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On 15 July 2026, my cousin Mark Eidem sent me a link to an article from the 
Smithsonian Magazine about “how England became England”: 
 

 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/archaeologists-uncover-real-story-england-

became-england-180984911/ 
 
A summary of this article from Microsoft Copilot reads: 
 

England’s transformation after Rome wasn’t the result of a single 
violent “Anglo-Saxon conquest,” but a centuries-long cultural and 
demographic blending – that’s the core takeaway from the 
Smithsonian article.  Recent archaeological and genetic research 
shows that migration, intermarriage, and shared daily life reshaped 
Britain far more than war or elite domination. 

 
I read through the article and I was quite pleased to see the following paragraph: 
 

 
 
And the reason that I was pleased was that….. 
 
 
 
Scroll down…. 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page…. 



Emma of Normandy was my 27th-great aunt! 
 

 
 
My ancestral line back to Emma goes through my Oakley-Darling-Lyon 
ancestors: 
 

 
 
The section about Emma of Normandy also mentioned King Æthelred the 
Unready: 
 

 
 
Of course, King Æthelred the Unready was my 27th-great grandfather: 
 



 
 
This ancestral line goes back through my Burks-Crawford-Lester-West line.  
Recall that the West family were Quakers from Wales, and a good part of my line 
back to King Æthelred the Unready (shown above) goes through my Welsh 
ancestors.  For more about my Welsh ancestors, see: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/60-MyWelshQuakerAncestors.pdf 
 
The section about Emma of Normandy also mentioned her great-nephew, 
William the Conqueror: 
 

 
 
Here is a chart showing how Emma was related to William the Conqueror: 
 



 
 
 
And, of course, William the Conqueror was my 24th-great uncle: 
 

 
 
This ancestral line also goes back through my Oakley-Darling-Lyon ancestors.  
Note that this is my shortest ancestral line back to William the Conqueror – my 
guess is that I could find a direct line if I looked at enough of my ancestral lines.  
Recall that I have twelve ancestral lines back to King Edward I of England – see: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/50-MyLines-to-KingEdward.pdf 
 
At this point, I just had to see if I had a direct line back to William the Conqueror.  
And as luck would have it, the FIRST ancestor I examined was a direct 
descendant of William the Conqueror. 
 
Lucy Ann Eunice Darling (1804-1884) was my second-great grandmother: 
 



 
 
 
And Lucy was the 20th-great granddaughter of William the Conqueror: 
 

 
 
If I have done the math correctly, William the Conqueror was my 24th-great 
grandfather on the line going back through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling.  I have 
absolutely no idea why software on Geni.com didn’t show this line instead of the 
one on the previous page. 
 
Of course, I had to go back and see if Lucy was descended from Emma of 
Normandy.  And what do you think I found? 
 
 
 
Scroll down…. 
 
 
 
 
Keep scrolling…. 
 
 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page: 
 



Lucy Ann Eunice Darling was Emma of Normandy’s 24th-great granddaughter: 
 

 
 
So Lucy goes back to William the Conqueror and to Emma of Normandy.  Would 
it be too much to ask to have Lucy be a direct descendant of King Æthelred the 
Unready?   
 
Of course, I was not at all surprised when I found that she was indeed a direct 
descendant of Æthelred the Unready: 
 

 
 
Let me summarize where I am with all of this.  Mark Eidem sent me an article 
from Smithsonian Magazine about the early history of England, which 
emphasized the findings from modern methods of analyzing human DNA from 
the Middle Ages. 
 
This article mentioned key people in the early history of England – Emma of 
Normandy, King Æthelred the Unready, and William the Conqueror.  Using the 



Geni.com website, I found that I have ancestral lines to all three of these people 
going back through my second-great grandmother, Lucy Ann Eunice Darling.  
Truly amazing! 
 
Let me just address a few more points.  I asked Google how Æthelred the 
Unready got his name: 
 

 
 
I also asked Google how to pronounce Æthelred: 
 

 
 
And with that, I’ll bring this short narrative to a close. 
 
[But make sure to look at the Addendum on the next page.] 
 
 



Addendum: 
 
I guess that I should have realized that Æthelred was the King of England, and as 
such, he was the seventh-great grandfather of King Edward I “Longshanks”: 
 

 
 
And I have at least twelve separate ancestral lines back to King Edward I – see: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/50-MyLines-to-KingEdward.pdf 
 
Of course, this means that I have at least twelve separate ancestral lines back to 
Æthelred. 


