’s son Austin Finch - not surprising.

The third shared DNA match is with a man named Jeffrey Koldoff - and I have
absolutely no idea who this man is. Note that he is listed as a Maternal side

match for me, which likely points to a common ancestor in Sweden. Here are the
DNA matches I share with Jeffrey Koldoff:

B N

You and Jeffrey Koldoff

4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed | Maternal side

< 1% shared DNA: 22 cM across 1 segments

Trees  Origins  Shared Matches

Distant Family

Erik Ryberg 3rd cousin 2x removed or half 3rd & Private linked tree
cousin 1x removed 1,934 People
2 23 cM | =1% shared DNA
Maternal side

[El We have ashared DNA match with Eva Josefsson. 160ct23

23 cM | <1% shared DNA

Viveka 4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x ¥ No Trees
Anderberg removed
Maternal side

Wow! The first match is with Erik Ryberg, and I previously noted that Erik and I
have a shared DNA match with Eva Josefsson. I have visited Eva and her husband
Sterner many times during my visits to Sweden. They live in Halmstad, on the
west coast of Sweden. And Erik lives in Bastad, in far northwest Skane, Sweden -
just 38 km south of Halmstad. In fact, my daughter Amy and I had lunch with Eva
and Sterner in Bastad during our visit to Sweden in the summer of 2023.

Eva and Sterner at their home in Halmstad, Sweden
14 May 2018

[ actually am related to Eva in two different ways:



2

Nils Martensson

4th great-grandfather
1722-1806

la

1737-1813

Johanna Persdotter
4th great-grandmother

|
Ola Nilsson

3rd great-grandfather
1775-1826

Kristina Olsdotter

2nd great-grandmother

1821-1852

2

2

2

2

Jan Petter Wennstrom

3rd great-grandfather

1778-1862

[

Nils Wennstrém

o[

B Wennstrom

Great-grandmother
1855-1932

1815-1914

Paul Thure Brorstrém
Maternal grandfather
18841932

Grace F Brorstrém

Mother
15916-2000

Burks Oakley

2nd great-grandfather

Hans P Wennstrém
Half 2nd great-granduncle

2
2
2

1

|
Kerstin Nilsdotter

3rd great-grandaunt
1764-1822

Per Mansson

1st cousin 4x removed
1792-1887

EVALUATE
Kristina Persdotter
2nd cousin 3x removed

1835-1923 18251916
I
Augusta A Wennstrém : Johan Peter Nilsson
Half 1st cousin 3x removed = 3rd cousin 2x removed
13611342 1855-1535
EUI.I.I.II]'E
== Amon R G Johansson
Half 2nd cousin 2x removed
1834-1970
!
Private

2

_f

(%]

Eva Josefsson
Half 4th cousin
25 cM | 1 segments
5th cousin 1x removed

|
Nils Martensson
(1722-1806)
Johanna Persdotter
(1737-1813)
4
|
I 1
I | & ~ 'R
Ola Nilsson Kerstin Nilsdotter
(1775-1826) (1764-1822)
Sissa Jonsdotter siblings Mains Hansson
(1782-1853) - (1762-1840)
1 IF | F
— | | = ~ | 'R
Jéns Olsson Per Minsson
(1806-1892) (1798-1887)
PERNILLA Olsdotter first cousins Kjersti Persdotter
(1819-1891) (1795-1838)
1 I g | I
I l | B l %
NETA Jonsdotter Christina Persdotter
(1842-1909) (1825-)
Carl Svensson second cousins Nils Knutsson
(1833-1909) (1823-)
by | I 1 Ir
— | |'® ]
GERDA Carlsdotter Johan Peter (JANNE) Nilsson
(1885-1922) (1859-1926)
Per Lindell (born Johansson) third cousins AUGUSTA Amalia Wennstrom
(1884-1946) (1861-1942)

e | F | F
| | b A ] '
MARGITH Svea Frideborg Johansson Amon Rickard Gottschalk Johansson
(1911-1994) (1894-1971)

Gunnar Alvdén fourth cousins Elfrida Svensson
(1913-1998) (1900-1994)
i Ir B | I
| |
EWA-CHRISTINE Alvdén MILLI Frideborg Amonsson
(1944-) (1932-)
fifth cousins A.ERIK Gunnarsson
(1930-2015)
i I B! I
|
| %
EVA Birgitta Gunnarsson
(1956-)
once removed
| I

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed

[ know that Eva Josefsson (née Gunnarsson) is related to Ewa-Christine Alvdén:

Son of a gun! The couple at the top of this chart are also my direct ancestors.

I can add my branch to this chart and show how all three of us are related:
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Kristina Olsdotter Jons Olsson Per Mansson
(1821-1892) (1806-1892) (1798-1887)
Nils Wennstrom PERNILLA Olsdotter Kjersti Persdotter
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b 'y .| I | F
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Bernhardine Wennstrém NETA Jonsdotter Christina Persdotter
(1855-1932) (1842-1909) (1825.)
PAULUS Bernhard Jacob Brorstrom Carl Svensson Nils Knutsson
(1859-1932) (1833-1909) (1823-)
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I | - | [ | l
Paul Thure Brorstrém GERDA Carlsdotter Johan Peter (JANNE) Nilsson
(1884-1932) (1885-1922) (1859-1926)
Edna Florence Larsson Per Lindell (born Johansson) AUGUSTA Amalia Wennstrém
(1889-1966) (1884-1946) (1861-1942)
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Grace Florence Brorstrém MARGITH Svea Frideborg Johansson Amon Rickard Gottschalk Johansson
(1916-2000) (1911-1994) (1894-1971)
Burks Oakley Gunnar Alvdén Elfrida Svensson
(1898-1969) (1913-1998) (1900-1994)
] I o I g | | o
— —[ | & - | [ | = | l | &
Burks Oakley II EWA-CHRISTINE Alvdén MILLI Frideborg Amonsson
(1949 (1944 (1932-)
A.ERIK Gunnarsson
(1930-2015)
| I b Iy
I
EVA Birgitta Gunnarsson
(1956-)
b I

The three of us are all descended from Nils Martensson and his wife Johanna
Persdotter. Nils was born in Vaxtorp and died in Hasslov. Johanna lived her
entire life in Hasslov. And Sheryl Finch has ancestors in Hasslov:

ol  Finch Family Tree-2(1) v £ Find in tree ; - sherylfinch

Johanna Rasmusdotter

BIRTH 03 SEP 1749 « Tjuvhuit, Hasslov, N, Sweden
DEATH Unknown

BLOODLINE

I assume that all these DNA matches mean that Sheryl and [ have common
ancestors in Sweden, and they are very likely to have been from the Hasslov area.
I'll have to get in touch with Lise-Lotte Kolmberger to see if she knows how her
mother is related to Viveka Anderberg and Sheryl Finch.



Summary

| have a DNA match with Sheryl Finch (and her son Austin Finch and her sister
Jerene Parker) on Chromosome 15. This segment comes from the Oakley family,
and with the addition of Sheryl’s line, appears to go back to Miles Oakley III and
his wife Mary Browne, who were my eighth-great grandparents. They were born
in Saffron Walden, England.

Saffron Walden Town Square
Photo taken by Burks during his visit to England in September 2019.

This DNA match is incredibly significant, since it pushes the DNA segment on
Chromosome 15 back another generation - to my eighth-great grandparents.
This certainly has to be one of the most important findings of my journey in
genetic genealogy (look it up if you don’t understand this term).

Another amazing aspect of my genealogical relationship with Sheryl Finch is that
she and I have a shared DNA match with a Swedish woman named Viveka
Anderberg. My DNA match with Viveka is on my mother’s side of the family. My
mother’s four grandparents all immigrated from Sweden, and Sheryl’s mother’s
four grandparents also immigrated from Sweden. I conclude that Sheryl and I
are very likely to have a set of common ancestors from Sweden.

Viveka and I have shared DNA matches with Ewa-Christine Alvdén and Jeffrey
Koldoff. In turn, Jeffrey Koldoff and I have a shared DNA match with a Swedish
man named Erik Ryberg. And Erik and I have a shared DNA match with Eva
Josefsson.

Ewa-Christine Alvdén, Eva Josefsson, and I are all descended from Nils
Martensson (1722-1806) and his wife Johanna Persdotter (1737-1813). This
couple lived in Hasslov, in southern Halland County. Sheryl has Swedish



ancestors who lived in Hasslov. It seems probable that Sheryl Finch and I had a
set of common ancestors who lived in Hasslov at some point in the distant past.

The bottom line is that I am related to Sheryl Finch in two totally different ways.
Through her father, we are related through my father’s Oakley line. And through
her mother, we are related through my mother’s Swedish ancestors in southern
Halland County, Sweden.

What an amazing DNA match!!!



Appendix A: Miles Oakley Over the Generations

There is a major difficulty dealing with my Oakley ancestral line, which goes back
to England in the mid-1500’s - this is something that I have struggled with, even
though I think that I know all the relationships. The problem is that there exists a
string of generations in my ancestral line where each generation has a male
named Miles Oakley, so referring to a person by this name can be incredibly
confusing. Many “genealogists” on Ancestry.com have used Roman numerals (],
I1, I1], etc.), but often they start numbering beginning with a different generation,
so Miles Oakley IlI is a different person in the various family trees. And [ doubt
that people in the 1500’s and 1600’s used Roman numerals in naming their
children.

For the purposes of this document, I used the following generational names when
I discussed my Oakley ancestral line:

Miles Oakley I (1554-1594)
He was married to Agnes Bell (1555-1593).

Miles Oakley I1 (1574-1636)
He was married to Susan May (1571-1626).

Miles Oakley III (1612-1698)
He was married to Mary Browne (1607-1668).

Miles Oakley IV (1645-1682)
He was married to Mary Wilmot (1649-1698).

Miles Oakley V (1671-1741)
He was married to Mercy Gardner (1673-1723).

Miles Oakley VI (1696-1763)
He was married to Sarah Tippetts (1696-1800).

Jeremiah Oakley (1729-1820)
He was married to Sarah Burr (1736-1807).
They were my fourth-great grandparents.



