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I recently wrote about another branch of the Burks family: 
 
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/SamuelPerryBurks-A-Burks-Cousin.pdf 
 
In that narrative, I mentioned that there is a private Facebook group entitled 
“Burks and Endicott Cousins”: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/830593517117814 
 
The administrator of this Facebook group is Wanda Burks Tackett, and her 
branch of the Burks family lived in Oklahoma for many generations.  Wanda 
herself is originally from Checotah, Oklahoma, which is about 115 miles straight 
east of Oklahoma City on I-40. 
 
Wanda recently posted a photo of her father’s first cousin, Arley Odell Burks 
(1902-1990): 
 

 



Arley lived his entire life in eastern and central Oklahoma: 
 

 
 
In the 1930 US Census, Arley was living in Norman, Oklahoma, with his wife Ethel 
and their 8-year-old son Herman Royal Burks: 
 

 
 
Interestingly, Arley and his family were living next door to his parents and five of 
his siblings. 
 
A photo of Arley’s World War II Draft card is on the Ancestry.com website: 
 

 
 
At this time when Arley signed this card, he was 40 years old and living on Route 
#4 in Norman, Oklahoma.  His occupation was listed as farming. 
 
Here is a chart showing how Arley and I are related: 
 



 
 
Arley and I are both descended from William Burks (1740-1830) and his wife 
Eliza Cade (1750-1789).  I am descended from this couple through their son Levi 
Burks (1781-1854), while Arley is descended from this couple through their son 
Willis Allen Burks (1784-1870).  Based on this chart, Arley and I were fourth-
cousins. 
 
As mentioned above, Arley had a son named Herman Royal Burks (1921-2009): 
 

 
 
According to Wanda Burks Tackett’s family tree on Ancestry.com, Herman had a 
son and a daughter.  That means that Herman’s son would be a Burks male from 
an unbroken string of Burks males going back to William Burks (1740-1830) and 
to his Burks male ancestors before him.  How cool would it be to see his Y-DNA 
test and see how closely he matches other Burks males… 
 
According to the FindAGrave.com website, Arley is buried in Denver Cemetery in 
Norman, Oklahoma: 
 
 



 

 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/18637742/arley-o.-burks 

 
 
 
One last item:  This narrative was about Arley Burks.  Not to be confused with 
Arleigh Burke (1901-1996), who was an admiral in the United States Navy who 
distinguished himself during World War II and the Korean War.  Arleigh Burke 
served as Chief of Naval Operations during the Eisenhower and Kennedy 
administrations.  And the Arleigh Burke class of guided-missile destroyers is a 
United States Navy class of destroyer centered around the Aegis Combat System. 


