Tracing My Ancestry Back to the Earliest Days of England

By Burks Oakley I1
19 July 2026

On 15 July 2026, my cousin Mark Eidem sent me a link to an article from the
Smithsonian Magazine about “how England became England”:

Archaeologists Uncover the Real Story of How
England Became England

New research is revealing how the Sceptered Isle transformed from a Roman backwater to
a mighty country of its own

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/archaeologists-uncover-real-story-england-
became-england-180984911/

A summary of this article from Microsoft Copilot reads:

England’s transformation after Rome wasn'’t the result of a single
violent “Anglo-Saxon conquest,” but a centuries-long cultural and
demographic blending - that’s the core takeaway from the
Smithsonian article. Recent archaeological and genetic research
shows that migration, intermarriage, and shared daily life reshaped
Britain far more than war or elite domination.

I read through the article and I was quite pleased to see the following paragraph:

Emma of Normandyjwas just a teen in 1002 when she crossed the English Channel,

married King Athelred the Unready and became queen of the English. After Athelred

died in 1016 during a failed campaign to repel an invasion by Cnut the Great of
Denmark, Emma married Cnut, the island’s new ruler. Eventually becoming queen of
England, Denmark and Norway, Emma helped forge a dynasty that stretched across the
North Sea. Harthacnut, her son with Cnut, and Edward the Confessor, her first son with
ZAthelred, served on the throne successively until 1066, the same year Emma’s great-
nephew William the Conqueror also crossed the Channel from Normandy—taking the

island and changing the world.

And the reason that [ was pleased was that.....
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Emma of Normandy was my 27t-great aunt!
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Burks Oakley, 1l Emma Zlfgifu of Normandy

Emma ZIfgifu of Normandy is Burks Oakley, IlI's 27th great aunt!

My ancestral line back to Emma goes through my Oakley-Darling-Lyon
ancestors:

Burks QCakley, Il Burks Oakley Ray Miller Oakley Aaron Burr Oakley Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin
your father =¥ his father = his father = his mother
Lucy Lyon Joseph Oliver Lyon Abigail Lyon (Mallory) Elizabeth Trowbridge Elizabeth Lamberton
hermother her father —* his mather - her mother — her mother
Capt. George Lamberton Christopher Lamberton Cassandra Dighton Agnes Lacey Agnes de Saville
ner father i his father his mother 7 hermother = her mother
Nicholas de Saville Anne Stansfield John Stansfeld of Stansfeld Hall Barbara Lascelles
her father his mother = her father his mother

Sir John Fitz Randolph, Lord of Spennithorne Ranulph fitz Ralph, Lord of Spennithorne
—

her father his father
Lord Ralph fitz Ranulf, Sir, Lord of Spennithorne Ranulf FitzRobert / FitzRandolph, Lord of Spennithorne and Middieham
his father = his father

Ranulf FitzRobert, 4th Lord Middleham and Spennithorne Robert FitzRanulf, 3rd Lord Middleham and Spennithorne
his father = his father

Ranulf FitzRibald, 2nd Lord of Middleham = Ribald FitzOdo de Penthiévre, 1st Lord Middleham and Spennithorme

his father his father
QOdo, count of Penthiévre Hawise, Duchess of Brittany Emma £lfgifu of Normandy
his father his mother her sister

The section about Emma of Normandy also mentioned King Athelred the
Unready:

Emma of Normandy was just a teen in 1002 when she crossed the English Channel,
married King Athelred the Unreadyga.nd became queen of the English. After Athelred
died in 1016 during a failed campaign to repel an invasion by Cnut the Great of

Denmark, Emma married Cnut, the island’s new ruler. Eventually becoming queen of
England, Denmark and Norway, Emma helped forge a dynasty that stretched across the
North Sea. Harthacnut, her son with Cnut, and Edward the Confessor, her first son with
Athelred, served on the throne successively until 1066, the same year Emma’s great-
nephew William the Conqueror also crossed the Channel from Normandy—taking the
island and changing the world.

Of course, King Zthelred the Unready was my 27t-great grandfather:



Fthelred "the Unready"”, King of the English is your 27th great grandfather.

You Burks Oakley Kate Cameron Burks Mary Jane Crawford Elmony Lester Rachel West
— . — — —
your father his mother her mother her mather her mother
Isaac West, Sr. Jane Owen John Owen, High Sheriff Rebecca Humphrey Margaret Vaughn
her father = his mother — her father his mother —E her mother
Rowland Vaughan Elin Nanney Annest verch Rhys Gwen Anwyl verch Gruffudd Gruffudd ap Madog
. —_ _—
her father his mother her mother her mother her father
Madog Fychan ap Llewelyn Fychan, of Bangor Llewelyn Fychan ap Gruffudd Gruffudd ab leuan leuan ap Gruffudd Liwyd
his father = his father —* his father — his father

Sir Gruffydd Liwyd, Lord of Tregarnedd and Dinorwig Margaret le Strange Lucy de Tregoz Sibil d'Ewyas
— —r e

his father his mother her mother her mother

Robert Il de Ewyas, Baron of Ewyas Harold s Robert FitzHarold de Ewyas, | _— Harold de Ewyas |, Lord of Ewyas

her father his father his father
Ralph | "the Timid" de Mantes, earl of Hereford Godgifu Fthelred "the Unready”, King of the English
his father i his mother =1 her father

This ancestral line goes back through my Burks-Crawford-Lester-West line.
Recall that the West family were Quakers from Wales, and a good part of my line
back to King Zthelred the Unready (shown above) goes through my Welsh
ancestors. For more about my Welsh ancestors, see:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/60-MyWelshQuakerAncestors.pdf

The section about Emma of Normandy also mentioned her great-nephew,
William the Conqueror:

Emma of Normandy was just a teen in 1002 when she crossed the English Channel,
married King Athelred the Unready and became queen of the English. After Athelred
died in 1016 during a failed campaign to repel an invasion by Cnut the Great of
Denmark, Emma married Cnut, the island’s new ruler. Eventually becoming queen of
England, Denmark and Norway, Emma helped forge a dynasty that stretched across the
North Sea. Harthacnut, her son with Cnut, and Edward the Confessor, her first son with

Aithelred, served on the throne successively until 1066, the same year Emma’s great-

nephew|William the Conquerorjalso crossed the Channel from Normandy—taking the

island and changing the world.

Here is a chart showing how Emma was related to William the Conqueror:



Emma Zlfgifu of Normandy

William "the Conqueror®, king of England is Emma ZIfgifu of Normandy's great nephew!

Emma Zlfgifu of Normandy Richard Il "the Good", Duke of Normandy

her brother

y . Richard | 'the
‘l LK Fearless', duke
(933 - 996)

William “the Conqueror”, king of England

Robert | "the Magnificent”, Duke of Normandy

his son

y ° Gunnor,
Duchess of
oW Y (936-1031)

Emma
FElfgifu of
(985 - 1052)

% Richard
p (963 - 1026)
A

William "the Conqueror”, king of England

= Robert
\ (1000 - 1035)

n—
A witliam
. (1024 - 1087)

And, of course, William the Conqueror was my 24th-great uncle:

5

Burks Oakley, Il

William "the Conqueror”, king of England

William "the Conqueror”, king of England is Burks Oakley, II's 24th great

uncle!
Burks Oakley, Il Burks Oakley Ray Miller Oakley Aaron Burr Oakley Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin Lucy Lyon
your father —* his father = his father his mother her mother

Joseph Oliver Lyon Abigail Lyon (Mallory) Elizabeth Trowbridge Elizabeth Lamberton Capt. George Lamberton

her father his mother her mather her mather her father
Mary Denis Margaret Godolphin Sir William Godolphin the Elder, MP Sir William Godolphin Lady Margaret Trenowith
his mother her mother her father his father his mother

John Trenowith, of Fenton John Trenowith, of Fentengoellan
— 2
her father his father

Jane Basset
his mother

Sir William Basset
her father

Johanna Botreaux
his mother

Dionisia Champernon
her mother

Sir Henry de Champernon Oliver de Champernon
her father —= his father

Rohesia de Conteville
her mother

Rohais Campo de Tracy
his mother

Herleva of Falaise William "the Conqueror”, king of England
her mother her son

This ancestral line also goes back through my Oakley-Darling-Lyon ancestors.

Note that this is my shortest ancestral line back to William the Conqueror - my
guess is that I could find a direct line if I looked at enough of my ancestral lines.
Recall that I have twelve ancestral lines back to King Edward I of England - see:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/50-MyLines-to-KingEdward.pdf
At this point, I just had to see if [ had a direct line back to William the Conqueror.

And as luck would have it, the FIRST ancestor I examined was a direct
descendant of William the Conqueror.

Lucy Ann Eunice Darling (1804-1884) was my second-great grandmother:
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Burks Oakley, 11 Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin

Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin is Burks Oakley, II's second great

Burks Oakley, Il Burks Oakley Ray Miller Oakley Aaron Burr Oakley Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin
your father == his father = his father == his mother

And Lucy was the 20t-great granddaughter of William the Conqueror:

>

William "the Conqueror”, king of England Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin

Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin is William "the Conqueror”, king of
England's 20th great granddaughter!

William "the Conqueror”, king of England Adela, Countess of Blois Count Thibault de Blois IV, Le Grande
his daughter =X her son

Henri | de Blois 'le Libéral’, count of Champagne & Brie Marie, de Champagne, countess of Flanders and Hainaut
—

his son his daughter
Margaret ll, countess of Flanders John of Dampierre Jean Il de Dampierre, vicomte de Troyes
her daughter her son = his son
Jane (Jeanne) e Dampierre (de Dampierre-sur-l'Aube), dame de Moeslain James Armytage Roger Armitage
his daughter her son his son
Richard Armitage Sir Edmund Armitage John Richard Armytage Hannah Isabella Armytage Maria Hirst
his son his son his son —* his daughter 7 her daughter
Hester Coldwell James Beers Elizabeth 'Eliza" Ann Beers John Darling Jabez Darling
her daughter — her son his daughter her son his son

Samuel Darling Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin
his son ’ his daughter

If | have done the math correctly, William the Conqueror was my 24t-great
grandfather on the line going back through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling. I have
absolutely no idea why software on Geni.com didn’t show this line instead of the
one on the previous page.

Of course, I had to go back and see if Lucy was descended from Emma of

Normandy. And what do you think I found?
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Lucy Ann Eunice Darling was Emma of Normandy’s 24t-great granddaughter:

Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin is Emma Zlfgifu of Normandy's 24th great

granddaughter.
Emma /£Elfgifu of Normandy Godgifu Drogon d'Amiens Adila D'Amiens
her daughter ) her son = his daughter =2
Clemence de Ponthieu Béatrix FitzAnsculf de Picquigny, Dame of Dudley Castle
her daughter — her daughter

Ralph de Paganel, Lord Dudley Hawise de Paganel, Baroness Dudley
her son — his daughter

Sir Ralph de Somery, Baron Dudley Roger de Somery, Baron Dudley Cecilia de Somery-d'Aubigny
— —

her son his son his daughter
Sir Philip de Aylesbury Joan de Aylesbury Sir Edmund De Hampden, Kt.
her son - his daughter — her son
Sir John Hampden, Kt. Eleanor Hampden Hermione Arden Henry Tenney
his son — his daughter —® her daughter - her son
Thomas Tenney, Sr John Tenney, Sr. Elizabeth Tenney Elizabeth Heaton Wilmot
his son - his son — his daughter her daughter
John Mix Elizabeth Mix Lois Sanford Lucy Lyon Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin
her son his daughter her daughter her daughter her daughter

So Lucy goes back to William the Conqueror and to Emma of Normandy. Would
it be too much to ask to have Lucy be a direct descendant of King Athelred the
Unready?

Of course, [ was not at all surprised when I found that she was indeed a direct
descendant of Athelred the Unready:

Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin is Zthelred "the Unready”, King of the English's 24th
great granddaughter.

Athelred "the Unready”, King of the English Edmund Il ‘lronside’, King of England
s :
his son

Edward "the Exile’, ££theling of England Saint Margaret, Queen of Scots David |, King of Scots
: — . —
his son his daughter her son

Henry, 3rd Earl of Huntingdon David, 8th Earl of Huntingdon
e

his son his son
Ada of Huntingdon, Heiress of Yardley Sir Henry |l de Hastings, of Ashill Lora de Hastings
his daughter s her son his daughter ?
Sir Thomas le Latimer Katherine le Latimer Robert de Ros
= : —
her son his daughter her son
Robert de Ros, Baron Ros of Kendal Thomas de Ros Anne Roos Margaret Dixon
his son e his son > his daughter her daughter
Ann Sandys Robert Braithwaite Izsabel Braithwaite William Preston, Sr.
her daughter her son = his daughter — her son —
Mary Preston Peter Mallory, Il Abigail Lyon (Mallory) Joseph Oliver Lyon
his daugnhter her son i his daughter = her son
Lucy Lyon Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, twin
his daughter — her daughter

Let me summarize where I am with all of this. Mark Eidem sent me an article
from Smithsonian Magazine about the early history of England, which
emphasized the findings from modern methods of analyzing human DNA from
the Middle Ages.

This article mentioned key people in the early history of England - Emma of
Normandy, King ZAthelred the Unready, and William the Conqueror. Using the



Geni.com website, | found that [ have ancestral lines to all three of these people
going back through my second-great grandmother, Lucy Ann Eunice Darling.
Truly amazing!

Let me just address a few more points. [ asked Google how Athelred the
Unready got his name:

e
Jo,

Go gle how did aethelred the unready get his name X

AlMode ANl Images Forums Videos

4 Al Overview

King Athelred Il was called "the Unready" because his Old English epithet, Unreed, is a
pun. In Old English, £thelred means "noble counsel" or "well-advised", while Unraed

means "no counsel," "ill-advised," or "bad plan". It was a mocking nickname meaning

"well-advised, poorly-advised". w Wwikipedia +6

His disastrous rule during relentless Viking invasions led to this infamous reputation:

« Terrible Advice: He consistently surrounded himself with bad advisors and made
disastrous decisions, such as ordering the St. Bryce's Day massacre of all Danish
settlers in 1002. © YouTube - ASMR Historian +2

« Failed Bribes: Instead of successfully fighting off invaders, he repeatedly paid the
Vikings massive tributes (known as Danegeld), which only temporarily bought off
raiders while emptying his kingdom's treasury. @ YouTube- ASMR Historian 1

« Exile: His poor leadership eventually allowed the Danish King Sweyn Forkbeard to
invade and take the English throne in 1013, forcing £thelred to flee into exile in
Normandy. v Wikipedia +1

[ also asked Google how to pronounce Zthelred:

Go gle how do you pronounce Zthelred X & @ Q

AlMode All Videos Images Shortvideos Forums Shopping More ~ Tools -

§ Al Overview
Athelred is pronounced as ETH-ul-red (rhymes with "treble-bed"). ¢

e ETH (like the word eth or the start of ether)
« ul (a quick, unstressed "uh" sound)

« red (like the color req)

In phonetic spelling, it is written as /'€6.al.red/. It stems from Old English, where the "&"
character makes a short "eh" sound, and the "p" represents a "th" sound. v Wikipedia +2

And with that, I'll bring this short narrative to a close.

[But make sure to look at the Addendum on the next page.]



Addendum:

[ guess that [ should have realized that Athelred was the King of England, and as
such, he was the seventh-great grandfather of King Edward I “Longshanks”:

%
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Fthelred "the Unready"”, King of the English Edward | "Longshanks™, King of England

Edward | "Longshanks”, King of England is Athelred "the
Unready”, King of the English's 7th great grandson!

Athelred "the Unready"”, King of the English Edmund Il 'lronside’, King of England
— 2
his son

Edward "the Exile’, £theling of England Saint Margaret, Queen of Scots Matilda of Scotland
his son = his daughter her daughter

Empress Matilda Henry Il "Curtmantle”, King of England S John | "Lackland”, King of England

her daughter her son his son

Henry lil, King of England Edward | "Longshanks”, King of England
his son i his son

And I have at least twelve separate ancestral lines back to King Edward I - see:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/50-MyLines-to-KingEdward.pdf

Of course, this means that I have at least twelve separate ancestral lines back to
Athelred.



