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Dr. Patience Bacon (1631-1716) was my 8th-great grandmother on my Miller 
ancestral line: 
 

 
 
Ever since I was young, I knew that Patience Bacon was the first female physician 
and surgeon in New England – and perhaps in the colonies. 
 
Patience Bacon was married to William Miller, and in 1654, they were among the 
founders of Northampton, Massachusetts.  I remember that when I was a child, 
my parents and I visited Northampton, where there is a monument in Bridge 
Street Cemetery dedicated to the memory of William Miller and his wife Patience 
Bacon. 
 

         
 



The inscription in the photo at the right reads “Patience his wife – The first 
woman physician in this region – Died March 29, 1716”. 
 
Here is the first part of my line back to Patience Bacon – it goes through my 
second-great grandfather, Ezra Marvin Miller (1812-1874): 
 

 
 
I have DNA matches with twenty-five descendants of Ezra Marvin Miller, as 
shown in this ThruLines® chart from Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
 
Here is the next part of my line to Patience Bacon – it goes back through a line of 
Miller men to Capt. Jonathan Miller (1703-1787): 
 



 
 
Capt. Jonathan Miller’s son was Jonathan Allen Miller (1729-1810), and I have 
DNA matches with nineteen of his descendants, as shown in this ThruLines® 
chart: 
 

 
 
 
Finally, here is the line from Capt. Jonathan Miller to his paternal grandmother, 
Dr. Patience Bacon: 
 

 
 



Note that this pedigree chart from Geni.com ends with Patience Bacon – her 
parents apparently are unknown (or have not been proven beyond a reasonable 
doubt). 
 
I did a Google search to see what I could find about Patience Bacon.  Here is the 
AI Overview: 
 

 
 
As an aside, note that I am listed as one of the references for when she died and 
where she is buried. 
 
I also looked at Patience Bacon’s profile on the Geni.com website: 
 

 
 
I always find it interesting when the curators on Geni.com add comments like 
“Parents unproven – not Martha Worchester” – but don’t provide any evidence to 
support the statement.  And, as we will see, hundreds of family trees on the 
Ancestry.com website (including mine) have Martha Worchester as Patience’s 
mother. 
 
Here is the profile for Patience Bacon on the Geni.com website: 
 



 
 
Going back to my ancestral line back to Patience Bacon, I am descended from her 
son, Ebenezer Miller (1664-1737). 
 
Patience Bacon appears in a huge number of family trees on the Ancestry.com 
website: 
 

 
 
It appears that a number of these trees have her mother being Martha 
Worchester (born 1600). 
 
These trees also have her father as being William Bacon (1593-1653). 
 



For what it’s worth, here is the pedigree I have for Patience Bacon on 
Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
I looked at other family trees on Ancestry.com that had the ancestors of Patience 
Bacon.  Here is what I found in the “Gene Miler McDonald Family Tree”: 
 

 
 



I note that Gene Miller (female) came from an uninterrupted line of Miller males, 
which in and of itself is pretty cool.  She is descended from William Miller and his 
wife Patience Bacon.  I guess that Gene and I must be something like eighth- or 
ninth-cousins.1 
 
Gene’s pedigree traces Patience’s Bacon line back to James Bacon (1536-1573): 
 

 
 
 
Just for fun, I looked at James Bacon on the Geni.com website.  Here is his profile: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  James Bacon was the Sheriff of London! 
 
Note that this profile was added by Bruce Haris Bacon, Jr. – who himself comes 
from a long line of Bacon males. 
 
Here is the pedigree from Geni.com for James Bacon, Sheriff of London, going 
back to his 2nd-great grandfather, Sir John Bacon V (1375-1453): 
 

 
1 See the Appendix – Gene and I are actually sixth-cousins thrice-removed. 



 
 
Continuing back, here is the pedigree for Sir John Bacon V going back to his 2nd-
great grandfather, John Bacon (1272-1358): 
 

 
 
One more – here is the pedigree for John Bacon going back to his 2nd-great 
grandfather, Count Ralph De Bacon (1158-1193): 
 

 
 
Oh, I lied.  Here is one more pedigree chart – going back from Count Ralph De 
Bacon to his 2nd-great grandfather, Anchetal Bascoin de Bacon (1050-1075):  
 



 
 
Here is the profile for Anchetal Bascoin de Bacon from Geni.com: 
 

 
 
Note that this man was born in 1050, which was before the Norman Invasion in 
1066. 
 
It is interesting that Anchetal Bascoin de Bacon was born in the village of 
Baconsthorpe, in Norfolk, England.  Here is a Google Map showing the location of 
Baconsthorpe: 
 

 



 
As an aside, note that Baconsthorpe is about five miles east of Blakeney, and one 
of my high-school classmates from Euclid, Ohio, married an Englishman and they 
live in Blakeney. 
 
Let me now go back to William Bacon, who many think is the father of Patience 
Bacon.  Here is his entry on Geni.com: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
So there we are!  Finally there is an explanation about Martha Worcester (or 
Worchester) – she was a fictional person created by Gustav Anjou.  But I’m not 
sure that this excludes William Bacon (1593-1653) from being Patience’s father. 
 
And if he was her father, then I can trace my Bacon line back to Baconsthorpe, 
U.K., before the time of the Norman invasion! 



Appendix:  My Relationship To Gene Miller McDonald 
 
Here is a composite image containing my ancestral line back to Dr. Patience 
Bacon from the Geni.com website, as well as Gene Miller’s line back to Patience 
Bacon: 
 

 
 
Based on this chart, Gene is a sixth-cousin of my great-grandmother, Hannah 
Mariah Miller (1838-1925), which means that Gene and I are sixth-cousins 
thrice-removed.  Amazing! 


