
 
 

My New DNA Match with Jennifer Wills 
(and where it took me) 

 
By Burks Oakley II 

20 June 2026 
 
 

A few days ago, I learned that I had a new DNA match on Ancestry.com with a 
woman having the username lopezfamilytn: 
 

 
 
This woman and I share just 10 cM of DNA, so we are likely to be very distant 
cousins. 
 
I next looked at the ancestors that lopezfamilytn and I have in common: 
 

 
 
We both are descended from John Wisdom (1698-1762) and his wife Ann Collins 
(1718-1799).  This couple were my fifth-great grandparents. 
 
Of course, I next looked to see the specifics of how lopezfamilytn and I are most 
likely related.  Here is the chart that was automatically created by software on 
the Ancestry.com website: 
 



 
 
I am descended from the Wisdom-Collins couple through their daughter Mary 
“Mollie” Wisdom (1732-1826), while lopezfamilytn is descended from this 
couple through their son Joseph Lee Wisdom (1752-1820).  Based on this chart, 
lopezfamilytn and I are 6th-cousins. 
 
I note that lopezfamilytn’s father was John David Wills, so this woman’s maiden 
name was most likely Wills.  I looked at her family trees on her profile page on 
the Ancestry.com website: 
 

 
 
Her family trees include “Jennifer Wills Lopez Maternal Ancestry” and “JWL 
Paternal (actively editing)”.  That’s good enough for me – this woman must be 
Jennifer Wills (married name Lopez). 
 



Here is the first part of her paternal pedigree chart: 
 

 
 
This agrees with her Wisdom line in the relationship chart on the previous page.  
So from now on, I will refer to lopezfamilytn by her birth name of Jennifer Wills. 
 
I next wanted to look at my ThruLines® charts for our common ancestors – John 
Wisdom and his wife Ann Collins.  Here is my ThruLines® chart for John 
Wisdom: 
 

 
 
This chart is unreadable at this magnification – but the important thing to know 
is that I have DNA matches with 87 descendants of John Wisdom, and they go 
back to this man through FIFTEEN of his children!!!  Oh my…. 
 
I’ll show this ThruLines® chart as several sections in landscape view in the 
Appendix. 
 
I should add that my ThruLines® chart for Ann Collins is very similar to the chart 
shown above, except that I have DNA matches with 92 of her descendants.  This 
emphasizes that these ThruLines® charts are based on family trees on the 
Ancestry.com website, which are known to have errors and inconsistencies.  And 
I’m not going to take the time trying to find the errors in other people’s family 
trees.  Let’s just say that I have a very large number of DNA matches with 
descendants of the Wisdom-Collins couple. 
 
Here is my ThruLines® chart for John Wisdom in the “List” mode: 
 



 
 
In this view, one can see the names of all fifteen of his children that appear in the 
relationship chart on the previous page. 
 
Here is the branch of the ThruLines® chart that shows Jennifer Wills 
(lopezfamilytn): 
 



 
 
Note that Jennifer’s paternal grandmother was Hazel Wisdom (1911-1987) – 
amazing that the Wisdom surname lasted for so many generations. 
 
I went on to look at the DNA matches that Jennifer and I have in common – our 
so-called “Shared DNA Matches”.  We have 41 shared matches, but our common 
ancestors are only known for three of them: 
 

 



I am rather unsure of our shared match with the woman having the username of 
RVARVA, since this woman is apparently only descended from Ann Collins and 
not John Wisdom.  So I’ll disregard her for now. 
 
But Jennifer and I still have “Shared DNA Matches” with KaydeHolton1249 and 
Harrell Rudolph – and here is a chart showing how the four of us are related: 
 

 
 
Kayde, Harrell, Jennifer (lopezfamilytn), and I all are descended from the 
Wisdom-Collins couple at the top of the chart.  Kayde and I connect back to this 
couple through their daughter Mary “Mollie” Wisdom, who was married to 
Edmund Burris (1720-1781).  Harrell and Jennifer connect back to the Wisdom-
Collins couple through their son Joseph Lee Wisdom.  
 
Harrell appeared in one of my recent narratives about John Wisdom and Ann 
Collins, but in a different set of comparisons – see:  
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/ReeceYoungJr_11Mar26.pdf 
 
So I decided to look at my DNA match with Harrell in a little more detail.  Harrell 
and I have a whopping 53 “Shared DNA Matches” (quite amazing since we are 
descended from a couple who lived in the early 1700’s), and our common 
ancestors are known for 13 of them, as shown in the following screenshot: 
 



 



I looked through these thirteen for some “interesting” shared DNA matches, and I 
settled on Vicki Holt and Deloris M. Sweazy.  Here is a chart showing how the 
four of us are related: 
 

 
 
Remember that Harrell and I have “Shared DNA Matches” with Vicki and Deloris.  
As an aside, Vicki and Deloris have a 48 cM DNA match with each other: 
 

 
 
At this point in the narrative, I have presented a number of DNA matches and 
their associated genealogical records (family trees).  While all of this might be 
interesting in its own right, the important feature of all of this is that everything 
involves my ancestral line going back through Amy (White) Griffey, the second 
wife of Levi Burks.  The reason that this is so important to me is that when I first 
began my “hobby” of genetic genealogy more than a decade ago, Amy Griffey’s 
parents were unknown to me.  She was, using the jargon of genealogy, the 
proverbial brick wall.  But now, I have a huge amount of evidence about her 
ancestors, and most all of this evidence involves DNA matches.  And with each 
new set of DNA matches, the evidence supporting her ancestral lines gets 
stronger and stronger. 
 
 



Changing gears now, I would like to follow the Wisdom line back from John 
Wisdom.  Here is what I have in my family tree on the Ancestry.com website: 
 

 
 
Let me begin with John Wisdom himself: 
 

 
 
It appears that John lived his entire life in Orange, Virginia.  Orange is the county 
seat of Orange County, which I highlighted in red in the following map: 
 

 
 
Going back, John’s father was Francis Wisdom (1676-1750): 
 

 
 
Francis appears to have been the first Wisdom to live in Orange, Virginia. 
 
Francis’ father was Thomas Wisdom (1630-1696): 



 
 
Thomas’ father was John Thomas Wisdom (1605-1682): 
 

 
 
Thomas and John Thomas both immigrated from England to America. 
 
John Thomas Wisdom’s father was Thomas Wisdom (Wisdome): 
 

 
 
This man was born in Wales in 1580 and died in England in 1672. 
 
Now let’s go the other way from John Wisdom.  His daughter was Mary “Mollie” 
Wisdom: 
 

 
 
Mollie lived her entire life in Orange, Virginia.  Her daughter was Francis “Fanny” 
Wisdom – married name Burris: 
 

 
 
Now this is getting interesting!  After being in Orange, Virginia, for multiple 
generations, the family migrated west to Lawrenceburg, Kentucky.  In the time of 
Fanny’s life, the only way to get from Orange, Virginia, to Lawrenceburg, 
Kentucky, was through the Cumberland Gap, an historic mountain pass in the 
Appalachian Mountains, located exactly where the borders of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Virginia converge. 



 
Here is a graphic showing the location of the Cumberland Gap: 
 

 
 
Once in Kentucky, the Wilderness Road continued on, but then split, with the 
western branch being called the Logan Trace: 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logan_Trace 
 
Logan’s Trace continued on to Logan’s Fort, and then on to Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky.  And from there, it was another 20 miles to Lawrenceburg, where 
Fanny Wisdom eventually ended up. 
 

 
 
 



Note that the Burks family did the same – beginning in Orange, Virginia, and 
ending up in Harrodsburg, Kentucky.  Levi Burks died in Salvisa, Kentucky, which 
is half way between Harrodsburg and Lawrenceburg. 
 
Levi Burks married Fanny Burris’ daughter, Amy Griffey, in 1830. 
 

 
 
Since Amy was born in Orange County, Virginia, it would appear that she 
migrated west through the Cumberland Gap with her family. 
 
Here is some background information from Google about pioneers moving west 
through the Cumberland Gap: 
 

 
 
And here is more information than you probably want to know about continuing 
on to Lawrenceburg, Kentucky: 
 
 



 
 
I knew that the Burks family went west through the Cumberland Gap.  Now I can 
add my Wisdom-Griffey ancestors to this. 
 
As an aside, one of my DNA matches in the Burks family still lives in 
Harrodsburg: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/64-JoshCocanougher-
BurksRelative.pdf 
 
To conclude this rambling narrative, here is some information about a classic 
painting of pioneers on the Wilderness Road in the Cumberland Gap: 
 



 

 
 
And how cool to think that our Burks and Wisdom ancestors were part of this! 
 
 



Appendix:  My ThruLines® Chart for John Wisdom 
 
Left side: 
 

 
 



Right side: 
 

 


