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Chapter One: 
 
I am interested in genetic genealogy – that is, the use of autosomal DNA to 
confirm and to extend my family tree.  I regularly check the Ancestry.com 
website to find new DNA matches, and I also use the GEDmatch.com website to 
examine details about my DNA matches.  Unlike Ancestry, GEDmatch provides 
the ability to view DNA matches at the chromosome level – the exact region on 
the specific chromosome where two people have a shared segment of DNA. 
 
When I first started using the GEDmatch.com website early in 2016, I listed my 
autosomal DNA matches in order of decreasing size, and I made notes about each 
of them – and I saved a number of screenshots and notes on my Windows 
computer.  One of my DNA matches on GEDmatch at that time was with a woman 
named Brooke Kressel.  I just searched my Genealogy folder on my computer, 
and I found a folder and several files that mentioned Brooke: 
 

 



 
Note that Brooke’s “Kit Number” (identification number) on GEDmatch.com is 
M470051.  The leading “M” means that her DNA profile came from the 
23andme.com website.  Since I never had much luck identifying genealogical 
relationships on 23andme.com, I never pursued my DNA match with Brooke. 
 
Here is a recent report from GEDmatch.com, showing the DNA match that I have 
with Brooke: 
 

 
Brooke and I have a relatively-large 40.4 cM DNA match on Chromosome 10.  
Based on the size of this match, software on GEDmatch estimates that our MRCA 
(Most Recent Common Ancestor) was 4.2 generations in the past.   
 
An AI overview from Google gave me “An MRCA of 4 means that the Most Recent 
Common Ancestor between two individuals is found by going back four 
generations in their family trees to find the person from whom they are both 
directly descended; essentially, they share a great-great-grandparent as their 
closest common ancestor.”  I should note that two people who share second-
great grandparents are third-cousins. 
 
Since GEDmatch.com estimates the MRCA for Brooke and me as 4.2, we could be 
something like third-cousins once-removed (which would be an MRCA of 4.5). 
 
I really never thought about figuring out my genealogical relationship with 
Brooke until I was working on my DNA match with Heather DesChene this past 
April.  My narrative about this match is at: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/HeatherDesChene_14Apr24.pdf 
 
Heather is related to me on the Burks side of my family.  Here is a chart showing 
our genealogical relationship: 
 



 
 
This chart includes Stephen Slane, since I also have a large DNA match with him 
on the Ancestry.com website.  Heather, Stephen, and I are all descended from my 
great-grandfather, James Alfred Burks (1831-1900), and his wife Mary Jane 
Cameron Crawford (1837-1902). 
 
When I was looking at my DNA match with Heather on the Ancestry.com website, 
I looked at our “Shared DNA Matches”.  In order to be on this list, an individual 
has to have DNA matches with both Heather and me that are at least 20 cM in 
size.  This size requirement limits the number of people on the list. 
 
In looking at the “Shared DNA Matches” list for Heather and me, I saw a number 
of known Burks family descendants, including Hal Oakley, Mark Eidem, Hal’s son 
Allen Oakley, Mike Cascone, Rebecca Post, Gayle Forster, and Don Conyers and 
his son Trent.   
 
Here is an excerpt from the list of Shared DNA Matches for Heather and me: 
 



 
 
It is not at all surprising to see Nora DesChene on this list, since she is Heather’s 
mother.  And it isn’t surprising to see Stephen Slane on this list, since he is 
Heather’s half-uncle.  Both Nora and Stephen appear in the relationship chart on 
the previous page.  But it was incredibly surprising to see Brooke Kressel on this 
list.  Oh my – she must be a Burks-Crawford family descendant! 
 
As an aside, note that based on my 43 cM DNA match with Brooke on 
Ancestry.com, software on that site predicted that we could be third-cousins 
once-removed.  This is essentially the same as was predicted by the software on 
the GEDmatch.com website. 
 
Since Brooke is now on Ancestry.com, I next looked at our Shared DNA Matches.  
Much to my surprise, there were 220 people on our list of Shared DNA Matches.  
This list included Nora DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene, and many 
other people I had not previously investigated, but who I learned had DNA 
matches with known Burks-Crawford family descendants. 
 



I next went on to look at Brooke’s pedigree on Ancestry.com, hoping to find the 
Burks family connection.  Remember that we could be as close as third-cousins, 
having a set of 2nd-great grandparents in common. 
 
Here is Brooke’s pedigree: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  I don’t recognize any of these names.  I decided to look at her eight great-
grandparents.  In this pedigree, going from top to bottom, they begin with Anchel 
Reuven Kressel-Haber and his wife Cupe (Zipora) Friedfertig: 
 

 
 



 
 
Next are Josef Lemberger and his wife Figa Neger.  Since Brooke doesn’t have 
anything about them in her family tree, I looked at their daughter, Cilla Neger 
Lemberger: 
 

 
 
Next is Joshua Phineas Freier and his wife Betty Sheinberg: 

 
 

 
 
Brooke’s last set of great-grandparents are Irving Herman and his wife Lena 
Littman: 
 

 



 

 
 
Wow!  This isn’t at all what I expected.  All of Brooke’s eight great-grandparents 
were born in Europe – Poland, Austria, German, Russia, and England.  This 
certainly isn’t compatible with Brooke being a Burks-Crawford family 
descendant. 
 
I went on to look at Brooke’s ethnicity estimates (what Ancestry.com is now 
calling “Ancestral Regions”): 
 

 
 
I was quite surprised by this.  Her ethnicity includes 17% Scotland, and my 
ethnicity estimate includes 14% Scotland – and Scotland is likely the ancestral 
home of the Burks and Crawford families.  Brooke’s ethnicity does not have any 
Germanic Europe, yet her direct ancestors in her pedigree chart were from 
Poland and Germany.  The same with Russia – her ethnicity does not include 



Russia, yet one of her eight great-grandparents was from Russia.  This simply 
doesn’t make any sense to me. 
 
Well, what does this all mean?   
 
On the GEDmatch.com website, Brooke Kressel and I have a 40.4 cM DNA match 
on Chromosome 10.  On the Ancestry.com website, Brooke and I have a 43 cM 
DNA match. 
 
Based on the size of our DNA match, Brooke and I are likely to be third-cousins or 
third-cousins once-removed, meaning we share a set of 2nd- or 3rd great-
grandparents. 
 
Brooke and I have “Shared DNA Matches” with a large number of Burks-
Crawford family descendants 
 
Brooke’s family tree shows that her eight great-grandparents were born in 
Europe – in Poland, Germany, Russia, Austria, and England.  Yet her ethnicity 
estimates do not reflect this heritage.  And it certainly is difficult to reconcile 
Brook and I having a common 3rd-great grandparent with her pedigree. 
 
I conclude that Brooke is a Burks-Crawford descendant – the DNA doesn’t lie.  
Since her ethnicity estimates are not compatible with her family tree, it is quite 
possible that she was adopted.  
 
It would be very interesting to look at Brooke’s DNA matches on Ancestry.com 
and see if I recognize additional Burks-Crawford relatives.  And also look at her 
largest DNA matches, to see her closest relatives. 
 
Brooke has a family tree linked to her DNA profile on Ancestry.com (the text with 
her pedigree includes “This is a preview of the public tree linked to Brooke 
Kressel's DNA results.”).  This means she should have ThruLines® charts for all 
of her ancestors in her pedigree.  Does she have any DNA matches in her 
ThruLines®? 
 
 
Some additional thoughts 
 
Do I have the same Brooke Kressel on GEDmatch.com and Ancestry.com?  On 
GEDmatch, her kit number is M470051: 
 



 
 
She lists her name as *Brookekm.  On Ancestry, her family tree is named the 
“Kressel-Magin Family Tree”: 
 

 
 
This is consistent with the “km” in her name on GEDmatch. 
And a quick Google search on “Brooke Kressel-Magin” (no quotes) turned up: 
 

 
 
Finally, I note that I have a 40.4 cM match with Brooke on GEDmatch, where her 
DNA profile is from 23andme.com and mine is from Ancestry.com.  And I have a 
43 cM match with her on Ancestry.com.  This appears to be the same match. 
 
Overall, I don’t see any red flags that indicate that the person on GEDmatch is not 
the same as the person on Ancestry. 
 
  



Chapter Two: 
 
A few days ago, I signed-up for the “Pro Tools” on the Ancestry.com website.  
These software tools provide additional options for viewing DNA matches 
(among other things). 
 
I immediately looked at my DNA match with Brooke Kressel, and then I examined 
our “Shared DNA Matches”.  Here is a screenshot of my top two largest DNA 
matches in this group: 
 

 
 
My two largest shared matches are with Nora DesChene and her daughter 
Heather DesChene.  As mentioned in the narrative, Nora is a great-granddaughter 
of James Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford.  This couple 
were my great-grandparents, meaning that Nora is my second-cousin. 
 
Note that the “Pro Tools” provides some additional information about these DNA 
matches, which appears in the right-hand column above.  I now am able to see 
the size of the DNA match that Brooke has with our “Shared DNA Matches”.  In 
this case, Brooke has a 34 cM match with Nora and a 23 cM match with Heather. 
 
One of the other features of the “Pro Tools” is that I also can sort the “Shared DNA 
Matches” so that I can view them – not just from my perspective – but also from 
Brooke’s: 



 
 
Here are our top two “Shared DNA Matches”, but this time sorted by the size of 
Brooke’s DNA match (from largest to smallest): 
 

 
 
Oh my!  Brooke’s largest match is with Elizabeth Lee – and it is 1,655 cM in size!  
Based on the size of this match, Elizabeth could be Brooke’s half-sister or aunt. 
 
And Brooke’s second-largest match is with J.L., who appears to be Elizabeth’s 
daughter.  Brooke and J.L. share 882 cM. 
 



Elizabeth and I share 46 cM, and J.L. and I share 24 cM.  
 
Of course, I next looked at my DNA match with Elizabeth Lee.  I examined our 
“Shared DNA Matches” – and our largest two (from my perspective) were Nora 
DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene (recall that they are Burks-
Crawford descendants): 
 

 
 
Here are our two largest “Shared DNA Matches” from Elizabeth’s perspective: 
 

 
 
Elizabeth’s largest shared match is her daughter J.L. – they share 3,474 cM of 
DNA.  And Elizabeth’s second-largest shared match is Brooke Kressel.  Again, the 
software suggested that Brooke could be Elizabeth’s half-sister or niece. 
 
I also looked at Elizabeth’s ethnicity estimates: 
 



 
 
Elizabeth’s ethnicity is dominated by England & NW Europe (77%), and she also 
has Scotland (9%) and Ireland (4%).  The latter two could certainly account for 
her Burks-Crawford family ancestry. 
 
To review, here is Brooke’s ethnicity estimate: 
 

 



 
Again, Brooke’s ethnicity is dominated by England & NW Europe (65%) and 
Scotland (17%). 
 
I next looked at Elizabeth’s profile information on Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
I went to the free FamilyTreeNow.com website and searched for Brooke Kressel: 
 

 
 
There was only one record for Brooke Kressel.  She is 37 years old and lives on 
Long Island, NY.  She is related to several people with the last name of Magin, and 
her family tree on Ancestry.com is named the “Kressel-Magin Family Tree”, so I 
think I have the correct Brooke Kressel.   



 
At this point, for some unknown reason, I went back to GEDmatch.com.  I guess 
that I wanted to look at Brooke’s largest DNA matches on that site.  I went to the 
site and used the One-to-Many tool, and here are Brooke’s largest matches: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  Brooke’s second-largest DNA match on GEDmatch.com is Elizabeth!  
They share 1688 cM of DNA – and recall that the size of this match on 
Ancestry.com was 1655 cM.  This has to be the same Elizabeth. 
 
I then looked at Elizabeth’s largest matches: 
 

 
 
Elizabeth’s largest match is Brooke. 
 
Going back to Brooke’s largest matches, her #1 match was with Chris Hampton – 
but note that Elizabeth doesn’t have a match with Chris.  Neither do I. 
 
I then looked once again at my DNA match with Brooke: 
 



 
 
Our match is on Chromosome 10 and is 40.4 cM. 
 
I then looked at my match with Elizabeth – pretty confident that it would be very 
similar: 

 
 
Son of a gun!  It sure looks like Brooke and Elizabeth match me in the same 
location on Chromosome 10.  Amazing! 
 
I also used the 2-D Chromosome Browser on GEDmatch to show how Brooke and 
Elizabeth match me: 
 

 



 
Amazing to see how similar their matches are! 
 
I also used the One-to-One DNA comparison tool to see how Brooke and 
Elizabeth match each other: 
 

 
 



Wow!  They really are close relatives.  In fact, software on GEDmatch predicts 
that their MRCA is 1.5.  And what exactly is that? 
 
MRCA is the abbreviation for Most Recent Common Ancestor.  I took the 
following graphic from Blaine T. Bettinger’s Shared cM Project website, and then 
I added a few things to it: 
 

 
 
I’ll start with the person in the white box marked “SELF”.  Going from “SELF” 
back to a grandparent is two generations, as shown by the red line and red 
numbers.  If I start with the person marked “Aunt/Uncle” and go back to the 
grandparent, that is one generation – again marked in red.  The grandparent is 
the Most Recent Common Ancestor of “SELF” and “Aunt/Uncle”.  If I average the 
generations, the average of 1.0 and 2.0 is 1.5 – and that is what GEDmatch 
reported for Brooke and Elizabeth. 
 
The alternative was a “Half-Sibling” (a half-sister in this case).  If I go from the 
“Half-Sibling” back to the parent, it is one generation, as indicated by the blue line 
and blue number.  The “SELF” is also one generation back to the parent, so in this 
case, I average 1.0 and 1.0 and get an MRCA of 1.0. 
 
So it seems that Brooke is Elizabeth’s niece, which was one of the two 
possibilities suggested by the software on Ancestry.com.  Although I’m still not 
sure that it isn’t the other way around. 



 
At this point, I’m even more puzzled than before.  Since Brooke and Elizabeth are 
both Burks-Crawford relatives, and since the Burks family is special to me, I 
really would like to figure out how we are related. 
 
I probably should have quit here, but I sure am glad that I didn’t.  I went back to 
my DNA match with Brooke on Ancestry.com.  I looked at our “Shared DNA 
Matches”, which turned out to be sixteen pages long, with twenty matches on 
each page.  I looked through all of the matches, and I found just one where 
software on the site had identified that I share a common ancestor with the 
match – and that was David Farley: 
 

 
 
The icon in the red box indicates that Ancestry has identified our (likely) 
common ancestor. 
 
Here is a chart showing how David Farley and I are related: 
 



 
 
David and I both are descended from John Lester (1752-1825) and his wife 
Catherine Plickenstalver (1759-1833) – this couple were my fourth-great 
grandparents.  Note that on my ancestral line at the left of this chart, Mary Jane 
Cameron Crawford was a great-granddaughter of the Lester-Plickenstalver 
couple.  Mary Jane married James Alfred Burks. 
 



I wrote several narratives about my Lester ancestors: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/9A-LesterGenealogy.pdf 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/9B-ElmonyLester-revisited.pdf 
 
But I digress…. 
 
I should add Elizabeth also has a DNA match with David Farley: 
 

 
 
 
At this point, I know that Brooke, Elizabeth, and I all have DNA matches with 
David Farley.  I know that he and I are both descended from the Lester-
Plickenstalver couple.  And this couple were ancestors of Mary Jane Cameron 
Crawford, who married James Alfred Burks. 
 
I know that Nora DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene are descended 
from the Burks-Crawford couple, so in turn, Nora and Heather are also 
descended from the Lester-Plickenstalver couple. 
 
Hmmm….    I wonder if Nora DesChene and Heather DesChene have a DNA match 
with David Farley.  Wouldn’t that be amazing?!!! 
 
I went back to my DNA match with David Farley.  I then looked at our shared 
DNA matches.  And the two largest shared matches (from my perspective) 
were….. 
 
Scroll down…. 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep scrolling…. 



 

 
 
OMG!!  The two largest DNA matches that David and I share are Nora DesChene 
and her daughter Heather DesChene! 
 
It now appears that Brooke Kressel and Elizabeth Lee are both descended from 
John Lester and Catherine Plickenstalver.  Isn’t that a hoot?!!!! 
 
The finding that we all go back to the Lester-Plickenstalver couple would 
account for Brooke and Elizabeth’s DNA matches with Burks-Crawford 
descendants, such as Nora DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene. 
 
I added David Farley to my RootsMagic database, and I created a chart to show 
the overall relationships.  This chart is shown in landscape view on the next page. 
 



 
 



In the overall chart on the previous page, I have included a completely unknown 
ancestral line at the right, going from Brooke Kressel and Elizabeth Lee back to 
the Lester-Plickenstalver couple.  As I mentioned earlier, I might have it 
backwards – that Elizabeth is really Brooke’s niece. 
 
The key points in the overall chart are that I have DNA matches with Nora 
DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene, David Farley, Elizabeth Lee, and 
Brooke Kressel.  And they all have DNA matches with each other.  And the only 
way I can account for this is that we all are descended from the Lester-
Plickenstalver couple. 
 
I had originally thought that Brooke and Elizabeth were Burks-Crawford 
descendants.  I sure was wrong!  Our common ancestors really go three 
generations further back, to the Lester-Plickenstalver couple. 
 
Well, I guess it could even go further back, to one of the ancestors of either John 
Lester or Catherine Plickenstalver. 
 
I still don’t understand how Brooke’s family tree fits with all of this.  And how her 
ethnicity estimates fit with her family tree.  And I still have no idea about exactly 
how Brooke and Elizabeth are related. 
 
I’m still mystified! 
 
 
  



Addendum #1 to Chapter Two: 
 
I have other DNA matches on Ancestry.com who also match Brooke, Elizabeth, 
David Farley, and the DesChenes.  One such person is Dickie Carroll: 
 

 
 
Dickie and I share 52 cM of DNA on a single segment.  She and I have a shared 
DNA match with Brooke Kressel: 
 

 
 
Dickie and I have a shared DNA match with Elizabeth Lee: 
 

 
 
 



Dickie and I have a shared DNA match with the DesChenes: 
 

 
 
So Dickie Carroll simply has to be descended from the Lester-Plickenstalver 
couple, right? 
 
Well, her family tree has herself, her two daughters, and her one grandson.  So I 
struck out on this one…. 
 
  



Addendum #2 to Chapter Two: 
 
I have access to several of my Oakley cousins’ DNA profiles on the Ancestry.com 
website.  One of them is Mark Cameron Eidem, who is a son of my first-cousin, 
Mary Cameron Oakley.  It turns out that Mark also has a DNA match with Brooke 
Kressel: 
 

 
 
Of course, Mark also has a DNA match with Elizabeth Lee: 
 

 
 
Well, of course Mark will have a DNA match with Nora DesChene and her 
daughter Heather DesChene: 
 



 
 
And what would be the odds that Mark also has a DNA match with David Farley? 
 
Scroll down….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to the next page…. 
 
  



 
 
Mark is my first-cousin once-removed.  It really is amazing that he has DNA 
matches with all of the individuals named in this narrative – Brooke Kressel, 
Elizabeth Lee, Nora DesChene and her daughter Heather DesChene, and David 
Farley.  As I wrote earlier, what a hoot!!! 
 
After writing this, I subsequently learned that Mark has his DNA profile on the 
GEDmatch.com website.  The following screenshot shows that Mark has the same 
matching segment on Chromosome 10: 
 

 
 
Incredible! 


