My New DNA Match with Amanda Colwell
(and what are the odds?)

By Burks Oakley I1
5 February2025

Earlier today, I checked the Ancestry.com website to see if | had any new DNA
matches. I almost always filter all my matches (currently 54,852 in number) so |
only see those matches that (1) I have not viewed previously and (2) where
software on the Ancestry.com website was able to find our common ancestor(s).
Most days, this process turns up zero matches that meet the two criteria.

But today was different - this filtering process identified my new DNA match
with Amanda Colwell:
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Summary Origins Matches Traits

LT Y Clear all % Fiter 2 < Creategroup () Search 1y Sort

Distant Family

Amanda Colwell Haif 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin % Public linked tree
’ 2X removed 3 people
Paternal side ,_:g Common ancestor

A

29 cM | < 1% shared DNA

Note that both the “Common ancestor” and “Unviewed” filters were being used. 1
have a 29 ¢cM DNA match with Amanda.

Of course, | immediately looked at the details of this match - and I looked first at
our common ancestor:

How are you and Amanda Colwell related?

Common Ancestors 23

According to Ancestry member trees, these are
the common ancestors that connect you and
Amanda Colwell. View a common ancestor to see
the relationship path that connects you.

Amanda Colwell could be your half 4th cousin
through:

William Lewis Crawford
3rd great-grandfather
1792-1868

View Relationship

Oh my! We both are descended from William Lewis Crawford Sr. (1792-1868).
Just yesterday, I finished writing a lengthy narrative about this man - who had



twelve children with his first wife. After she died, he was a widower for 23 years.
Then he married a (very) young woman who was 49 or 50 years younger than he
was. And he had six more children with her! See:

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/RandyChrisley_4Feb25.pdf

What are the odds that I would write about William Lewis Crawford Sr. one day,
and then find a new DNA match going back to him the very next day.

I went on to look at our “Shared DNA Matches” - the top two from my
perspective are shown here:

Shared match: % Your: .’ Amanda Colwell's:
Tim Oakley Your: Amanda Colwell's:
' y o 1st cousin 1x removed Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
‘1\ . 511 cM 26 cM
Paternal side
Jo. Your: Amanda Colwell's:
' Managed by % |'||E|i| 1. 1st cousin 2x removed Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin
4 “ 196 cM 25 cM

Paternal side

These matches are with Tim Oakley and Josh Oakley (J.0.). Josh is two
generations more removed from William Sr. than I am, yet he still has a 25 cM
DNA match with Amanda.

[ should add that my cousin Mark Eidem also has a DNA match with Amanda:

Mark Eidem and

Amanda Colwell
ME AC

Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin 2x removed
Maternal side

<1% shared DNA: 18 cM across 1 segments

Since Mark’s match is less than 20 cM, he doesn’t appear on the list of “Shared
DNA Matches”.

[ also looked at my Shared DNA Matches with Amanda from her perspective:



Shared match: -& Your: ’ Amanda Colwell's:
4L

Jeremy Your: Amanda Colwell's:
,’l Bowman o qig i Half 4th cousin Brother
‘l\ Managed by Paige <€ 40cM 2444 cM
Bowman Paternal side
mcdowesr Your: Amanda Colwell's:
g 1] + 4th cousin or half 3rd cousin 1x removed Half uncle or granduncle
‘*1\ 15 cM 795 cM

Paternal side

PB. Your: Amanda Colwell's:
’_- Managed by &% & o Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 4th cousin Granduncle
‘L“l. Iringelstetter Q= 20 cM 725 cM
Paternal side
.
Your: Amanda Colwell's:
Morgan Flinton Half 3rd cousin 1x removed or 3rd cousin 2x 2nd cousin or half 1st cousin 1x removed
g o+ removed 198 cM
L 17 cM
Paternal side

Amanda’s largest DNA match is with her brother, Jeremy Bowman. I guess that
this means Amanda’s maiden name was Bowman. She has three more large DNA
matches, but only one of them (P.B.) has a common ancestor identified.

[ went on to look at the chart showing how Amanda and I are related:

Relationship to Amanda Colwell

You may be related 10 Amanda Colwell through William Lewis Crawford

William L Crawford
Zrd great-grandiather

1To2-1888

I ! ]
Daniel Crawford Charlotte Crawford
2nd great-grandfather ‘ Half 2nd great-grandaunt
1B17-1BET 18801931

I I
Mary J C Crawford Ethel Mabry
Great-grandmother i ‘ Half 1=t cousin 3x rermoved
18371902 | 1898-1880
Kate Cameron Burks ! Elroy Bowman
Patemal grandmother Half 2nd cousin 2% removed
1B73-1854 ; 1028-2003
Burks Oakley | wme Michael Lee Bowman
Father ! i Half 3rd cousin Tx removed
18981860 1850-20M

& ; AC
©

Burks Oakley Amanda Colwell
Half 4th cousin

29 cM | 1segmenis

This chart shows that we both are descended from William Lewis Crawford Sr. I
am descended from his son Daniel Crawford, while Amanda is descended from
his daughter Charlotte Crawford. Note that Daniel was one of William Sr.’s
children from his first marriage, while Charlotte was one of his children from his
second marriage. This is why we are listed as “half” fourth-cousins in the
relationship chart.



Amanda’s father was Michael Lee Bowman (1959-2011), so indeed her maiden
name would have been Bowman.

[ also looked at Amanda’s family tree (pedigree) on Ancestry.com:

Colwell Family Tree " Expand tree

Amanda Colwell's Linked Tree % 3 People

This is a preview of the public tree linked to Amanda Colwell's DNA results. Surnames that appear in both
your tree and Amanda Colwell's tree are marked in green.

‘ Private
L ‘ Private

Wow! She just has herself and her mother in this tree. I'm always amazed how
the software on Ancestry.com can complete her tree back so many generations.

Of course, in this case, it isn’t all that amazing, since Amanda’s brother, Jeremy
Bowman, has a very complete pedigree chart:

Bowman/Wakefield Family Tree ¢ Expand tree

Jeremy Bowman's Linked Tree % 175 People

This is a preview of the public tree linked to Jeremy Bowman's DNA results. Surnames that appear in both
your tree and Jeremy Bowman's tree are marked in green.

_“- Robert F Bowman A JohnBowman ?
@ Elroy Bowman T (80071955 £ Elizabeth Bowman b
4R 1929-2003 B 5
Ethel Bowman & Pyrthus Mabry !
1899-1980 . 3
& Michael Bowman 4 Charlotte Mabry *
Al 1959-201 . 5
= scott Tate Pendergr... 4 John APendergraft 5
| Margie Rose Bowman 19111979 Mary Ann Pendergraft 7
1939-2001 . : i . ;
EOZE“&JJGHKIHS' Willie Arthur Jenkins ?
€ Private il ~ & Ethel Emily Storm >
" b
. F George Thomas Wak... " George Nathaniel Wak... -
@ Gordon Wakefield S 1950 D42 & MaryBell Cambemn >
A 19241977 .
Floy Constance Stan... | 4 Nicholas Burkhardt Sta...
18871943 &£ Catherine Ellen Manning >

| ‘ Private

MNorma Lee Morton
1926-1987

_ @ Eddie Shafter Morton
Al 1298-1956

| - TediaFrances Stand... . Emmett Jackson Stan... 2
S50 19041977 . Clifford Augusta Robin... 7

Jeremy'’s pedigree chart goes back to Charlotte Mabry (née Crawford).

The only thing remaining is to look at the ThruLines® chart for William Lewis
Crawford Sr. Actually, I'm only interested in the ancestral lines that connect back
through Charlotte Crawford. That part of the ThruLines® chart is shown on the
next page in landscape view:



ThruLines® for William Lewis Crawford

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® rees 1o suggest that you may be related 1o 36 DNA maiches through William Lewis Crawford.

William Lewis Crawford
3rd great-grandfathar

Siblings~ < = > Siblings™
Charlotte Crawford
Half 2nd great-grandaunt
1880-1831
|
Minnie F Mabry ; : Frank P Mabry o ' Louie B Mabry : ' Ethel Mabry /
Half 1st cousin 3x removed 1 : Half 1st cousin 3x removed : : Half 15t cousin 3x removed Half 1at cousin 3x removed
1B7E-1845 ; 1891-1982 } ¥ 1BOT-1075 18061980
Mary Belle Crawford | e walter foy crawford ¢ Frank Pyrrhus Mabry oo Mary Charlotie Mabry . Elroy Bowman
Half 2nd cousin 2% removed © | Half 2nd cousin 2x removed : Half 2nd cousin 2% remowved | ‘ Half 2nd cousin 2x remoied Half 2nd cousin 2x removed PB
1304-1083 v " 10141084 : y ¥ ipig-ipg7 ; 1925-1083 i 1828-2003 }
| ! | | | PB.
e ETITEE e CVALLATE | =it B EVALLIATE | Hal T cotieren P resiiesvesd
% i . James E. Crawford Michael Lee Bowman -
Private [ ; T 20 cM | 1 segments
Half 3rd cousin Tx removed ; : Half 3rd cousin Tx removed FM PW : : FE”%MCGBIRWWW
¥ 1047-2001 © © : 1850-2011
| l Frank Mabry Peggy Williams I ]
S et S EVALUATE | Half 3rd cousin 1x removed Half 3rd cousin Tx remowved
i Private | 9. cM | 1sagments 17 cM | 1 segments
BC 2 e AC JB
Brandon Clark l Amanda Colwell Jeremy Bowman
Half 4th cousin Half 4th cousin Half 4th cousin
35 cM | 3 segmenis AC 29 cM | 1 segmenis 40 cM | 2 segments
ashley crawford
Half 4th cousin 1x removed

10 cM | 1 segments



I now have a total of 36 DNA matches with descendants of William Lewis
Crawford Sr. Seven of those matches connect back through William Sr.’s
daughter Charlotte.

Amanda and her brother Jeremy appear in the lower-right of the chart on the
previous page, along with their great-uncle P.B.

Note that in this ThruLines® chart, Charlotte Crawford (at the top of the chart)
appears inside a solid white box. This indicates that she now is in my family tree
on Ancestry.com. I added her and William Sr.’s other children from his second
marriage late yesterday.

I sure was surprised to see my new DNA match with Amanda Colwell earlier
today. What are the odds?



