My New DNA Match with Bridget Boss

By Burks Oakley I1
7 March 2025

Burr Oakley (1775-1870) was my third-great grandfather. In January 2025, I
wrote a narrative about Burr Oakley’s wife:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/BurrOakleyFamily_23Jan25.pdf

There is no good agreement online who Burr Oakley’s wife actually was. The
family tree that my father had in the 1960’s listed this woman as “Ruth”, and her
last name was unknown. In the “World Family Tree” on Geni.com, she is still
listed as “Ruth”:

Ruth Oakley @&

Gender: Female
Birth: circa 1765
Immediate Family: Wife of Burr Oakley

Mother of Amzi Oakley; Burr Oakley, Jr.;
William Burr Oakley; Aaron? Oakley and ?

Oakley
Added by: Eliyahu Neiman on October 8, 2018
Managed by: Eliyahu Neiman

In the January ‘25 narrative [ wrote, [ detailed all the family trees that have Burr’s
wife as Mary Jane Higgins (1770-1807). I changed the entry for Burr’s wife in my
family tree on Ancestry.com to be Mary Jane Higgins. I also changed the entry in
my cousin Hal Oakley’s family tree. These changes led to five new DNA matches
in my ThruLines® chart for Mary Jane Higgins, and three new DNA matches in
Hal’s ThruLines® chart for this woman. These results gave me hope that I finally
had identified Burr Oakley’s wife.

Fast forward another six weeks or so.

When software on the Ancestry.com website identifies a parent for a person in
someone’s tree, it suggests who this person is — and the suggestion appears right
on the tree. For example, here are suggestions I have for the parents of Mary
Browne (my eighth-great grandmother) - and even two of her grandparents:

- We found a potential parent for this person.
f']"‘"""“/ Browne , ﬁ Accept this hint to review the next
- - mll generation.

Mary Browne

1607-1682 ‘
Elizabeth Moore
1584-1638




At some time after [ added Mary Jane Higgins as Burr Oakley’s wife, Ancestry.com
suggested both her parents and all four of her grandparents, and I added them all
to my family tree:

Tully Higg
1o PR

& John Higgine |
A 7421821 A

Mary Woodsum
4_0 ‘ 1727-1780

7709807 4 0

i Benjamin " Chadbourme
4_0 1718-1708

Lydia Chadbourn _
17481815 & 0

Sarah Heard
TT8-1750

, Mary Jane Higgine

In particular, [ added Lydia Chadbourn as Mary Jane’s mother, and Benjamin
Chadbourne as Mary Jane’s maternal grandfather.

A few days later, [ looked at my ThruLines® charts for these new individuals
(they were my fourth-great and fifth-great grandparents).

I was amazed to see my ThruLines® chart for Benjamin Chadbourne:

ThruLines® for Benjamin "Judge Benjamin" Chadbourne

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® trees to suggest that you may be related to 1 DNA match through Benjamin "Judge
Benjamin” Chadbourne.

Benjamin Chadbourne
L 5th great-grandfather

17181799
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Lydia Chadbourn ! Benjamin, Chadburn
‘ 4th great-grandmother ' : Half 4th great-granduncle
1746-1815 \ 1756-1808
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©
Burks Oakley brijets

Half 6th cousin
11 ¢cM |1 segmenis

In my hypothetical line back through Burr Oakley’s wife Mary Jane Higgins, I go
back to Benjamin Chadbourne through his daughter Lydia Chadbourn. And now I
have a DNA match with a new person having the username of brijets, who goes
back to Benjamin Chadbourne through his son Benjamin Chadburn Jr.

Oh my! This is an interesting development. If true, it certainly supports the
hypothesis that Burr’s wife was Mary Jane Higgins.

If it were only that simple.....

Here is a chart showing how brijets and I could be related:



Relationship to brijets

You may be related to brijets through Benjamin "Judge Benjamin™ Chadboume

Benjamin Chadbourne
Hi 5th great-grandfather

Tig-Ten
|

) . E
Benjamin, Chadbum

Lydia Chadbourn :
‘ 4th great-grandmother ' : Half 4th great-granduncle
17461815 . 17561808
Mary Jane Higgins . Ann E Chadborurn ;
3rd great-grandmother . , Haif 1=t cousin Sx removed
1770-1807 v 18001868
Amzi Oakley o | Benjamin { A Johnson
2nd great-grandfather | Half 2nd cousin 4x removed
17801853 1BE7I010
Aaron Burr Oakley Ethel B Johnson
Great-grandfather Half 3rd cousin 3x removed
1835-1906 1881-
Ray Miller Oakley ' Kenneth R Boss
Patemal grandfather : Half 4th cousin 2x removed
18761848 18191884
Burks Oakley Y David Kenneth Boss
Father : Half 5th cousin Tx removed
18081050 . 1847-2012
Burks Oakley brijets
Half &th cousin

11 cM | 1segments

Based on this chart, brijets and I are half sixth-cousins. Note that the line back
from brijets goes through her paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss (1919-
1984).

Here is brijets’ pedigree from her tree on Ancestry.com:

Bridget Boss Family Tree
brijets's Linked Tree % 215 People

¢ Expand tree

This is a preview of the public tree linked to brijets's DNA results. Surnames that appear in both your tree and

brijets’s tree are marked in green.

} Jacobus Snel *

; David Kenneth Boss
| 1947-2012 . ;|
Albert Augustus Hod... [ & Joseph Henry Hodgkins
Shirley H Snel | 90 ~ & idaMay Robbins >
| Ll | ‘ Eva Clark Perkins 4 William Crosby Perkins 7
Bridget Mary Boss 1892-1937 " ‘ Fannie Venela Umberfi... 7
1971 = el
ﬁ Herbert Lauriat a Charles Edward Lauriat
Edward Albert Lauriat | 48 18971976 ~ & CarrieRoby Lemed >
sl | ‘ HELEN ESTHERWAT... | & CLARENCEIWATSON 7
1907-2000 . >
. SABRA FLITTLEFIELD ...
L ‘ Private 2
; >
J Percival Franklin Tur... .| & JohnE Tumbull
Ruth Marion Turnbull | A ~ & Lucinda B Smith >
1928-2016 ' _ :
| Mildred May Sancou... | & Joseph D Sancoucie ?
1899-1989 5

? , Horence L Davis

Oh my! She lists her paternal grandfather as Jacobus Snel. Hmmm.....

This is certainly different than the chart that the ThruLines® software produced.



In the pedigree chart shown on the previous page, the “home” person is Bridget
Mary Boss - so from now on, [ will refer to brijet as Bridget M. Boss.

[ looked at all the information on Bridget’s profile on Ancestry.com. Here is some
information about her paternal grandmother:

al Birth of son David Kenneth Boss (1947-2012)
14 May 1947 « Manchester, NH
1949 i
7 Divorce

4 Jan 1949 « Hillsborough, New Hampshire, USA

@ Kenneth Russell Boss
@ 19191984

1source

Residence
Before 1951 « New Hampshire

1source

Marriage
14 Feb 1959 « Manchester, New Hampshire

» Jacobus Johannes Snel
19191982

1source

Bridget’s father, David Kenneth Boss, was born in 1947. Bridget’s parents were
divorced in 1949, when young David was still one year old. Bridget’s mother
remarried in 1959 - and her second husband was Jacobus Johannes Snel.

[ searched the Ancestry.com website for information about Jacobus - here is his
profile from the family tree owned by blart:

off Cunningham - Blaney/Bl... v L Findintree

Jacobus Johannes Snel

BIRTH 4 APRIL 1919 = Orange, New Jersey
DEATH 8 JAN 1982 = Evanston, lllinois

Family Spouse and children Spouse
B Mary Martha Maxwell Shirley Louise Hodgkins
rents 1921-1958 1913-2002
Hendrik G. Snel
1891- James Chapman Snel

1951-2007

Rosetta Elizabeth Voorman
1893-

Jacobus' first wife died in 1958, and we know he remarried Bridget’s mother in
1959.

Note that Jacobus’ parents were Hendrik G. Snel and Rosetta Elizabeth Voorman,
and they were both born in The Netherlands and immigrated to America.

When Bridget'’s father, David Kenneth Boss, married in1970, he listed his father
as Jacobus Snel:



New Hampshire, U.S., Marriage Records, 1700-1971 for David Kenneth Boss
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Remember that David’s mother got divorced when he was not yet 2 years old,
and she married Jacobus Snel when David was not quite 12 years old. I guess it
was natural for him to have listed Jacobus as his father, since he probably never
even knew his biological father, Kenneth R. Boss.

[ also looked at Bridget’s ethnicity estimates (what Ancestry is now calling

“Ancestral regions”):



Ancestral regions

You brijets

14% Scotland 12%
L

12% England & Northwestern 65%

Europe

am

5% Denmark 6%
|

Note that Bridget does not have any ethnicity from The Netherlands. And recall
that Jacobus Johannes Snel’s parents were both from The Netherlands. If Jacobus
was really Bridget's paternal grandfather, then she would have to have
significant ethnicity from The Netherlands.

I conclude that the ancestral line from Bridget back to Benjamin Chadbourne
does indeed go through her paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss.

OK, where are we now? I changed Burr Oakley’s wife from Ruth Unknown to
Mary Jane Higgins. That led to five new DNA matches in the ThruLines® chart
for Mary Jane. [ wrote about that in January '25:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/BurrOakleyFamily_23Jan25.pdf

By adding Mary Jane to my family tree, software on Ancestry.com suggested that
[ add Mary Jane’s two parents and four grandparents. Her maternal grandfather
was Benjamin Chadbourne. And now my ThruLines® chart for Benjamin
Chadborne (my fifth-great grandfather) includes my DNA match with Bridget
Boss.

Although I had some uncertainty about Bridget’s line back to Benjamin
Chadbourne, I'm reasonably convinced that the ancestral line through her
paternal grandfather, Kenneth R. Boss, is correct.

My DNA match with Bridget Boss is another bit of evidence that Burr Oakley’s
wife was Mary Jane Higgins.



Appendix A: Benjamin Chadbourne

For now, [ am going with the version of my family tree that has Mary Jane Higgins
as the wife of Burr Oakley, and Mary Jane’s paternal grandparents as Benjamin

Chadbourne and Sarah Heard.

Here is a profile of Benjamin Chadbourne from the family tree on Ancestry.com

owned by CarolinaWaterway:

«2 Brooks Family Tree_2011.. v

L Find intree @ CarolinaWaterway

Benjamin L Chadbourne Hon, Judge, (Maj General)

: :.'i"i BIRTH 23 JUL 1718 » Berwick, York, Maine, USA
L DEATH 16 MAR 1799 » Berwick, York, Maine, USA

Family Spouse and children Spouse and children
Parants Sarah Heard Mary Chesley
17221750 17261778
William Chadbourn or
Chadbourne :J James Heard & Jonathan Chesley
1683-1759 Chadbourne 4@ chadboume
17431743 17521799
Mary E Nason
16891737 ‘ Polly Chadbourne ‘ Mary Agnes "Moliy”
17441774 Chadbourne
Trh4-1774
Martha Chadbourne
‘ T744-1834 Benjamin Chadboume
1756-1808
‘ Lydia Chadboume
17461815 George Chadbourne
T754-1764
’ Sarah "Sally” Chadbourne
8773

Benjamin lived his entire life in Berwick, Maine, which is in far southern Maine,
separated from New Hampshire by the Salmon Falls River. I visited South
Berwick when I first became interested in DNA and genealogy. Here is a Google

Map showing the location of Berwick:
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The stars on the map must be left over from when I visited there - since one of
them is the historical society in South Berwick.

I mentioned my Spencer cousins who lived in South Berwick in my narrative
about our Spencer ancestors:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/15-OurSpencer-Whitbread Ancestors.pdf
But this appendix is about Benjamin Chadbourne - he was quite a person!

There is a wonderful article about him on the website of the Old Berwick
Historical Society:

https://www.oldberwick.org/history-articles/people/18th-century/judge-benjamin-chadbourne-17181799.html

Judge Benjamin Chadbourne (1718-1799)

The house of Judge Benjamin Chadbourne still stands today at the corner of Vine and Liberty
Streets in South Berwick and is part of South Berwick Historic District.

During the year of 1643, a wealthy Englishman, Humphrey Chadbourne, bought from the Native
Americans a large stretch of land comprising the confluence of the Great Works and Salmon
Falls Rivers. The deed between Chadbourne and Sachem Rowls is said to be one of the oldest
deeds in the United States. Chadbourne’s father, William, had arrived in 1634 with Thomas

Spencer and constructed one of the first waterpower sawmills in North America. The remains of
Humphrey Chadbourne's homestead were discovered in 1995 and have been the focus of an Old Berwick Historical Society archaeology

project, with artifacts on display at the Counting House.

On June 12, 1770, the great-grandson of Humphrey Chadbourne, Benjamin, built this house. Benjamin Chadbourne (1718-1799) had
served in Sir William Pepperrell's expedition against Louisbourg in 1745, and later became a judge of the Court of Common Pleas. He
represented the Berwicks in the Massachusetts Congress from 1756-1771, and was a member of the Governor's Council.

The judge is said to have been a wealthy aristocratic type who loved to give lavish parties. In 1791 Benjamin gave ten acres of land and a
sum of money to initiate the founding of Berwick Academy, today the oldest school in Maine, and served as its first president. He also

sent elm trees from his property to his friend, John Hancock, to plant on Boston Common.

The Chadbourne House, still occupied by descendants of the original Chadbournes, is considered to have been one of the best-built
frame houses of its time. The cellar floor, originally a dirt floor, now cement, has a foundation made of stone. The cellar houses a huge
chimney in its center and is enclosed with a brick archway. Each chimney interior wall measures 64 inches wide, large enough to serve
five separate fireplaces providing ample heat throughout the house.

The main fireplace, largest in the house, is eight feet wide and contains a Dutch beehive shaped oven. Hot coals from the fireplace were

placed into the Dutch oven daily for baking.

The main house has eight rooms. The interior walls are solid plank. Many of the doors are double cross (“Christian”) doors. As well as
beautiful paneling, every corner flaunts a six-inch by six-inch floor-to-ceiling molding. Several rooms contain Indian shutters, which slide
in front of the windowpanes inside the windows. A replica of the Viola Repard, which sailed from New York commanded by Horace P.

Smith, the father of the previous owner of the house, is displayed in the keeping room adjacent to the kitchen area.

The main stairway curves upward with two landings and a hand carved banister. The second floor displays ornate ceiling moldings,
wainscoting and original wide pine floorboards,

The ell was renovated in the spring of 1992 and maintains the integrity of the structure. Brick walls (pumpkin brick) were exposed,
beaded wainscoting was recreated, and door and window styles are in keeping with the style and function of the colonial period. The
family room restoration was completed in June of 2002. The wood wainscoting was removed, resurfaced and refinished. Shelving and
cupboards were built utilizing 150-year-old wood found stored in the barn. The barn/carriage house was restored in 2013, incorporating

a 2 car garage and the Jefferson Atwood Smith barn room.

The Chadbourne House remained within the family for 150 years after its construction, and then was owned by Judge Benjamin Greene
for a very short period of time. Next, Richard Davis and Abram Gilpatrick operated a tinsmith shop on the property. When the
partnership ended, Gilpatrick moved an early ell from this house to the land next door where it is still standing. The well serves as a
divider between the two properties. The Chadbourne House was subsequently owned by Davis' daughter, Louise B. Davis, her niece,
Florence Mary Smith Stevens, and Mrs. Stevens’ cousin, Freeman J. Smith, father of the present owner, Virginia Smith Alterio, who is a
descendant of Patience Chadbourn, sister to Humphrey Chadbourne. As mentioned earlier, their father, William, and Thomas Spencer
arrived in 1634 and operated the earliest waterpower mill in North America.

-- Written in 2014 by Marc and Virginia Smith Alterio



Pretty cool if he really is my fifth-great grandfather!

Oh, and if you read the article on the previous page, you would have seen
“Chadbourne’s father, William, had arrived in 1634 with Thomas Spencer and
constructed one of the first waterpower sawmills in North America.” Of course,
Thomas Spencer was one of our distant Spencer relatives. Imagine that - a
Spencer relative who knew a Chadbourne relative.

And when I looked in my RootsMagic database, [ saw that a Spencer married a
Chadbourne:
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Father: 01 Father's Parents:
—(Thomas Spencer
b 1596
m: = [— Click to add mother

d: 1681

Mother: Mother's Parents:

Patience Chadbourne — [ Click to add father
b 1612
d: 1683

11 | Children |Sexi Born | Birth Place | Died | Death Place |Relation
1 Moses Spencer M 1842 1693 birth

How cool is this!!



