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Introduction 
 
My name is Burks Oakley II and I was named after my father, Burks Oakley 
(1898-1969).  In turn, my father’s given name was his mother’s maiden name – 
his mother was Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954).  We can trace Kate’s Burks 
ancestral line in America back to John Burks (1655-1721), who was born in 
Ireland and immigrated to America, settling in Virginia.  See: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/6A-BurksGenealogy.pdf 
 
Since my given name is Burks, I always am interested in finding new Burks 
family relatives.  I have my DNA profile on the Ancestry.com website, and I have 
found many of my Burks relatives through DNA matches.  I even found a cousin 
named Jackie Burks Oakley (her maiden name was Burks, and she married an 
Oakley): 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/TwoMoreBurksRelatives_21Jan16.pdf 
 
But DNA isn’t the only way to find new relatives.  Read on! 
 
 
Is it Possible that there is an Oakley Burks? 
 
A week or so ago, I spoke with someone who said that he had a difficult time 
finding my e-mail address.  I thought that was somewhat strange, since I am all 
over the web.  So a few days ago, I Googled my name to see how difficult it would 
be to find my e-mail address. 
 
The Google search turned up lots and lots of hits.  The top three were: 
 



 
 
The first hit was to my personal website at burksoakley.com, which clearly has 
my contact information, including my e-mail address.  I concluded that it really 
shouldn’t be very difficult to find my e-mail address. 
 
I continued to look at the results of this Google search, which was really quite 
fortunate, because I found the following: 
 

 
 
The title of this site was “Oakley Burks and Kadyn Dyson’s Wedding Website”.  
OMG!  Could it be that there is a person named Oakley Burks?  I then followed the 
link, which took me to: 
 



 
 

https://www.theknot.com/us/oakley-burks-and-kadyn-dyson-apr-2024 
 
 
Oakley Burks and Kadyn Dyson are getting married in Muldrow, Oklahoma, on 6 
April 2024. 
 
I next Googled “Oakley Burks Muldrow Oklahoma” (no quotes).  The third hit was 
to Oakley’s Facebook page: 
 

 
 
I followed the link to her Facebook page: 
 



 
 
Note that her Facebook page is at: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/oakley.burks 
 
while my Facebook page is at: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/burks.oakley 
 
Wow!  There really is someone named Oakley Burks!  And it is FBO (Facebook 
Official).  This is pretty amazing!  As I think about it, she probably would be just 
as amazed as I am to find someone named Burks Oakley… 
 
 
Is it Possible that I am Related to Oakley Burks? 
 
I immediately wondered if Oakley Burks and I are related to each other.  So I 
continued searching with Google.  I played with the search terms, and eventually 
used “oakley burks oklahoma” (no quotes).  One of the top ten hits was to an 
obituary for Jimmy Carl Burks: 
 

 
 

https://www.mccarnfuneralservice.com/obituaries/Jimmy-Burks/#!/Obituary 
 
Here is a screenshot of his obituary: 
 



 
 
From this obituary, I learned that: 
 

 One of his granddaughters was Oakley Burks of Talihina, Oklahoma. 
 

 His son Larry Burks also lives in Talihina, Oklahoma. 
 

 His father was Herbert Burks. 
 
From this, my best guess is that Larry Burks is Oakley’s father. 
 
I went back to Oakley’s Facebook page, and I found that she went to Talihina High 
School and currently lives in Talihina.  A quick glance at Larry Burks’ Facebook 
page confirmed that he is Oakley’s father. 
 
Here is a Google Map showing the location of Talihina, Oklahoma: 
 



 
 
Talihina is located ~65 miles southwest of Ft. Smith, Arkansas.  Its name 
originated from two Choctaw words, ‘tully’ and ‘hena’, meaning “iron road”, a 
reference to the railroad around which the town was built.  But I digress…. 
 
If I am related to Oakley Burks, then I certainly was related to her paternal 
grandfather, Jimmy Carl Burks.  So I looked a little more into this man – here is 
his entry from the Findagrave.com website: 
 

 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/220592009/jimmy-carl-burks 
 
 
Jimmy Carl Burks is buried in Cupco Cemetery in Yanush, Oklahoma, less than ten 
miles west of Talihina. 
 
Other Burks family members are also buried in this cemetery: 
 



 
 
Jimmy Carl’s obituary stated that Herbert Burks was his late father, so my guess 
is that this man was Herbert Franklin Burks (1917-1985).  And then Herbert 
Franklin Burks Jr. (1941-2005) would be Herbert’s son and Jimmy Carl’s older 
brother.1 
 
From here, I reasoned that I could find the rest of Oakley’s Burks line on 
Ancestry.com.  Here is the profile for Herbert Franklin Burks from the family tree 
owned by Philles_VanHorn: 
 

 
 
The information in this profile is completely consistent with all that I assumed up 
to this point.  And this profile shows that Herbert Franklin Burks’ father was 
Oscar H. Burks (1892-1960). 
 

 
1 As an aside, it appears that Nadine Burks (1940-2007) is not a close relative of the other Burks 
family members buried in this cemetery.  I was able to trace her family tree back to John Burks 
(1655-1721), who I mentioned in the introductory paragraph. 



Here is a profile for Oscar Herbert Burks (1892-1960) from a family tree owned 
by gfbecker: 
 

 
 
This profile shows that Oscar Herbert’s son was Herbert F. Burks, and that his 
father was David Burks (1858-1937). 
 
Continuing back on the Burks line, here is the profile for David Burks from the 
family tree owned by gfbecker: 
 

 
 
I’m covering a large number of generations here.  I wonder if this Burks line will 
ever intersect with mine… 
 
The profile for David Burks lists his father as James Edward Burks (1818-1891).  
Continuing back, here is a profile for James Edward Burks from the family tree 
owned by Brian Embree: 
 



 
 
Well, this is encouraging, since James Edward Burks was born in Virginia, and my 
Burks ancestors originally lived in Virginia.   
 
This profile shows that James Edward Burks’ parents were James Burks (1774-
1864) and his wife Elizabeth “Betsy” Townsend (1780-1845).   
 
I next looked at James Burks in the family tree owned by Brian Embree.  Could it 
be that I’ll finally connect back to my Burks line? 
 
 
 
Scroll down… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to the next page… 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Oh my!  This profile shows that James Burks’ parents were William Burks (1750-
1830) and Eliza Burks (I believe that her maiden name was Cade).  This couple 
were my third-great grandparents. 
 
Bingo!  Oakley Burks is indeed my distant cousin!! 
 
After my initial excitement wore off, I began to have second thoughts about this.  
The entry for William Burks in my family tree on Ancestry.com doesn’t have a 
son named James Burks (1774-1864).  I do have an Allen James Burks (1771-
1864) who was married to Elizabeth “Betsy” Townsend (1780-1850). 
 
Here is my profile for Allen James Burks: 
 

 



In comparing James Burks and Allen James Burks, some of the children are the 
same, and his wife Elizabeth Townsend is the same, and his place of birth is the 
same – but the birth year and the place of death are different.  Of course, so is his 
name – Allen James Burks vs. James Burks. 
 
This is so frustrating!  On Ancestry.com, everyone has their own version of a 
family tree.  And users copy lots of profiles into their own trees without doing 
any verification.  So which of these profiles is correct? 
 
I searched all the family trees on Ancestry.com for James Burks, who was born in 
1774 in Virginia, who died in 1864 in North Carolina, who was the son of William 
Burks and a woman whose last name was Cade.  Here are the results of that 
search: 
 

 
 
The search turned up Allen James Burks – and he appears in 1015 family trees on 
Ancestry.com.  But this search did NOT turn up a James Burks (this search didn’t 
get the entry for James Burks from Brian Embree’s family tree, since he listed 
Elizabeth “Eliza” Cade by her married name, Eliza Burks. 
 
The first hit from the search shown above was from the family tree named 
Burks123, which is owned by Russell Burks.  This profile is based on 11 records 
and 96 sources, and it is in a tree with 8471 people.  It seems that Russell Burks 
is a serious genealogist; he is descended from William Burks and his wife 
Elizabeth (Eliza) Cade through their son Allen James Burks Sr. (1771-1864). 
 
At any rate, let’s see what Russell Burks has for the profile of Allen James Burks, 
Sr. (who was his direct ancestor): 
 



 
 
Well, this profile has Allen James Burks Sr.’s parents as William Burks and his 
wife Elizabeth (Eliza) Cade.  It shows that Allen James Burks had 18 children, 
although William F. Burks appears twice.  But most importantly, it has one of the 
children being James N. Burks (1818-1891), and this person is most likely a 
direct ancestor of Oakley Burks.  In other trees, James appears as James Edward 
Burks, and even James N. Edward Burks.  So Russell Burks’ family tree seems to 
support the idea that Oakley Burks’ line does go back to William Burks and his 
wife Eliza Cade. 
 
At this point, I’m going to stop looking into this branch of the Burks family tree.  
There seems to be a lot of contradictory information in the many family trees, 
and I’m not sure that I could find the “truth”.   
 
Given the information that I have presented above, I’m 95% sure that Oakley 
Burks is a direct descendant of William Burks and his wife Elizabeth “Eliza” Cade. 
 
Here is a chart showing how Oakley and I are most likely related: 
 
 



 
 
Based on this chart, I was a fourth-cousin of Herbert Franklin Burks, which 
means that Oakley and I are fourth-cousins three-times removed. 
 
 
One Last Question 
 
In my extended family, my first-cousin David R. Oakley’s youngest child was 
Catherine Anne Oakley (born in 1967).  Cathy married Gary Bunce, and they 
named their first son Oakley Robert Bunce (born in 1996).  As far as I know, that 
is the only example in my extended family of someone having the first name of 
Oakley. 
 
My one remaining question is:  How did Oakley Burks get the name Oakley? 
 


