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Introduction 
 
I am interested in genetic genealogy – that is, using DNA matches to confirm and 
to extend my family tree.  My cousin1 Timothy Kane Oakley (born 1962) recently 
had his DNA “tested” on Ancestry.com, and I now have spent some time looking 
into his DNA matches. 
 
 
A New DNA Match with Amanda Mervin 
 
A few days ago, I looked on Ancestry.com at the DNA matches that Tim Oakley 
and I have in common – our so-called “Shared DNA Matches”: 
 

 

 
1 I was a first-cousin of Tim’s father, David Ray Oakley Sr. (1940-2022), so that means that Tim 
and I are first-cousins once-removed. 



Of course, my largest DNA match on this list was with my daughter, Amy Oakley.  
After Amy, my next largest shared DNA matches were with Hal Oakley, Mark 
Eidem, and Amanda Mervin.  Hal and Mark are my first-cousins once-removed on 
the Oakley side of my family, so I expected to see them on the list of DNA 
matches that I share with Tim Oakley.   
 
But Amanda Mervin came as a real surprise to me.  This is certainly the first time 
I saw my DNA match with her.  Amanda and I share 325 cM of DNA, which 
suggests a rather close genealogical relationship.  In fact, based solely on the size 
of this match, software on the Ancestry.com website calculated the probability of 
various relationships between Amanda and me: 
 

 
 
Ancestry.com predicted that we have a 59% probability of being first-cousins 
once-removed (or some other relationship with that degree of separation), and 
we have a 38% probability of being second-cousins (or some equivalent 
relationship, such as first-cousins twice-removed). 
 
I next looked at Amanda’s family tree on Ancestry.com: 
 

 



This limited family tree wasn’t any help to me in figuring out how Amanda and I 
are related.  However, it was interesting to see that her paternal grandmother 
was Marilyn Walking Eagle, which certainly sounds like she would have been a 
Native American. 
 
I also looked at Amanda’s ethnicity estimates (not that this information would 
help me figure out our relationship): 
 

 
 
Nothing really surprising here, except that Amanda does indeed have 5% 
Indigenous Americas-North as part of her ethnicity.  This ethnicity most likely 
came from her paternal grandmother, Marilyn Walking Eagle. 
 
I then had the brilliant idea of looking at my family tree on my PC, which is 
maintained in a RootsMagic database.  Much of the information in this database 
was imported from another database that Hal Oakley sent me at least fifteen 
years ago. 
 
 
And what do you think I found in my RootsMagic database? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go on to the next page! 
  



Amanda Lee Mervin, born 9 February 1988, was in my RootsMagic database: 
 

 
 
Amanda is a granddaughter of my first-cousin Ann Elizabeth Oakley (born 1942), 
and therefore she is a great-granddaughter of my uncle Allen Miller Oakley 
(1907-2004) and his wife Carol Elizabeth Selby (1915-2005). 
 
Here is a chart showing how Amanda and I are related: 
 

 
 
Amanda is my first-cousin twice-removed (1C2R). 
 
In 2020, the noted genetic genealogist Blaine T. Bettinger published his data 
showing the amount of DNA shared between people with known genealogical 
relationships: 



 
 
Here is the entry for 1C2R: 
 

 
 
Individuals who have a 1C2R relationship average 221 cM of shared DNA, with a 
range of 33-471 cM.  So my DNA match with Amanda (325 cM) is well above 
average in size, but certainly within the observed range. 
 
This is cool!  I finally have a DNA match with someone in Allen Miller Oakley’s 
branch of our family!! 
 
I went on to look at the DNA matches between Amanda and my other Oakley 
relatives who have their DNA on Ancestry.com.  Here is Amanda’s DNA match 
with Hal Oakley: 
 

 
 
Amanda and Hal share 111 cM of DNA.  
 
Here is a chart showing how Hal and Amanda are related: 



 
 
Hal and Amanda are second-cousins once-removed (2C1R).  Here is the relevant 
cell from the Bettinger data: 
 

 
 
Hal’s DNA match with Amanda of 111 cM is just slightly below average in size. 
 
Moving on, I next looked at Mark Eidem’s DNA match with Amanda: 
 

 
 
Mark and Amanda share 105 cM of DNA. 
 
Here is the chart showing how Mark and Amanda are related: 
 



 
 
Mark and Amanda also have a 2C1R relationship, and their 105 cM DNA match is 
slightly below average in size. 
 
Now on to cousin Tim Oakley, whose DNA match with Amanda started all this: 
 

 
 
Tim and Amanda share 135 cM of DNA. 
 
Here is the chart showing how Tim and Amanda are related (and if you are 
paying attention, you will already know their relationship): 
 



 
 
That’s right – they are 2C1R.  And their 135 cM DNA match is slightly above the 
average of 122 cM for this relationship. 
 
The next DNA match to consider is my daughter Amy’s DNA match with Amanda: 
 

 
 
Amy and Amanda share 163 cM of DNA, and they also are 2C1R: 
 

 
 



Amy’s DNA match with Amanda (163 cM) is well above average in size.  The 
range of the size of these 2C1R matches (from Mark at 105 cM to Amy at 163 cM) 
is a good example of the random way that autosomal DNA is inherited. 
 
Finally, let me look at Sullivan Oakley’s DNA match with Amanda.  Sullivan and 
Amanda are third-cousins (3C), as shown in the following relationship chart: 
 

 
 
Based on the Bettinger data from 2020, 3C average 73 cM of shared DNA, with a 
range of 0 to 234 cM: 
 

 
 
Sullivan’s DNA match with Amanda is shown on the next page: 
 
  



 
 
Oh my!  Sullivan does NOT have a DNA match with Amanda.  I guess that this is a 
great example of the variable ways in which autosomal DNA is inherited. 
 
 
Summary 
 
In this short chapter, I began with my new DNA match with Amanda Mervin.  
Amanda is a great-granddaughter of my uncle Allen Miller Oakley (1907-2004) 
and his wife Carol Elizabeth Selby (1915-2005).  Based on this relationship, 
Amanda and I are first-cousins twice-removed (1C2R).  Amanda is the first DNA 
match that I have found in the Allen Miller Oakley branch of our family, and that 
is really nice to see. 
 
I also looked at the DNA matches between Amanda and other Oakley family 
members who have their DNA on the Ancestry.com website:  Hal Oakley, Mark 
Eidem, Tim Oakley, Amy Oakley, and Sullivan Oakley.  All of these DNA matches 
fell within the expected range for their known genealogical relationships.  The 
one surprise (to me) was that Sullivan Oakley does not have a DNA match with 
her third-cousin Amanda Mervin. 
 
 
 


