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Introduction 
 
I am interested in genetic genealogy – that is, the use of DNA to expand and to 
confirm my family tree.  In 2019, I began to use a website called GEDmatch.com.  
This site has a number of software tools that allow users to visualize which 
segments of their DNA are identical with another individual’s DNA.  Most 
importantly, the “chromosome browser” lets users see the exact positions of 
these DNA matches on any of the twenty-three autosomal chromosomes. 
 
When I started using GEDmatch.com, I discovered a large group of individuals 
who have autosomal DNA matches with me on Chromosome 15.  And to my 
surprise, I learned that all the individuals in this group who shared detailed 
family trees with me were descended from Miles Oakley (1671-1743) and his 
wife Mercy Gardner (1673-1773).   
 
The Oakley-Gardner couple were my sixth-great grandparents, but for several 
individuals in this group, they were their eighth-great grandparents.  This finding 
was incredibly surprising, since autosomal DNA matches typically become too 
small to be significant after this many generations (due to the way that 
autosomal DNA is inherited). 
 
I wrote several narratives about my findings: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14A-DeepTriangulationConfirmsOurOakleyLineage.pdf 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/14B-Triangulation-Chr.15.pdf 

 
I have used the term “triangulation group” when discussing these DNA matches.  
The people in this triangulation group have a DNA match with me on 
Chromosome 151 and we all are descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple.  I 
encourage you to read the two earlier narratives, which were written in 2019, for 
many additional details. 
 
I recently renewed my paid subscription to the GEDmatch.com website, so that I 
could use some of the powerful software tools that are available to paying users.  
I had a plan to go back and see if I could find any new individuals who had a DNA 
match with me on Chromosome 15 and could be shown to be descended from the 
Oakley-Gardner couple.   
 

 
1 Technically, not everyone in my “triangulation group” matches everyone else – but it seems 
that we all started with the same matching segment of DNA.  I’ll discuss this later in the 
narrative. 



Searching For Additional Oakley-Gardner Descendants 
 
My largest DNA match with an individual in the Oakley-Gardner triangulation 
group is with Rev. Tim Bever, who is the pastor at First United Methodist Church 
in Pratt, Kansas.  Tim’s paternal grandmother was Gladys Harriet Oakley (1910-
2014), and I can trace her Oakley line back to the Oakley-Gardner couple.   
 
Tim and I have a 45.7 cM DNA match.  The large size of this match again is 
surprising, since Tim and I are seventh-cousins.  In 2020, the noted genetic 
genealogist, Blaine T. Bettinger, published the results of his research into the 
amount of DNA shared by people of known genealogical relationships.  He found 
that seventh-cousins (7C) on average shared 14 cM of DNA, with a range of 0-57 
cM: 
 

 
 
So the DNA match that I have with Tim Bever is much larger than average, but 
within the range reported in the Bettinger study. 
 
In looking at the Oakley-Gardner triangulation group, I have found that Tim 
Bever appears to have the largest segment of DNA on Chromosome 15 to which 
others in the group have matches.  Let me illustrate this with an example. 
 
One of the software tools on GEDmatch.com is called “People who match both 
kits, or 1 of 2 kits”.  I used this tool to see how four individuals matched Tim 
Bever on Chromosome 15.  Here is the resulting output from GEDmatch: 
 

 
 
Note that Tim Bever himself does not appear in this chart.  I am in line 1, and I 
match Tim from base pair 38994113 to base pair 81179553.  This means that we 
have 42,185,440 consecutive base pairs along Chromosome 15 that are an 
identical match.  This is very strong evidence that we are descended from a 
common ancestor. 
 



The other lines in the table (and in the graph) include Mark Workman (line 2), 
Elaine Stuart (Ekygranny, line 3), and Ginny Fossa (VMF, line 4).  These 
individuals are all known to be descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple.  We 
can infer that Tim’s segment is at least as large as my segment in the graph on the 
previous page. 
 
Note that the result would be very different if we compared how Tim, Mark, 
Ginny, and I compared with Elaine: 
 

 
 
Since Elaine has a smaller segment on Chromosome 15, the longer segments (e.g., 
Tim and Burks) don’t have anything to match.  This is why I use Tim’s segment as 
the “gold standard” – the largest segment on Chromosome 15 to which others 
match. 
 
I recently used the “People who match both kits…” tool to see who in the entire 
GEDmatch.com database matched Tim and me.  I found forty-nine individuals 
who have DNA matches with both of us that are at least 10 cM in size, as shown 
in the following graph: 
 

 



 
Each horizontal bar in this chart represents where on Chromosome 15 an 
individual’s DNA exactly matches Tim Bever.  The longest segments are in yellow, 
medium-size segments are in green, and the shortest segments are in blue.  Note 
that Tim is not shown in this chart – but we can infer that his segment extends 
the full range of the matching bars shown in this chart.   
 
Although all of the people in this chart match Tim Bever and me, not all of them 
match each other.  Here is the same chart with a slight modification: 
 

 
 
Note that the four individuals in the red box at the left do not match the seven 
individuals in the blue box at the right.  Yet they all match Tim and me.  It appears 
to me that the overall large DNA segment that Tim has on Chromosome 15 split 
into several different segments as it was inherited over multiple generations.  
Various Oakley-Gardner descendants inherited different parts of the overall 
large segment.  More below… 
 
Here are the forty-nine individuals shown in the above graphs (note that I am 
counted as one of those people matching Tim Bever): 
 



 
 
A number of these individuals are familiar to me and were included in my two 
earlier narratives; these people are descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple.  
And, unfortunately, some of these people are familiar to me, since they haven’t 



responded to any of my previous emails about this topic.  Of course, there are a 
number of new people on this list, and my gut-feeling (or hypothesis) is that all of 
them are descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple (since they all share part 
of the common DNA segment on Chromosome 15). 
 
I started going through the list of names on this list to see if I could find any of 
them on Ancestry.com, where I might get lucky and find their family trees. 
 
For some reason that I am unable to recall with any certainty, I looked at #37 on 
the above list, Ashley M. Zdenek: 
 

 
 
Ashley and Tim have a 13.0 cM DNA match.   
 
I searched my DNA matches on Ancestry.com – as a first stab, I guessed that her 
username would be “Ashley Zdenek” – and it was!  Boy, was I lucky! 
 

 
 
According to Ancestry.com, Ashley and I have an 11 cM DNA match. 
 
I went on to look at Ashley’s pedigree – again, hoping I could show that she was 
descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple.  
 
What do you think I found? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scroll down….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page:  



 
 
Ashley’s second-great grandmother was Rosabelle Oakley (1873-1941) – shown 
at the far right of this chart.  Rosabelle’s husband was Frederick Albert Isaac 
August Wachlin (1870-1942), and I know from earlier work that Frederick’s 
great-grandson is Scott Wachlin, and Scott is one of the individuals in the Oakley-
Gardner triangulation group.  As an aside, in other trees, I have seen Frederick 
referred to as August, which was one of his middle names. 
 
Since Rosabelle Oakley was already in my RootsMagic database, I added the 
ancestral line from Ashley Zdenek back to Rosabelle.  Here is a chart showing 
how Ashley and I are related: 
 



 
 
Ashley and I are both descended from Miles Oakley (1696-1763) and his wife 
Sarah Tippetts (1700-1800).  Miles Oakley was a son of the Oakley-Gardner 
couple. 
 
According to this chart, Ashley and I are sixth-cousins thrice-removed (I’ve 
always wanted to use the word “thrice” in a narrative).  Even though we are very 
distant cousins, we still share (part of) the Oakley-Gardner DNA segment on 
Chromosome 15. 



 
After I found my DNA match with Ashley on the Ancestry.com website, I looked 
to see if we had any “Shared DNA Matches”.  Recall that to be considered a shared 
match, an individual has to have DNA matches with both Ashley and me that are 
at least 20 cM in size.  This size requirement limits the number of people in this 
group. 
 
I found that Ashley and I have three shared matches with people I recognize: 
 

 
 
The three shared matches are with Pamela Grogan, goinbroke2, and Scott 
Wachlin.   
 
Pamela Grogan doesn’t have a family tree, but she and I have shared DNA 
matches with a number of people in the Oakley-Gardner triangulation group. 
 
The man with the username goinbroke2 appears to be Clifford Wachlin, who is 
Scott Wachlin’s father.  The ThruLines® software on Ancestry.com suggests that 
Clifford is descended from Miles Oakley and his wife Sarah Tippetts.  Recall that 
Miles Oakley was a son of the Oakley-Gardner couple. 
 
Here is a chart from Ancestry.com showing how goinbroke2 and I might be 
related: 
 



 
 
Note that this chart is incorrect.  David William Oakley was the grandfather of 
John Hunt Oakley, not the father as shown in the upper-right.  I’ll discuss this in 
Appendix A.  Remember that these charts are based on family trees on the 
Ancestry.com website, and these trees are notorious for having errors. 
 
The third person on the list of shared DNA matches is Scott Wachlin.  Here is a 
chart showing how Scott and I are related: 
 



 
 
My reason for including Scott Wachlin and his father Clifford Wachlin in this 
narrative, is that both Scott and Ashley are descended from Rosabelle Oakley.  
Here is a chart showing how Scott and Ashley are related: 
 



 
 
Based on this chart, Scott and Ashley are second-cousins once-removed. 
 
I then went back to GEDmatch.com and looked at how Scott and Ashley share 
DNA: 
 

 
 
Wow!  The software estimated that their Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) 
is 3.8.  Based on their relationship chart, their MRCA is 3.5 – so this estimate is 
pretty close.2 
 
But wait!  Ashley and Scott don’t have a match on Chromosome 15!! 
 
So I looked at how both of them match Tim Bever on Chromosome 15 – and also 
included myself and my daughter Amy: 
 

 
2 Their Most Recent Common Ancestor is Rosabelle Oakley; she is 4 generations back from 
Ashley and 3 generations back from Scott.  Averaging these two numbers gives an MRCA of 3.5. 



 
 
Note that Scott’s match with Tim (line 3) ends at 68780263, while Ashley’s match 
with Tim starts at 69037964.  Son of a gun!  Both of them match Tim (and Amy 
and me).  But they don’t match each other on Chromosome 15.  And they both are 
descended from the Oakley-Gardner couple through Rosabelle Oakley. 
 
This finding is certainly consistent with my notion that Tim Bever has a very long 
Oakley-Gardner segment on Chromosome 15.  Due to the way that autosomal 
DNA is inherited, various Oakley-Gardner descendants inherited different parts 
of the long segment.  And this means that there will be Oakley-Gardner 
descendants (like Ashley and Scott) who have part of the Oakley-Gardner DNA 
segment on Chromosome 15, yet they don’t match each other on this 
chromosome.  
 
Now let me address my use of the term “triangulation group”.  When I asked 
Google “In genealogy, what is a triangulation group?”, it responded with an “AI 
Overview”: 
 

 
 
We need “a cluster of individuals who all share a common DNA segment”.  Does 
this mean that Ashley and Scott can’t be in the same triangulation group for the 
Oakley-Gardner segment on Chromosome 15?  Or can I interpret this to mean 
that the common DNA segment is the “gold standard” segment that Tim Bever 
has on Chromosome 15?  In that case, both Ashley and Scott share this segment.  I 
guess I’ll go with this broader interpretation and lump the 49 people who match 
both Tim and me into one large “triangulation group”. 
  



Summary 
 
In this rambling narrative, I set out to use a specific software tool on the 
GEDmatch.com website to see if I could find new individuals who (1) have the 
Oakley-Gardner DNA segment on Chromosome 15 and (2) have ancestral lines 
going back to the Oakley-Gardner couple. 
 
I found that Ashley Zdenek meets these two criteria.  Ashley is descended from 
Rosabelle Oakley (1873-1941), and I can trace Rosabelle’s ancestry back to the 
Oakley-Gardner couple. 
 
I also looked at Scott Wachlin, who also is descended from Rosabelle Oakley.  
Interestingly, Scott has a totally different part of the Oakley-Gardner DNA 
segment on Chromosome 15 – and he doesn’t have any overlap with Ashley on 
this chromosome. 
 
But I’m still going to include them in my Oakley-Gardner triangulation group! 
 
  



Appendix A: 
 
On the Ancestry.com website, the ThruLines® software suggested that Clifford 
Wachlin (goinbroke2) is descended from Miles Oakley and Sarah Tippetts, 
according to the ancestral line at the right in the following chart: 
 

 
 
In Clifford’s ancestral line, John Hunt Oakley (1781-1846) is shown as the son of 
David William Oakley (1720-1796).  When I clicked on the “Evaluate” button for 
the entry for John Hunt Oakley, I viewed a number of family trees on the site that 
have this relationship (this is just a partial list): 
 



 
 
I looked at the first one – the “Christine Donovan Family Tree”, and I saw the 
following panel: 
 

 
 
According to this information, John Hunt Oakley’s mother, Sarah Hunt, was born 
in 1725.  John was born in 1781, when his mother was 56 years old.  I don’t think 
so.  As an aside, it is amazing to see how many different family trees on 
Ancestry.com have this same (incorrect) information. 
 
A little searching on the Ancestry.com website turned up a number of other 
profiles for John Hunt Oakley.  Here is one from the “Oakley Family Tree”, which 
is owned by Susan Reeves: 
 



 
 
According to this profile, John Hunt Oakley was the son of David William Oakley 
Jr. (1750-1829).  This makes a lot more sense!  And this is what I had in the 
ancestral lines for Ashley Zdenek and Scott Wachlin earlier in this narrative. 
 
  



Appendix B: 
 
Rosabelle Oakley (1873-1941) was married to August Wachlin (1870-1942).  
Their daughter was Edith Roberta Wachlin (1909-1980), and she married Henry 
Joseph Zdenek (1903-1966).  Of course, this brings together two of the important 
surnames in this narrative – Wachlin and Zdenek. 
 
Edith’s entry on the FindAGrave.com website is at: 
 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/198437039/edith_roberta_zdenek 
 

 
 
This entry includes the following text: 
 

 
 
Presumably, this is where I learned that Frederick Albert Isaac August Wachlin 
went by the name “August”. 


