
 
 

My DNA Match with Shannon Lopez (née Ely) – 
Another Relative on the Miller Branch of my Family Tree 

 
By Burks Oakley II 

15 August 2026 
 
 

A few days ago, I looked at my DNA matches on the Ancestry.com website.1  I 
filtered these matches so that I only viewed those that I had not seen previously 
(“Unviewed”) and where software on the site was able to identify our common 
ancestors.  This filtering process turned up a new DNA match with Shannon 
Lopez: 
 

 
 
Shannon and I share 13 cM of DNA, and we are related on the paternal side of my 
family tree.  I then viewed Shannon’s pedigree chart: 
 

 
 
Shannon only has her parents and her maternal grandparents in her family tree – 
but her maternal grandfather was Lowell Robert Capps (1924-2002) – and the 
Capps surname is very familiar to me – I have a number of Capps relatives in the 
Miller branch of my family tree.  More in the Appendix. 
 
I note that Shannon’s father is Jamie Giles Ely, so I assume that Shannon’s maiden 
name was Ely. 
 

 
1 I now have 59,824 DNA matches on Ancestry.com. 



I went on to view our common ancestors.  Sure enough, Shannon and I are both 
descended from Ezra Marvin Miller (1812-1874) and his wife Jane Kershaw 
Wells (1812-1882).  This couple were my second-great grandparents. 
 

 
 
Here is a chart that software on Ancestry.com automatically created, showing 
how Shannon and I are most likely related: 
 

 
 
I am descended from the Miller-Wells couple through their daughter Hannah 
Mariah Miller (1838-1926), while Shannon is descended from this couple 
through their son Ezra Allen Miller (1836-1917).  Based on this chart, I was a 



third-cousin of Shannon’s maternal grandfather, Lowell Robert Capps (1924-
2002), which means that she and I are third-cousins twice-removed. 
 
I also looked at Shannon’s ethnicity estimates (what Ancestry.com is now calling 
“Ancestral regions”): 
 

 
 
Shannon’s ethnicity is dominated by Southeastern England & Northwestern 
Europe (24%), Finland (20%), and Central Scotland & Northern Ireland (18%). 
 
I note that Shannon doesn’t have any Hispanic or Latino ethnicities, consistent 
with Lopez being her married name. 
 
At this point, I knew that I had a new DNA match with Shannon Lopez (née Ely), 
and software on Ancestry.com was able to construct a chart showing how we 
most likely are related.  This really isn’t solid proof of our genealogical 
connection. 
 
To find more proof of our relationship, I next looked at those individuals that 
have DNA matches with both Shannon and me – our so-called “Shared DNA 
Matches”.  There are a total of 25 people on this list, and software on 
Ancestry.com was able to identify seven of them where our common ancestors 
are known: 
 



 
 
The people on this list include Mary Helen Choate, Karin Brouillette, kcdelivers, 
Douglas Capps, Jason Kelly, Gay Nichols, and William Capps. 
 
I’ll next present several charts showing how Shannon and I are related to these 
people.  I’ll begin with Douglas Capps and William Capps: 
 

 



 
Based on this chart, Douglas Capps is Shannon’s uncle and William Capps is a 
first-cousin of Shannon’s mother (meaning that Shannon and William are first-
cousins once-removed).  These are the exact relationships predicted in the list of 
Shared DNA Matches on the previous page. 
 
Moving on, here is a chart showing how Shannon and I are related to Karin 
Brouillette: 
 

 
 
Note that Karin’s father is Ronald H. Miller, so her maiden name was most likely 
Miller. 
 
Continuing on, here is a chart showing how Shannon and I are related to Mary 
Helen Choate and Gay Nichols: 
 



 
 
That takes care of five of the seven “Shared DNA Matches” where our common 
ancestors are known.  I still need to show Jason Kelly and kcdelivers, and they 
both appear in the branch of the ThruLines® chart for Ezra Marvin Miller that 
goes through his great-granddaughter Marieta I. Miller (1897-1995): 
 

 
 
kcdelivers’ mother was Rosemary Capps and Jason Kelly’s maternal 
grandmother was Harriet Lee Capps (1928-2025). 
 
At this point, all of these “Shared DNA Matches”, combined with the genealogical 
connections, provide really strong support for the chart showing how I am 
related to Shannon Lopez. 
 
Now let me address a few loose ends. 
 



Recall that earlier I showed the five largest “Shared DNA Matches” that I have 
with Shannon from her perspective – here is that table: 
 

 
 
Note that the two largest DNA matches (from Shannon’s perspective) are David 
Capps and Donovan Day – but software on Ancestry.com was unable to identify 
our common ancestors.  So who is David Capps?  Who is Donovan Day?   
 
Based on the size of their DNA matches shown in the table above (as well as 
other factors, such as their ages), David Capps is Shannon’s uncle and Donovan 
Day is Shannon’s nephew. 
 
Let me deal with each of these relationships in turn.  If David Capps is Shannon’s 
uncle, then he, Douglas Capps, and Shannon’s mother all would be siblings.  This 
means that David Capps would be a brother of Douglas Capps.  And sure enough, 
based on the size of their DNA match, that is how they are related: 
 

 
 
Here is a hypothetical relationship chart, showing how David fits into the family: 
 



 
 
Note that I have added kcdelivers to this chart.  In this chart, David Capps is 
shown as a brother of Douglas Capps and an uncle of Shannon Lopez. 
 
Based on this chart, kcdelivers is a first-cousin of William Capps, Douglas Capps, 
and David Capps.  And based on the size of their DNA matches, that is exactly 
what they are: 
 

 
 
OK, that takes care of David Capps – but what about Donovan Day?  Based on the 
size of Shannon’s DNA match with Donovan (as well as other factors), software 
on Ancestry.com predicts that she is his aunt.  And if Shannon is Donovan Day’s 
aunt, then how is Donovan related to Douglas Capps? 
 

 
 
According to Ancestry.com, Donovan is Douglas’ grandnephew.  And what, pray 
tell, is a grandnephew?  Well, here is what Google says: 
 



 
 
OK – A grandnephew is the grandson of your brother or sister.  Using this 
information, I constructed another hypothetical chart, including both David 
Capps and Donovan Day: 
 

 
 
Note that Douglas Capps is a brother of Donovan’s grandmother, so this means 
that Donovan is indeed Douglas’ grandnephew. 
 
Of course, this also means that Donovan should be a grandnephew of David 
Capps: 
 

 
 
And he is!! 
 
OK – enough of this.  It is nice that I have the extended features in the Pro 
subscription to Ancestry.com, so that I can see how various DNA matches are 
related to each other.   
 
Overall, my DNA match with Shannon Lopez really solidified the Capps branch of 
the Miller family. 
 
As I always say, the DNA doesn’t lie. 
  



Appendix A:  Mary Jo Capps (née Cox) 
 
In the main narrative, I included a discussion of various aspects of my DNA match 
with William Lowell Capps (1952-2024).2  William’s father was my third-cousin, 
James Herman Capps (1920-1995).  And William’s mother was Mary Jo Cox 
(1923-2023). 
 
When I was a child living with my parents in Euclid, Ohio (a suburb of Cleveland), 
James and Mary Jo lived in Brecksville, Ohio (another Cleveland suburb).  
Sometime around 1960, James and Mary Jo visited us to discuss Miller family 
genealogy – although that was a very long time ago and I certainly can’t 
remember any details. 
 
My father was a second-cousin of Marieta Lucille Miller (1897-1995), who was 
Mary Jo’s mother-in-law. 
 
Here is the pedigree chart for William Lowell Capps, with Mary Jo Cox highlighted 
with a red star: 
 

 
 
Now let me digress… 
 
My third-great grandfather was Allen Miller: 
 

 
 

 
2 William Lowell Capps died at the age of 71 in 2024.  His obituary is online at: 
 
https://www.haugerzeigler.com/obituary/William-Capps 



Allen Miller was born in 1788 in Hartland, Connecticut, and he died in 1868 in 
New Milford, Illinois (near Rockford).  He lived a good part of his adult life in 
Cayuga County, New York (in upstate New York, just southwest of Syracuse). 
 
Allen Miller’s son, Ezra Marvin Miller, was born in 1812 when the family was in 
Scipio, Cayuga County, New York. 
 

 
 
Around 1840, the entire Allen Miller family (adult children, spouses, 
grandchildren) moved west from upstate New York to Winnebago County, 
Illinois.   
 
Ezra Marvin Miller’s son, Ezra Allen Miller, was born in Portage, New York. 
 

 
 
Ezra Allen would have moved with the family to Winnebago County, Illinois, 
around 1840, when he was a young child.  
 
Ezra Allen is listed in the 1880 US Census as living in Orange, Clinton County, 
Iowa.  His occupation was listed as a carpenter. 
 
But by the time of the 1910 US Census, Ezra Allen Miller was living in Portland, 
Oregon!  And once again, he and a group of his descendants all made the move to 
Portland together. 
 
Ezra Allen Miller’s son Frank Henry Miller was born in 1859 when the family was 
in Winnebago County, Illinois: 
 

 
 
Frank was part of the group that moved to Portland, and he died there in 1932.  I 
was told by several of my Miller cousins who live(d) in Portland that a number of 
the Miller men were carpenters who built a large number of houses in Portland. 
 



Frank Henry Miller’s son was Jerome Everett Miller Sr.  Jerome was born in 1900 
when the family was in Cedar County, Iowa: 
 

 
 
And Jerome Sr. died in Portland, Oregon, in 1954.  In the 1940 US Census, he was 
living in Dilley, Oregon, and his occupation was listed as carpenter. 
 
At any rate, in the spring of 2005, the American Society for Engineering 
Education (ASEE) held its annual meeting in Portland, Oregon: 
 
https://www.asee.org/events/Conferences-and-Meetings/Past-Annual-Conference-Locations 
 
I was active in the ASEE at that time, and I attended that annual meeting. 
 
Somehow (and I have no idea at all about this), I connected with Anthony “Tony” 
Miller and Jerome Everitt Miller, Jr., who were distant Miller cousins living in 
Portland.  They contacted Mary Jo Capps (née Cox), who lived in McMinnville, 
Oregon, at the time, and informed her about my upcoming visit. 
 
At any rate, while in Portland, I spent some time visiting Tony, Jerry, and Mary Jo. 
 
After that visit, I wrote an email to Hal Oakley that included: 
 

Jerome has copies of all of Ezra Marvin Miller’s Civil War records.  
Enlistment paper, muster out paper, pay records.  Recall that Ezra Marvin 
was a veterinary surgeon.  He also has Ezra’s handgun from the Civil War. 
 
He also has Ezra Allen Miller’s Civil War records and handgun.  And his 
widow’s pension document from 1916. 
 
Incredible to be able to meet them so soon after corresponding with Tony 
Miller. 

 
 
Here is an excerpt from an email that Mary Jo sent to me on 22 July 2016: 
 

Dear Burks and family: 
 
I am really losing it -- I have no memory of answering your email about 
23andMe in 2014 but came across it tonight.  Did I ever give you Steve’s 
email?  He and I (and now Bill and Carol - son/middle child) more and 
more are getting involved in the family tree.  I have lots of new “cousins” 
but nowhere so far (I think) have Jerry and Tony Miller been mentioned.  It 
was so great to see you in Portland that time -- Jerry and I mention it 
frequently.  Anyhow, hope you will let me know if I ever answered and how 
you all are these days.  At 93, I guess I am beginning to lose it although 
Steve says it IS NOT in a bad way, just normal.   



 
I love your photography -- fabulous and beautiful, especially the birds (to 
an old bird-watcher like me).  I never equaled your Mom, though, except 
that I did do all 7 continents and the penguins were the best. I am in a 
retirement home (not a happy camper), my house sold the first day and I 
feel rushed into too much.  Seem to do not much but sleep daytimes and 
stew at night (it is 1:45 a.m. right now.) 
 
Hope I will hear from you.  My phone is 503-xxx-xxxx if calling is any 
easier.  I am out of this apt. as much as possible, though, so leave a message. 
 
Cousin Mary Jo 

 
Here is a screenshot of Mary Jo’s obituary from the NewsRegister.com website 
(from Yamhill County, Oregon – the county seat is McMinville).  She was quite an 
interesting woman!! 
 



 
 

https://newsregister.com/article?articleTitle=mary-jo-capps-1923-2023--1687529086--46421—obituaries 

 


