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Burr Oakley (1775-1870) was my third-great grandfather.  In January 2025, I 
wrote a narrative about Burr Oakley’s wife: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/BurrOakleyFamily_23Jan25.pdf 
 
There is no good agreement online who Burr Oakley’s wife actually was.  The 
family tree that my father had in the 1960’s listed this woman as “Ruth”, and her 
last name was unknown.  In the “World Family Tree” on Geni.com, she is still 
listed as “Ruth”: 
 

 
 
In the January ’25 narrative I wrote, I detailed all the family trees that have Burr’s 
wife as Mary Jane Higgins (1770-1807).  I changed the entry for Burr’s wife in my 
family tree on Ancestry.com to be Mary Jane Higgins.  I also changed the entry in 
my cousin Hal Oakley’s family tree.  These changes led to five new DNA matches 
in my ThruLines® chart for Mary Jane Higgins, and three new DNA matches in 
Hal’s ThruLines® chart for this woman.  These results gave me hope that I finally 
had identified Burr Oakley’s wife. 
 
Fast forward another six weeks or so. 
 
When software on the Ancestry.com website identifies a parent for a person in 
someone’s tree, it suggests who this person is – and the suggestion appears right 
on the tree.  For example, here are suggestions I have for the parents of Mary 
Browne (my eighth-great grandmother) – and even two of her grandparents: 
 

 
 



At some time after I added Mary Jane Higgins as Burr Oakley’s wife, Ancestry.com 
suggested both her parents and all four of her grandparents, and I added them all 
to my family tree: 
 

 
 
In particular, I added Lydia Chadbourn as Mary Jane’s mother, and Benjamin 
Chadbourne as Mary Jane’s maternal grandfather. 
 
A few days later, I looked at my ThruLines® charts for these new individuals 
(they were my fourth-great and fifth-great grandparents). 
 
I was amazed to see my ThruLines® chart for Benjamin Chadbourne: 
 

 
 
In my hypothetical line back through Burr Oakley’s wife Mary Jane Higgins, I go 
back to Benjamin Chadbourne through his daughter Lydia Chadbourn.  And now I 
have a DNA match with a new person having the username of brijets, who goes 
back to Benjamin Chadbourne through his son Benjamin Chadburn Jr. 
 
Oh my!  This is an interesting development.  If true, it certainly supports the 
hypothesis that Burr’s wife was Mary Jane Higgins. 
 
If it were only that simple….. 
 
Here is a chart showing how brijets and I could be related: 
 



 
 
Based on this chart, brijets and I are half sixth-cousins.  Note that the line back 
from brijets goes through her paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss (1919-
1984). 
 
Here is brijets’ pedigree from her tree on Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  She lists her paternal grandfather as Jacobus Snel.  Hmmm….. 
 
This is certainly different than the chart that the ThruLines® software produced. 
 



In the pedigree chart shown on the previous page, the “home” person is Bridget 
Mary Boss – so from now on, I will refer to brijet as Bridget M. Boss. 
 
I looked at all the information on Bridget’s profile on Ancestry.com.  Here is some 
information about her paternal grandmother: 
 

 
 
Bridget’s father, David Kenneth Boss, was born in 1947.  Bridget’s parents were 
divorced in 1949, when young David was still one year old.  Bridget’s mother 
remarried in 1959 – and her second husband was Jacobus Johannes Snel. 
 
I searched the Ancestry.com website for information about Jacobus – here is his 
profile from the family tree owned by blart: 
 

 
 
Jacobus’ first wife died in 1958, and we know he remarried Bridget’s mother in 
1959. 
 
Note that Jacobus’ parents were Hendrik G. Snel and Rosetta Elizabeth Voorman, 
and they were both born in The Netherlands and immigrated to America. 
 
When Bridget’s father, David Kenneth Boss, married in1970, he listed his father 
as Jacobus Snel: 
 



 
 
Remember that David’s mother got divorced when he was not yet 2 years old, 
and she married Jacobus Snel when David was not quite 12 years old.  I guess it 
was natural for him to have listed Jacobus as his father, since he probably never 
even knew his biological father, Kenneth R. Boss. 
 
I also looked at Bridget’s ethnicity estimates (what Ancestry is now calling 
“Ancestral regions”): 
 



 
 

Note that Bridget does not have any ethnicity from The Netherlands.  And recall 
that Jacobus Johannes Snel’s parents were both from The Netherlands.  If Jacobus 
was really Bridget’s paternal grandfather, then she would have to have 
significant ethnicity from The Netherlands. 
 
I conclude that the ancestral line from Bridget back to Benjamin Chadbourne 
does indeed go through her paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss. 
 
OK, where are we now?  I changed Burr Oakley’s wife from Ruth Unknown to 
Mary Jane Higgins.  That led to five new DNA matches in the ThruLines® chart 
for Mary Jane.  I wrote about that in January ’25: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/BurrOakleyFamily_23Jan25.pdf 
 
By adding Mary Jane to my family tree, software on Ancestry.com suggested that 
I add Mary Jane’s two parents and four grandparents.  Her maternal grandfather 
was Benjamin Chadbourne.  And now my ThruLines® chart for Benjamin 
Chadborne (my fifth-great grandfather) includes my DNA match with Bridget 
Boss. 
 
Although I had some uncertainty about Bridget’s line back to Benjamin 
Chadbourne, I’m reasonably convinced that the ancestral line through her 
paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss, is correct.  
 
My DNA match with Bridget Boss is another bit of evidence that Burr Oakley’s 
wife was Mary Jane Higgins. 
 
  



Appendix A:  Benjamin Chadbourne 
 
For now, I am going with the version of my family tree that has Mary Jane Higgins 
as the wife of Burr Oakley, and Mary Jane’s paternal grandparents as Benjamin 
Chadbourne and Sarah Heard. 
 
Here is a profile of Benjamin Chadbourne from the family tree on Ancestry.com 
owned by CarolinaWaterway: 
 

 
 
Benjamin lived his entire life in Berwick, Maine, which is in far southern Maine, 
separated from New Hampshire by the Salmon Falls River.  I visited South 
Berwick when I first became interested in DNA and genealogy.  Here is a Google 
Map showing the location of Berwick: 
 

 



The stars on the map must be left over from when I visited there – since one of 
them is the historical society in South Berwick. 
 
I mentioned my Spencer cousins who lived in South Berwick in my narrative 
about our Spencer ancestors: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/15-OurSpencer-WhitbreadAncestors.pdf 
 
But this appendix is about Benjamin Chadbourne – he was quite a person! 
 
There is a wonderful article about him on the website of the Old Berwick 
Historical Society: 
 
https://www.oldberwick.org/history-articles/people/18th-century/judge-benjamin-chadbourne-17181799.html 

 

 



Pretty cool if he really is my fifth-great grandfather! 
 
Oh, and if you read the article on the previous page, you would have seen 
“Chadbourne’s father, William, had arrived in 1634 with Thomas Spencer and 
constructed one of the first waterpower sawmills in North America.”  Of course, 
Thomas Spencer was one of our distant Spencer relatives.  Imagine that – a 
Spencer relative who knew a Chadbourne relative. 
 
And when I looked in my RootsMagic database, I saw that a Spencer married a 
Chadbourne: 
 

 
 
How cool is this!! 
 
 


