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(and where it took me) 
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[The readers of this narrative might think that I have difficulty staying on task – 
and they might be right!] 
 
I have been looking through all of my large DNA matches on Ancestry.com, 
making sure that I understand exactly how each person fits into my family tree.  
A few days ago, I examined my DNA match with Jill Severn: 
 

 
 
Jill and I share 106 cM of DNA across seven segments.  Based on the size of this 
DNA match, software on Ancestry.com predicted our relationship: 
 

 
 
Here is a chart showing our actual relationship: 
 



 
 
Jill is my second-cousin once-removed, which is one of the relationships 
predicted by Ancestry.com.  I also have a 135 cM DNA match with Jill’s father 
(nsn94), whose last name must be Severn.  Jill and I are both descended from 
James Alfred Burks (1831-1900) and his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford 
(1837-1902).  I am descended from the Burks-Crawford couple through their 
daughter Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954), while Jill is descended from this 
couple through their daughter Lola Lisle Burks (1867-1942). 
 
Another way to view how Jill and I are related is to look at my ThruLines® chart 
for James Alfred Burks – here is just the part of the chart with the descendants of 
Lola Lisle Burks: 
 

 
 
This chart shows that I also have a DNA match with Jill’s brother, Don Severn. 



While looking at my DNA match with Jill Severn, I looked at our “Shared DNA 
Matches”.  This list looks slightly different now that I have the “Pro Tools” on 
Ancestry.com.  One of the shared matches I looked at was with Randy Chrisley: 
 

 
 
The icon inside the red rectangle (above) means that Ancestry.com was able to 
identify the ancestor(s) that Randy and I have in common. 
 
Since Jill is one of my Burks relatives, I was sure that Randy also would be 
related to me on the Burks branch of my family tree. 
 
Boy, was I wrong…. 
 
  



 
 
Randy is a Crawford relative!!  Randy and I are both descended from William 
Lewis Crawford Sr. (1792-1868) and his wife Elizabeth Jane Smith (1792-1835).  
I am descended from the Crawford-Smith couple through their son Daniel 
Crawford (1817-1881), while Randy is descended from this couple through their 
son William Lewis Crawford Jr. (1819-1890). 
 
I certainly have a terrible habit of classifying my DNA matches by the male 
ancestor’s surname.  I think of Jill Severn as a Burks relative, when I really need 
to think of her as a Burks-Crawford relative. 
 
Since Randy and I both are descended from William Lewis Crawford Sr., I next 
looked at this man’s profile in my family tree on Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 



It appears that William Lewis Crawford Sr. lived his entire life in Wythe County, 
Virginia.  Here is a map showing the location of Wythe County (shaded in red): 
 

 
 
Wytheville is the county seat of Wythe County, and interestingly, Wytheville is 
just 35 miles south of Bluefield, West Virginia, where the Oakley family used to 
own and operate WVVA-TV. 
 
But I digress…. 
 
According to my profile for William L. Crawford Sr. on the previous page, he and 
his wife Elizabeth Jane Smith had six children.  I know that Randy Chrisley is 
descended from one of their children (William Jr.), and I wondered if I had DNA 
matches with descendants of any of their other children.  So I next looked at my 
ThruLines® chart for William L. Crawford Sr.: 
 

 
 
This chart is unreadable at this magnification, so I’ll show it again in landscape 
view on the next page: 
 



 
 

Oh my!  I have a total of 35 DNA matches with descendants of William L. Crawford Sr.  Starting at the 
left side of this chart, I have DNA matches with descendants of William’s children Mary, Daniel, William 
Jr., Robert, and John Henry.  All of these people are in my family tree, so they appear inside of solid 
white boxes.  But then there are three additional children at the right – and I appear to have DNA 
matches with their descendants.  Those children are Charlotte, Mary Jane, and Sarah Ann.  These three 
children are listed with a “half” relationship, meaning that they had a different mother than Elizabeth 
Jane Smith.  Recall that the ThruLines® charts are based on family trees on Ancestry.com, which are 
notorious for having errors.  I didn’t want to discount the probability that these matches were 
legitimate, since they accounted for nine of my thirty-five matches with descendants of William L. 
Crawford Sr. – but I certainly didn’t have these three daughters in my family tree. 
 
But then it hit me! 



Here is just the right side of the ThruLines® chart: 
 

 
 
John Henry Crawford (at the left) was born in 1830, but then Charlotte, Mary 
Jane, and Sarah Ann were born in 1860, 1862, and 1865, respectively.  How can 
this be?  William Sr. was born in 1792. 
 
But still, these three daughters of William Sr. account for nine of my DNA 
matches. 
 
I went back and looked at the profile for William Sr. in my family tree, and I saw 
that his wife Elizabeth Jane Smith died in 1835. 
 
Hmmm… 
 
Did William Sr. remarry later in life? 
 
Scroll down…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page: 
 
  



I searched the family trees on Ancestry.com for William L. Crawford Sr. – and he 
appears in 174 trees.  Here is one of them – from the family tree owned by James 
Thompson: 
 

 
 
Oh my!!  This profile shows that William Sr. had twelve children with his first 
wife, Elizabeth Jane Smith, and then he had six children with his second wife, 
Eliza Jane Thompson.  And three of the children from his second marriage are 
Charlotte, Mary Jane, and Sarah Ann, who are the three children that appear in 
my ThruLines® chart for William Sr. 
 
I’ll certainly have to look into this in more detail.  But right now, let me make 
some observations. 
 

 William Sr.’s first wife, Elizabeth Jane Smith, died in 1835, having had 
twelve children with him.  His second wife, Eliza Jane Thompson, wasn’t 
even born until 1841. 

 
 William Sr. was born in 1792.  His second wife, Eliza Jane Thompson, was 

born in 1841, meaning that he was 49 years older than she was. 
 

 The first child in William Sr.’s second marriage was George Nash Crawford 
(1858-1859).  When George was born, William Sr. was 66 years old and his 
wife Eliza Jane was 17 years old.  At that time, William Sr. had been a 
widower for 23 years. 

 
 And William Sr. had SIX children with his second wife – the last was born in 

1866, when William Sr. was 74 years old. 
 

 My DNA matches (as well as those of my Oakley cousins) show that 
William Sr. was indeed the father of the children born to his second wife. 

 
This just can’t be right!  Can it? 
 



But wait!  It gets more interesting!  William Sr. appears in the Delp Family Tree: 
 

 
 
This profile shows that he married Jane Thompson (who I believe is Eliza Jane 
Thompson) on 30 January 1858, when he was 66 years old.  Again, she was born 
in 1841, so she would have been about 17 years old at the time.  And their first 
child, George Nash Crawford, was born on 27 July 1858 – just six months after 
they were married.  A 66-year-old man getting a 17-year-old girl pregnant.  Huh? 
 
Here is an excerpt from another profile – this one from the Sarah Fishback Family 
Tree: 
 

 
 
This profile has their marriage 19 days earlier, but else the same. 
 
At this point, I have to say that I am dumbfounded about my third-great 
grandfather, William Lewis Crawford Sr.  What an incredible story!  Twelve 
children with his first wife.  Six more children with his second wife – when he 
was in his sixties and seventies!  Is this an incredible story, or what?!! 
 
As an afterthought, I looked at several family trees owned by Oakley family 
members.  Here is Mark Eidem’s profile for William L. Crawford Sr.: 
 



 
 
Mark only has our direct ancestor, Daniel Crawford, in his tree.  And here is 
Mark’s ThruLines® for William Crawford: 
 

 
 
Mark has DNA matches with William’s children from his first marriage – Mary, 
Daniel, John, and William.  And he has four DNA matches with descendants of 
Charlotte Crawford, who was William’s daughter from his second marriage. 
 
Here is Hal Oakley’s profile for William Lewis Crawford Sr.: 
 

 



Hal’s profile has three of William Sr.’s children from his first marriage, including 
our ancestor, Daniel Crawford. 
 
And here is Hal’s ThruLines® chart for William Sr.: 
 

 
 
Wow!  Hal has DNA matches with 37 descendants of William Lewis Crawford Sr.!!  
I only have 35 matches, and Hal is another generation removed from William Sr.  
I find this quite amazing.  And Hal has DNA matches with descendants of two of 
William Sr.’s daughters from his second marriage, Charlotte and Mary Jane. 
 
For completeness, I also looked at the profile for William Lewis Crawford Sr. in 
Mary Oakley Winters’ family tree: 
 

 
 
Mary has all twelve children from William Sr.’s first marriage, but like the rest of 
us, she doesn’t have his children from his second marriage. 
 
At this point, I know that Mark, Hal, and I all have DNA matches with descendants 
of William Sr.’s daughters from his second marriage.  I should add that cousin 
Tim Oakley also has a DNA match with a descendant of Charlotte Crawford 
(Frank Mabry) – but Tim doesn’t have a family tree on Ancestry.com, so he 
doesn’t have any ThruLines® charts. 



 
I still couldn’t believe that William Lewis Crawford Sr. had a second wife who 
was so much younger than he was.  I needed more proof.  I searched for him 
again on Ancestry.com, and once again found him in numerous family trees, 
many with lots of records and sources: 
 

 
 
The first tree I examined was the “Thompson/Crawford & Harper/Harding 
Family Tree”, which is owned by James Thompson (I mentioned this tree earlier 
in this narrative).  In this tree, William Sr. appears at the following URL: 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/172455716/person/422272241443/facts 
 
The sources for this profile include a link to the entry for William Sr. in the 1860 
US Census: 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7667/images/4298880_00284?pId=34438509 
 
And when I viewed the census entry, I let out a huge scream: 
 

 
 
This shows William Sr., age 68, and his wife Jane, age 18, and their daughter 
Charlotte, age ¼ year – she was born on 29 January 1860. 
 
Holy cow!  William Sr. really did have a second wife who was 49 or 50 years 
younger than he was!!  Amazing!!! 
 
The profile for William Sr. on James Thompson’s family tree includes a link to 
William Sr.’s entry on the FindAGrave.com website: 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/219883689/william_crawford 
 
 



 
 
This page lists both his wives, and four of his children from his second marriage.  
I looked at the entry for Charlotte Crawford (married name Mabry): 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/138504193/charlotte_mabry 
 
Recall that Hal, Tim, and I have DNA matches with Frank Mabry, who is a direct 
descendant of Charlotte Crawford. 
 

 
 
Note that she is buried in Crawford Cemetery. 
 



 
 
In addition to the many Crawfords who are buried in this cemetery, there are 
seven people with the Chrisley name (and recall that this narrative came about 
from my DNA match with Randy Chrisley): 
 

 
 
These seven individuals simply have to be part of Randy’s family.  Unfortunately, 
Randy’s tree on Ancestry.com is private, so I can’t view it.  I did, however, look at 
Randy’s Chrisley line in other family trees on Ancestry.com.  I could trace this 
line from his father back to his third-great grandfather, John “Jones” Chrisley 
(1785-1867), and every Chrisley male in this line was born in Wythe County, 
Virginia. 



At this point, I think I’ve done enough with this branch of my family tree.  When I 
first looked at my DNA match with Jill Severn, I had no idea that I would end up 
finding new information about my third-great grandfather, William Lewis 
Crawford Sr. 
 
I certainly had no idea that I would find out that William Sr. was a widower for 23 
years before marrying a (very) young woman who was 49 or 50 years younger 
than he was.  And then having six more children with her!  What a story!! 


