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A few days ago, I was looking for new DNA matches on the Ancestry.com website.  
I typically filter my DNA matches so that I only see a match when (1) I have not 
viewed it previously and (2) software on the website is able to find that the 
match and I share common ancestors.  Many days, no individuals appear on this 
list.  But this particular time, I saw that I had a new DNA match with a man 
named Bill Earls: 
 

 
 
Bill and I share 19 cM of DNA, and we are related on the paternal side of my 
family tree.  I next looked at his bio on Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
Wow!  Bill lives in Sydney, Australia – but he was born in Nashville, Tennessee.  
And his mother was Gertrude Nave.  Wow again!  I have Oakley relatives from 
Tennessee whose mother’s maiden name was Nave.  They have to be related! 
Of course, I next looked at our common ancestors: 



 
 
Bill and I apparently go all the way back to my fifth-great grandfather, Miles 
Oakley (1696-1763).  So Bill is indeed an Oakley descendant!  But when I looked 
at this more closely, I wondered why Ancestry.com only listed Miles Oakley as 
our common ancestor.  What about Miles Oakley’s wife, Sarah Tippetts (1700-
1800) – wouldn’t she also be a common ancestor? 
 
I next looked at the profile I have for Miles Oakley in my family tree on 
Ancestry.com: 
 

 
 
Miles and his wife Sarah had ten children.  The “Quincy Oakleys” are descended 
from their eighth child, Jeremiah Oakley (1730-1820).  I have never seen 
anything on Ancestry.com to suggest that Miles had children with another wife.  
And Sarah outlived Miles by decades, so it wasn’t like Miles would have 
remarried.  [Note that Sarah had ten children and lived to be 100 years old!!] 
 



When I was viewing my profile for Miles Oakley III, I noticed a hint about 
“Possible marriage records”: 
 

 
 
And here is that hint: 
 

 
 
This “marriage record” certainly agrees with my profile of Miles Oakley III – same 
parents, same wife, and same children. 



I went on to look at the chart showing how software on Ancestry.com found that 
Bill Earls and I are both descended from Miles Oakley: 
 

 
 
The software found that we “may” be related through Miles Oakley.  According to 
this chart, Bill is descended from Miles’ son Solomon W. Oakley (1737-1812). 
 
But at least according to my knowledge of Miles Oakley, he did NOT have a son 
named Solomon W. Oakley in 1737. 
 
Note that in the chart above, Solomon W. Oakley appears inside a dotted box that 
is marked with a green “EVALUATE” button.  This means that Solomon is NOT in 
my family tree (unlike my ancestors in the left-hand column in this chart, who 
appear inside solid white boxes, since they already are in my family tree on 
Ancestry.com). 
 
When I clicked on the “EVALUATE” button for Solomon W. Oakley, I saw a pop-up 
window at the right-side of the screen: 
 



 
 
Ahah!  Solomon Wilmoth Oakley (1737-1812) only appears in the “Oakley” family 
tree that is owned by Kirk Oakley.  Just this one single tree, out of all the family 
trees on the Ancestry.com website.  In other words, Solomon is not shown as a 
son of Miles Oakley in any other tree on the Ancestry.com website. 
 
Note that the wording in the box at the right includes “may be the son” and “some 
of the information used to suggest this relationship”.  It also has “when members 
make changes to their trees, ThruLines may also change.” 
 
It would appear that the “suggestion” that Bill Earls and I are both descended 
from Miles Oakley is based solely on this one family tree on Ancestry.com.  And 
as I have written many times before, family trees on this website are notorious 
for having many, many errors. 
 
It would appear that Bill Earls has had his DNA profile on Ancestry.com for some 
time, since he joined Ancestry.com in 2004.  And I just now found out about him.  
My guess (and this is just a guess) is this is because Kirk Oakley just edited his 
tree so that it now shows an incorrect “father-son” relationship between Miles 
Oakley and Solomon W. Oakley. 
 
But if Bill and I are not both descended from Miles Oakley (1696-1763), then is it 
possible that he still is related to me on the Oakley side of my family? 
 
I went on to look at the DNA matches that Bill Earls and I have in common – our 
so-called Shared DNA Matches.  I was surprised to see that there were 38 
individuals on this list.  I recognized a number of these people as being Oakley 
descendants: 
 

 John Bever 
 Timothy Bever – his paternal grandmother was Gladys Harriet Oakley 
 Howard Bever – his mother was Gladys Harriet Oakley 
 Donald Baird 
 Mark Workman – descended from Miles Oakley and Sarah Tippetts 
 Betty Jackson – her maternal grandmother was Iola May Oakley 
 Ann Winningham – Betty’s sister 
 Kathy Orr – Betty’s sister 

 



I wrote about my DNA matches with several of these people earlier – we all share 
a common segment of DNA on Chromosome 15, and we all are descended from 
Miles Oakley Jr. (1671-1743) and his wife Mercy Gardner (1673-1723): 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14A-
DeepTriangulationConfirmsOurOakleyLineage.pdf 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14B-Triangulation-Chr.15.pdf 

 
Three of the people on the list of Shared DNA Matches are sisters – Betty Jackson, 
Ann Winningham, and Kathy Orr.  All three of them had the maiden name Hill, 
and their mother was Dorothy Jane Nave (1916-2000).  And Dorothy’s mother 
was Iola May Oakley (1885-1971).  I can trace their Oakley line from Iola May 
Oakley back to the Oakley-Gardner couple mentioned above. 
 
Well, according to Bill Earls’ family tree, his mother was Gertrude Belle Nave 
(1914-1996), and her mother was Iola May Oakley (1885-1971).  So this means 
that Gertrude and Dorothy were sisters, and Dorothy’s three daughters are first-
cousins of Bill Earls.  When I discovered this relationship, I sent an email to Kathy 
Orr (née Hill).  She wrote back right away: 
 

Yes, Bill Earls (better known as Ozzie Bill) is my cousin.  Bill grew up in 
Nashville with a sister and brother.  He enlisted in the Army during the 
Vietnam war, and it was my understanding he met his wife from Australia 
during the war.  He has spent a tremendous amount of time doing research 
on the Nave and Oakley families. 

 
Of course, this means that I now can trace Bill Earls’ Oakley line back to the same 
Oakley-Gardner couple that are Kathy’s ancestors. 
 
Here is a chart that I already had on my computer, showing how Kathy Orr (née 
Hill) and I are related: 
 

 



I added Bill Earls and his parents to my RootsMagic database, and then generated 
a similar relationship chart: 
 

 
 
According to this chart, Bill and I are seventh-cousins (7C).  And we shared 19 cM 
of DNA.  According to the Bettinger data, 7C on average share 14 cM of DNA, with 
a range of 0-57 cM: 
 

 
 
So my DNA match with Bill is not that much larger than average. 
 



I also looked at Bill Earls’ family tree on Ancestry.com – well, really Bill’s 
pedigree chart.  Here is the initial portion: 
 

 
 
I note that his maternal grandmother was Iola Mai Oakley, but I believe that the 
correct spelling was “May” (not Mai).  At least, her gravestone has “May”: 
 

 
 
The relevant portion of Bill’s pedigree for Iola May Oakley is: 
 

 
 



I actually don’t think that this is correct.  I agree that Iola’s father was William 
Edmund Oakley (1846-1930).  And that William Edmund Oakley’s father was 
David Lamar Oakley (1820-1895).  And that David Lamar Oakley’s father was 
William Edgar Oakley (1779/80-1860). 
 
But my version of Bill’s Oakley line has Symon Oakley (1729-1812) as the father 
of William Edgar Oakley. 
 
Here is a profile for William Edgar Oakley – this one is from the “Angela Ashley 
Family Tree”: 
 

 
 
This profile has William Edgar Oakley’s father as Simon Oakley. 
 
Note that I have used the spelling “Symon” in my family tree.  This is because 
Symon’s mother was Antje Schouten (1697-1790), and her father was Symon 
Schouten (1655-1730).  I assume that she named her son after her father: 
 

 
 



Symon Schouten was born in the Netherlands and immigrated to America, which 
would explain the spelling “Symon”: 
 

 
 
But I digress…   
 
Let me now go back to Bill Earls’ family tree, which shows William Edmund 
Oakley as the father of William Edgar Oakley.  When I looked at Bill’s profile for 
William Edgar Oakley on the Ancestry.com website, I saw that it had to be in 
error: 
 

 
 
This profile shows William Edgar Oakley being born in 1780 to William Edmund 
Oakley, who died in 1759.  Of course, this would be impossible. 
 
Bill’s family tree does not have the parents of William Edmund Oakley.  Perhaps 
the wrong father for William Edgar Oakley in Bill’s family tree kept the software 
on Ancestry.com from showing how Bill and I are related. 
 
I now want to go back to Kirk Oakley, whose family tree appears to be 
responsible for me finding Bill Earls in the first place.  Recall that Ancestry.com 
used Kirk’s family tree to suggest that Solomon W. Oakley was the son of Miles 
Oakley: 
 



 
 
Well, when I looked at Kirk’s profile for Solomon W. Oakley, I didn’t see that Kirk 
had Solomon W. Oakley as being the son of Miles Oakley: 
 

 
 
Kirk has Solomon as the son of Jonathan Oakley and Antjen Schouten.  I certainly 
haven’t seen any family trees that have Solomon as a son of that couple. 
 
In addition, Kirk’s tree has Solomon and his wife Rachel having children from 
1758 through 1805, a span of 47 years.  And their last child, Tobias G. Oakley, 
was born in 1805, when Rachel would have been 67 years old.  So I don’t have 
much confidence in Kirk’s information about Solomon W. Oakley. 
 
At this point, I’m completely flummoxed.  And befuddled.  It really is difficult to 
sort through all of the errors in family trees on the Ancestry.com website.  Sigh! 
 
 
 
 



As an aside, here is a short bio for Kirk Oakley: 
 

 
 
Like Bill Earls, Kirk lives in New South Wales, Australia.  Maybe the two of them 
can figure all this out over a Great Northern Super Crisp Lager or two: 
 

 
 
 
What Do I Know For Sure? 
 
Bill Earls is a first-cousin of Kathy Orr (née Hill).  Kathy and Bill have the same 
maternal grandmother, Iola May Oakley.  In the past, I was able to trace Iola May 
Oakley’s ancestry back to Miles Oakley (1671-1743) and his wife Mercy Gardner 
(1673-1773). 
 
A number of people, including Kathy and me, have a common segment of DNA on 
Chromosome 15.  This group is called a triangulation group, since we all share a 
common segment of DNA and we all are descended from Miles Oakley and his 
wife Mercy Gardner.  I detailed all of this in two earlier narratives: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14A-
DeepTriangulationConfirmsOurOakleyLineage.pdf 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14B-Triangulation-Chr.15.pdf 

 



Importantly, Bill has DNA matches with three of the people in this triangulation 
group who have their DNA profiles on Ancestry.com, namely Kathy Orr (née Hill), 
Tim Bever, and Mark Workman.  Bill also has DNA matches with Kathy’s sisters, 
Betty Jackson and Ann Winningham. 
 
At this point, I have every reason to believe that Bill Earls also has the same 
matching segment of DNA on Chromosome 15.  It would be most helpful if he 
could download his DNA profile from Ancestry.com and then upload it to the free 
GEDmatch.com website. 
 
Bill?  Are you listening?   <smile> 



Appendix A:  John Bowen Oakley Sr. 
 
My wife’s paternal grandfather was John Bowen (1888-1959), who was born in 
Wales.  He immigrated to America in 1907.  My brother-in-law was named John 
Bowen, in honor of his paternal grandfather. 
 
When I was looking at all the family trees involving Bill Earls’ branch of the 
Oakley family, I was quite surprised to find a John Bowen Oakley Sr.: 
 

 
 
I note that since this man had a son who was also named John Bowen Oakley 
(1907-1979), he is referred to as John Bowen Oakley Sr. in many trees on the 
Ancestry.com website (including Bill Earls’ family tree). 
 
I was quite surprised to see that John Bowen Oakley Sr.’s father was William 
Edmund Oakley Sr. (1846-1930), and of course, William was Bill Earls’ great-
grandfather. 
 

 



And John Bowen Oakley Sr. had a sister named Iola May Oakley (1884-1971), 
who was Bill Earls’ maternal grandmother.  Of course, Iola May Oakley was also 
the grandmother of Kathy Orr (née Hill) and her sisters Betty and Ann. 
 
I guess that means that John Bowen Oakley Sr. was Bill Earls’ great-uncle.  Small 
world! 
 
Here is a chart showing how John Bowen Oakley Sr. and I are related: 
 

 
 
John Bowen Oakley Sr. was my paternal grandfather’s fifth-cousin.  That makes 
him my fifth-cousin twice-removed. 
 
Here is the entry for John Bowen Oakley Sr. on the FindAGrave.com website: 
 



 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/115370919/john_bowen_oakley 
 
And here is the entry for Iola May Oakley Nave from FindAGrave.com: 
 

 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/151647868/iola-mai-nave 
 
The entry for Iola May Oakley Nave on the FindAGrave.com website also lists her 
children: 

 
  



Appendix B:  Bill Earls’ Parents 
 
Kathy Orr (née Hill) sent me a photo of Bill Earls’ parents: 
 

 
 

Gertrude Belle Nave Earls and William Jackson Earls 
 
Gertrude was a sixth-cousin of my father, Burks Oakley (1898-1969). 
 
  



Appendix C:  The Wachlin Branch of the Oakley Family Tree 
 
When I was trying to sort out what caused Ancestry.com to have the incorrect (I 
think) common ancestors for Bill Earls and me, I revisited my DNA match with 
Kathy Orr (née Hill).  I looked at our Shared DNA Matches, and one of them was a 
man having the username of goinbroke2: 
 

 
 
I thought that this was an “interesting” username, so I decided to look at our DNA 
match.  We share 26 cM, and even though he only has three people in his family 
tree, that was enough for software on the site to determine our common 
ancestors.  Since Kathy and I both have DNA matches with him, I figured that he 
simply had to be an Oakley descendant. 
 
I next looked at our common ancestors: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  It appeared that our common ancestors were Miles Oakley (1696-1763) 
and his wife Sarah Tippetts (1700-1800).  I wondered if this was “real” or due to 
errors in one or more family trees on the Ancestry.com website.  Since it included 
both Miles Oakley AND his wife Sarah Tippetts, I thought that it most likely was 
real. 



I next looked at our relationship chart: 
 

 
 
Oh my!  This man (goinbroke2) is the son of Losee Wachlin (1896-1978), and I 
have had dealings in the past with Scott Wachlin, who is a grandson of Losee 
Wachlin.  In fact, Scott has the Oakley-Gardner DNA segment on Chromosome 
15: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14A-
DeepTriangulationConfirmsOurOakleyLineage.pdf 

 
Scott’s tree on Ancestry.com shows that indeed he is the grandson of Losee 
Wachlin (the spelling on his WW II draft card is “Losee”): 
 

 



When I interacted with Scott in 2017, I learned that he has two Oakley ancestral 
lines: 
 

 
 
In this chart, John Richard Oakley’s grandson (Losee A. Wachlin) married his 
great-granddaughter (Louise M. Klebish).  I wonder which path was responsible 
for our DNA match… 
 
Since goinbroke2 is a son of Losee Wachlin, maybe he is Clifford Wachlin. 
 
At any rate, goinbroke2 and I have shared DNA matches with: 
 

 John Bever 
 Timothy Bever 
 Howard Bever 
 Donald Baird 
 Mark Workman 
 Andrew Baird 
 Elizabeth Workman 
 Jeannie Trana 
 Betty Jackson 
 Ann Winningham 
 Kathy Orr 
 Brenda Coleman 
 Scott Wachlin 

 
All of these people are known Oakley descendants with the Oakley-Gardner 
segment on Chromosome 15.  One big happy family! 
 



And, of course, the amazing thing is that this segment of DNA on Chromosome 15 
has persisted for so many generations.  We all share a common segment of 
autosomal DNA that goes back to Miles Oakley (1671-1743) and his wife Mercy 
Gardner (1673-1773).  This is quite remarkable and makes all of my work with 
genetic genealogy worthwhile!! 


