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I regularly visit the Ancestry.com website to look for new DNA matches.  I am 
especially interested in those matches where software on the website is able to 
identify the ancestors that a DNA match and I have in common.  When I find a 
new DNA match where our common ancestors are known – well, I never know 
where the subsequent investigation is going to take me.  And this narrative is 
about one of my more interesting excursions back into my genealogical past that 
I have taken recently.  Stay tuned! 
 
A few days ago, I learned that I had a new DNA match on Ancestry.com with 
Linda Shoemaker: 
 

 
 
Linda and I share just 9 cM of DNA, so we are likely to be very distant relatives.  
In fact, we both are descended from Nathan Lyon (1703-1757) and his wife 
Abigail Mallory (1701-1779): 
 

 
 
The Lyon-Mallory couple were my fifth-great grandparents. 
 
I next looked at the chart showing how Linda and I are most likely to be related: 



 
 
I am descended from the Lyon-Mallory couple through their son, Joseph Oliver 
Lyon (1728-1812), while Linda is descended from this couple through their son 
John Lyon (1739-1818).  Based on this chart, Linda and I are sixth-cousins. 
 
Note that Linda comes from a long line of Lyon males (what a great alliteration – 
“long line of Lyon”), which ended with the birth of her paternal grandmother, 
Mildred Celicia Lyon (1883-1935). 
 
Linda has a rather large family tree on Ancestry.com.  Here is her pedigree: 
 

 



Since Linda’s father was a Dewing, I guessed that her married name was Linda 
Dewing Shoemaker.  When I Googled this name, one of the “hits” was to an article 
about her life – see: 
 
http://mytownagreatplacetolive.com/senior-citizens-linda-dewing-shoemaker/ 
 
The article included a photo of her when she became a nurse in 1962: 
 

 
 
At this point, my “excursion” into my past took an interesting turn.  I went to the 
Geni.com website and looked at my ancestral line back to Nathan Lyon – 
remember, Linda and I are both descended from Nathan Lyon (and his wife, 
Abigail Mallory). 
 
Here is a screenshot from Geni.com, showing the first part of my line back to 
Nathan Lyon.  This first part goes back to my second-great grandmother, Lucy 
Ann Eunice Darling (1804-1884), who is marked with a red star in this chart: 
 

 
 
And here is the next part of my ancestral line, going from Lucy Ann Eunice 
Darling back to Nathan Lyon (1703-1757): 
 



 
 
My line back to Nathan Lyon on Geni.com can be summarized as: 
 

 
 
This ancestral line is in complete agreement with the same line on Ancestry.com. 
 
Just for fun, I wanted to see how far back I could go with Nathan Lyon’s ancestors 
on Geni.com. 
 
I was amazed to see that I could go back to my 25th-great grandfather, Balderic 
the Teuton, 1st Lord of Bacqueville: 
 
 



 
 
Balderic lived from ~970-1033.  He was a German who settled in Normandy, 
France.  His descendants eventually ended up in England and included several 
knights. 
 
I’m always amused when I can go back so far into the past.  It is amusing, yes.  But 
certainly not something to get too excited about. 
 
But in this case, the ancestral line provided some new and (to me) important 
information.  Did you catch it? 
 
 
 
Scroll down…. 
 
 
 
 
Keep scrolling…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page…. 
 
  



My ancestral line back to Balderic goes through John Winthrop, Governor of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  John Winthrop was a very important person for his time.  Here is another 
view showing my ancestral line back to my ninth-great grandfather, John 
Winthrop: 
 

 
 
Here is the start of the Wikipedia article about John Winthrop: 
 



 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Winthrop 
 
 
In 1630 (just ten years after the Mayflower arrived in Plymouth, Massachusetts), 
John Winthrop led a large group of Puritans on eleven ships from England to 
Massachusetts.  In fact, the ships were called the Winthrop Fleet: 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winthrop_Fleet 
 
 
Not knowing much about history, I wondered where the Winthrop Fleet landed.  
Google AI provided the following: 
 



 
 
The fleet landed in Salem, but many settlers relocated to Boston.  And not know 
much about Massachusetts geography, here is a Google Map showing the 
locations of Salem (in the upper-right) and Boston: 
 

 
 
Here is a little more information about the Puritans who immigrated to 
Massachusetts starting in 1630: 
 



 
 
As I was searching online for information about John Winthrop, I learned that 
there is even a Winthrop Society: 
 

 
 

https://www.winthropsociety.com/ 
 
 
Here is a painting of the Winthrop Fleet arriving in Boston harbor: 
 



 
 

Arrival of Winthrop's Company in Boston Harbor (1630) by William Formby Halsall.  William 
Halsall was a famous maritime painter.  Interestingly, he died in 1919 in Winthrop, 

Massachusetts (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winthrop,_Massachusetts) 
 
 
At this point, I was kicking myself – why didn’t I know about my connection to 
John Winthrop before?  I looked at my RootsMagic database on my notebook 
computer, which I try to keep up-to-date with my direct ancestors.  Here is the 
branch of my family tree in this database that goes back from Lucy Ann Eunice 
Darling: 
 

 
 
Note that when this line got to the grandparents of Nathan Lyon, they were listed 
as Richard Lyon II and his wife Margaret (indicated by the red star).  AND I HAD 
NO LAST NAME FOR MARGARET! 



 
From Geni.com, I now know that this woman was Margaret Winthrop (1629-
1705): 
 

 
 
Margaret Winthrop was my seventh-great grandmother: 
 

 
 
And, of course, Margaret’s paternal grandfather was John Winthrop: 
 

 
 



At this point, I thought to myself that all this Winthrop stuff was pretty cool to 
discover.  Certainly not what I was expecting when I first saw my DNA match 
with Linda Shoemaker. 
 
I want to make sure that I really hadn’t known about my connection to John 
Winthrop previously.  So I searched my computer for “Winthrop”.  And I was 
amazed to see that one of the files containing this word was a scan of a book from 
1902: 
 

 
 
And this book was about the Burr family, and the introduction mentioned that 
Jehu Burr came to New England “with Winthrop’s famous fleet in 1630”.  Here is 
the title page from that book: 

 



 
Jehu Burr was my eighth-great grandfather – here is my ancestral line from 
Geni.com: 
 

 
 
And here is Jehu Burr’s profile from Geni.com: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Note that the image used with his profile is of the Winthrop Fleet. 
 
As an aside, I should add that Jehu Burr was a second-great grandfather of Aaron 
Burr, the third Vice President of the United States: 
 



 
 
And this means that Aaron Burr was my first-cousin, six times removed: 
 

 
 
If this is too complicated, just keep in mind that my fourth-great grandmother, 
Sarah Burr, was a first-cousin of Aaron Burr. 
 
In searching for information about Jehu Burr and the Winthrop Fleet, I learned 
that he is listed in the Wikipedia article about the Winthrop Fleet: 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winthrop_Fleet 
 
 
 
Now let me return to my Lyon line.  Recall that this narrative began with my DNA 
match with Linda Shoemaker, and she and I are both descended from Nathan 
Lyon (1703-1757) and his wife Abigail Mallory (1701-1779).  I am descended 
from their son, Joseph Oliver Lyon (1728-1812): 
 



 
 
Joseph Oliver Lyon was my fourth-great grandfather. 
 

 
 
Note that I am one of the managers of this profile on Geni.com! 
 
More importantly, note that Joseph Oliver Lyon was born in Redding, 
Connecticut, but he died in Kingston, New Brunswick, Canada.  He was a Loyalist 
during the Revolutionary War.  He was captured, held prisoner, released in a 
prisoner exchange in 1778, and eventually settled in New Brunswick, Canada: 
 

 
 
 
Summary:  In this rather lengthy narrative, I began with my new DNA match 
with Linda Shoemaker.  Linda and I are both descended from Nathan Lyon 
(1703-1757) and his wife Abigail Mallory (1701-1779); this couple were my 
fifth-great grandparents. 
 



While looking at my ancestral line back to Nathan Lyon on the Geni.com website, 
I learned that John Winthrop, who was the first Governor of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony, was Nathan Lyon’s second-great grandfather.  That makes John 
Winthrop my ninth-great grandfather. 
 
John Winthrop was widely-known for leading the Winthrop Fleet in 1630, as the 
initial surge of the Great Migration.1  And he also contributed significantly to the 
early days of settling colonial America. 
 
I also learned that Jehu Burr, who was my eighth-great grandfather, came to 
America on the Winthrop Fleet.  Of course, Jehu Burr was a second-great 
grandfather of Aaron Burr, the third Vice President of the United States. 
 
 
 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan_migration_to_New_England_(1620–1640) 


