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I recently wrote a narrative about the “Enhanced” Shared DNA Matches tool that 
is part of the Pro Tools set on Ancestry.com.  See: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/DavidSmith_14Jul26.pdf 
 
In that narrative, I showed how a set of shared DNA matches could be used to 
verify a branch of my family tree. 
 
The approach that I used in that narrative was quite informative, so I decided to 
see if I could replicate it with another branch of my family tree.  And that is what 
this narrative is all about. 
 
I began by looking at my DNA matches with descendants of Ezra Marvin Miller 
(1812-1874).  Ezra was my second-great grandfather.  Here is my ThruLines® 
chart for Ezra Marvin Miller: 
 

 
 
I have DNA matches with 25 descendants of Ezra Marvin Miller. 
 
I spent 30 minutes or so looking through these DNA matches, and I ended up 
selecting my DNA match with Mary Helen Choate.  Here is the branch of my 
ThruLines® chart for Ezra Marvin Miller that connects to Mary Helen: 
 



 
 
Mary Helen is descended from Ezra Marvin Miller through his daughter Julia 
Fidelia Miller (1852-1902). 
 
I started from scratch with my DNA match with Mary Helen.  Here are our 
common ancestors: 
 

 
 
We both are descended from Ezra Marvin Miller and his wife Jane Kershaw Wells. 
 
Here is a chart from Ancestry.com showing how Mary Helen and I are most likely 
related: 



 
 
According to this chart, Mary Helen and I are third cousins.  We share 61 cM of 
DNA. 
 
I next looked at the DNA matches that Mary Helen and I have in common – our 
so-called “Shared DNA Matches”.  It turns out that we have 126 shared matches, 
which is way too many to display in any meaningful way. 
 
I filtered the 126 shared matches so that I only saw those matches where Mary 
Helen and I have known common ancestors.  That trimmed the list to seventeen 
shared matches.  Here are six of the seventeen: 
 

 



 
These matches are with Amy Oakley (my daughter), Mark Eidem (my first-cousin 
once-removed), Ellen Camarillo, krojester, amajorskelly, and Brent Austin. 
 
I then created a relationship chart, showing how Mary Helen and I are related to 
the six of them: 
 

 
 
This chart is difficult to view at this magnification, so I will show it in landscape 
view on the next page: 
 
 



 
 



In this relationship chart, I am in the red rectangle and Mary Helen is in the 
indigo rectangle.  Both of us are descended from Ezra Marvin Miller and his wife 
Jane Kershaw Wells – labelled in red as Couple #1.  The right half of the chart also 
shows my first-cousin once-removed, Mark Eidem, and Mary Helen’s first-cousin 
once-removed, krojester. 
 
To the left of me in this chart is amajorskelly.  She is descended from Allen Miller 
and his wife Hannah Louise Tripp – labelled in red as Couple #2. 
 
And at the lower-left of the chart are Brent Austin and Ellen Camarillo.  They are 
descended from Solomon Case and his wife Anna Case – labelled in red as Couple 
#3. 
 
Of course, Mary Helen and I, and all of our shared DNA matches, also are 
descended from the Case-Case couple.  And if you don’t remember, yes, they 
were first-cousins – see: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/16-CaseSpencer-DNA-matches.pdf 
 
Note that the relationship chart on the previous page could have a handful more 
people; they appear as shared DNA matches, but they don’t show up as having 
common ancestors.  Mary Helen and I have shared DNA matches with Amanda 
Mervin and Mary Bowers: 
 

 
 
Amanda is a great-granddaughter of my uncle Allen Miller Oakley, but her DNA 
profile is not linked to her family tree.  Mary is Mark Eidem’s daughter, but for 
some reason, software on Ancestry.com is unable to determine how we are 
related.   
 

 
 
A puzzle, for sure! 
 



Mary Helen and I also have shared DNA matches with her son, Ken Choate, and 
her daughter, Julia Martinroe: 
 

 
 
Ken doesn’t have a family tree on Ancestry.com, and Julia’s tree is private (and 
also not linked to her DNA profile). 
 
As an aside, Mary Helen’s DNA profile on Ancestry.com is managed by her 
daughter, Julia Martinroe: 
 

 
 
 
But I digress…. 
 
As I was reviewing all of this, I found that I had omitted the shared DNA match 
that Mary Helen and I have with Sandra Barker: 
 

 
 
Sandra also is descended from Allen Miller and his wife Hannah Louise Tripp: 
 



 
 
This just adds another line from Allen Miller and his wife Hannah Louise Tripp. 
 
Here is the relationship chart, edited to include Sandra Barker: 
 

 
 
I’ll show this chart on the next page in landscape view: 
 
 



 
 



When viewing this revised chart, Sandra appears just to my left. 
 
Let me again emphasize that Mary Helen Choate and I have shared DNA matches 
with all seven of the people at the ends of the ancestral lines: 
 

 Brent Austin 
 Ellen Camarillo 
 amajorskelly 
 Sandra Barker 
 Amy Oakley 
 Mark Eidem 
 krojester 

 
To me, these shared DNA matches provide solid support for the genealogical 
record.  I should add that this doesn’t mean that we all have the same segment of 
DNA on the same chromosome.  It just means that these seven people have a DNA 
match with Mary Helen and also with me.  [This is why we need a chromosome 
browser on Ancestry.com.] 
 
Mary Helen and I have another six shared DNA matches with descendants of Ezra 
Marvin Miller and his wife Jane Kershaw Wells: 
 

 
 
I have omitted these six people from the overall relationship chart – just too 
many people to fit onto one chart. 



 
As I think about all of this, I now have multiple ways to verify a branch of my 
family tree.  If I want to look at Solomon Case and his wife Anna Case (two of my 
fifth-great grandparents), I can find single DNA matches that go back to this 
couple – for example, my DNA match with Ellen Camarillo: 
 

 
 
And then I can go deeper into the ancestral line by looking at my ThruLines® 
chart for Solomon Case: 
 

 
 



I have 37 DNA matches with his descendants.  More support for my ancestral line 
back to Solomon Case. 
 
And now, by using the “Enhanced” Shared DNA Matches tool that is part of the 
Pro Tools set on Ancestry.com, I have yet another way to verify a branch (or 
several branches) of my family tree.  The combined relationship chart discussed 
in this narrative is a good example of this: 
 

 
 
Mary Helen Choate and I have “Shared DNA Matches” with the seven people in 
this chart – and four of us are descended from Ezra Marvin Miller and his wife 
Jane Kershaw Wells, six of us are descended from Allen Miller and his wife 
Hannah Louise Tripp, and all nine of us are descended from Solomon Case and 
his wife Anna Case.  This approach provides a different type of support for the 
ancestral lines – since it shows connections over multiple generations. 
 
This approach might only work when I have a large number of shared DNA 
matches with one of my DNA matches, but when it works, it seems pretty 
powerful. 
 



Appendix:  Amy Lorene Majors-Kelly 
 
One of the shared DNA matches included in this narrative was with a woman 
having the username of amajorskelly on Ancestry.com.  Here is her profile: 
 

 
 
I wondered what her real name was, so I Googled her. 
 

 
 
Oh no!  Amy Lorene Majors-Kelly passed away at the age of 44 on April 29, 2024.  
So sorry to see this…. 


