Chapter 93

At Long Last - A DNA Match with the
Allen Miller Oakley Branch of Our Family

[originally written 24 March 2023]

Introduction

[ am interested in genetic genealogy - that is, using DNA matches to confirm and
to extend my family tree. My cousin! Timothy Kane Oakley (born 1962) recently
had his DNA “tested” on Ancestry.com, and I now have spent some time looking

into his DNA matches.

A New DNA Match with Amanda Mervin

A few days ago, I looked on Ancestry.com at the DNA matches that Tim Oakley

and [ have in common - our so-called “Shared DNA Matches”:

You and Tim Oakley

TO 1st - 2nd Cousin | Unassigned

7% shared DNA: 511 cM across 17 segments

Trees Ethnicity Shared Matches

Filter by: ® Unviewed 2 Commen ancestors Q, Search | Sort v
Parent/Child
Amy Oakley Daughter % Public linked tree
3,455 cM | 50% shared DNA 2,127 Peaple
Both sides 2% Common ancestor
Close Family
Hal Oakley 1st - 2Znd Cousin % Public linked tree
' 418 cM | 6% shared DNA 405 People
. Paternal side 2t Common ancestor
_ Mark Eidem 1st — 2nd Cousin % Public linked tree
' 418 cM | 6% shared DNA 555 People
.— Paternal side 22 Common ancestor
AmandaMervin 2nd - 3rd Cousin % Unlinked Tree
325 cM | 5% shared DNA
Unassigned

1 [ was a first-cousin of Tim’s father, David Ray Oakley Sr. (1940-2022), so that means that Tim

and I are first-cousins once-removed.



Of course, my largest DNA match on this list was with my daughter, Amy Oakley.
After Amy, my next largest shared DNA matches were with Hal Oakley, Mark
Eidem, and Amanda Mervin. Hal and Mark are my first-cousins once-removed on
the Oakley side of my family, so I expected to see them on the list of DNA
matches that I share with Tim Oakley.

But Amanda Mervin came as a real surprise to me. This is certainly the first time
[ saw my DNA match with her. Amanda and I share 325 cM of DNA, which
suggests a rather close genealogical relationship. In fact, based solely on the size
of this match, software on the Ancestry.com website calculated the probability of
various relationships between Amanda and me:

You and AmandaMervin

Shared DNA: 325 cM across 14 segmentis
Unweighted shared DNA: 325 cM
Longest segment: 73 ¢M

Possible DNA relationships

This table shows the percentage of the time people sharing 325 cM have the following relationships:

Percent Relationship

58% 1st cousin 1x removed
Half 1st cousin
Znd great-grandparent
2nd great-grandchild

Znd cousin

1st cousin 2x removed

Half 1st cousin 1x removed

Half great-grandaunt/granduncle
Half great-grandniece/grandnephew

Ancestry.com predicted that we have a 59% probability of being first-cousins
once-removed (or some other relationship with that degree of separation), and
we have a 38% probability of being second-cousins (or some equivalent
relationship, such as first-cousins twice-removed).

[ next looked at Amanda’s family tree on Ancestry.com:

Marilyn Walking Eagle




This limited family tree wasn’t any help to me in figuring out how Amanda and I
are related. However, it was interesting to see that her paternal grandmother
was Marilyn Walking Eagle, which certainly sounds like she would have been a
Native American.

[ also looked at Amanda’s ethnicity estimates (not that this information would
help me figure out our relationship):

Ethnicity Estimates
You AmandaMervin
36% England & Northwestern 45%
Europe
S|
17% Norway 2%
.
7% Scotland 5%
a
1% Ireland 32%

Nothing really surprising here, except that Amanda does indeed have 5%
Indigenous Americas-North as part of her ethnicity. This ethnicity most likely
came from her paternal grandmother, Marilyn Walking Eagle.

[ then had the brilliant idea of looking at my family tree on my PC, which is
maintained in a RootsMagic database. Much of the information in this database

was imported from another database that Hal Oakley sent me at least fifteen
years ago.

And what do you think I found in my RootsMagic database?

Go on to the next page!



Amanda Lee Mervin, born 9 February 1988, was in my RootsMagic database:

2 - Allen Miller Oakley M 4 Oct 1807 Quingy. lllinois 11 Jan 2004 Quincy, lllinois
+Carol Elizabeth Selby F 25 Dec 1915 5 Apr 2005 Quincy. lllincis
3 - Ann Elizabeth Oakley F 13 Nov 1942 Quincy, lllinois
+Larry P. Wright M
4 - Marvin Miller Wright M 3 Mar 1964 Carbondale, lllinois
4 - Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin F 10 Sep 1966 New York City, N.Y.
5 - Holly Mervin 21 Jun 1985

5 - Stephanie Ann Mervin F 21 Mar 1989

5 - Charity Mervin F 21 Jun 1983
4 - Polly Ann (Wright) Mize F & Mar 1970 Denver. Colorado
+Daniel Mize M

Amanda is a granddaughter of my first-cousin Ann Elizabeth Oakley (born 1942),
and therefore she is a great-granddaughter of my uncle Allen Miller Oakley
(1907-2004) and his wife Carol Elizabeth Selby (1915-2005).

Here is a chart showing how Amanda and I are related:

b
Ray Miller Oakley
{1876-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks
{1873-1934)
I~
|
| I |
Burks Oakley Allen Miller Oakley
{1398-1969) {1907-2004)
Grace Florence Brorstrim siblinzs Carol Elizabeth Selby
(1916-2000) - (1913-20035)
1

Burks Oakley I
{1949-)

Ann Elizabeth Oakley
{1942-)
Larry P. Wright
S

first cousins

(1966-)
once removed

Amanda Lee Mervin
(1988-)

twice removed

|:: Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin 4
I~

Amanda is my first-cousin twice-removed (1C2R).

In 2020, the noted genetic genealogist Blaine T. Bettinger published his data
showing the amount of DNA shared between people with known genealogical
relationships:



The Shared cM Project — Version 4.0 (March 2020)

Blaine T. Bettinger P
www.TheGeneticGenealogist.com How to read this chart: Greait-Gx‘:leat-Grfat- A GG‘[}IG-I
CC 4.0 Attribution License Relationship rangparex unt/Uncle
Aunt/Uncle 4 Average
L. =
1741 «—]| : GGG-
1201 - 2824 |— Range (min-max) Great-Great-Grandparent || , = /Uncle
Half GG- Great-Great
ATt Ohols Great—(h;;:;dparent Annt/Uncle 1(1113711 2¢3R Other
208 420 51 2 :
103~ 284 485 —1486 18613 25-238 0-154 Relationships
Half Great- Great
H“]f;:zk Aunt/Uncle G"““l‘;g:’e“t Auu;/Uncle 122211‘ 2"721R 3?2“ ?SC
431 50
16 — 269 184~ 668 984 — 2462 330 — 1467 33 —471 0—244 0 -166 o-71
Half2c1R || Half1CiR || , o8 Parent Aunt/Uncle 1CIR 2e1R 3CIR 4CIR 6CIR
66 224 871 3485 1741 433 122 48 28 5 15
0—190 62 — 469 192 — 1315 2376 - 3720 1201 - 2282 102 — 980 14— 353 0-192 0 —12 0-56
Half 3¢ Half 2¢ Half 1C Half-Sibling Sibling 1C 2¢ 3¢ 4¢ 5¢ 6C2R
48 120 449 1759 2613 SELF 866 229 73 35 25 13
0-168 10 — 325 156 — 979 1160 — 2436 1613 — 3488 396 — 1397 41— 592 0-234 0-139 0-117 0-45
Half 3c1R Half 2c1R Half 1C1R Niecel;l;llefphew Niece/Nephew Child 1C1R 2c1R 3C1R 4C1R 5C1R 7C
37 66 224 871 1740 3487 433 122 48 28 21 14
0-139 0—-190 62 — 469 92 _71315 1201 - 2282 2376 — 3720 102 - 980 14 — 353 0-192 0-126 o-8o 0-57
Half G; G - E
Ha.lf2 :;czR x-xa.lf1 ;czR Half 215021{ N | PN i Gra;dszhﬂd 1(2::11{ 2«:;!{ 3(3:211 402211 50131{ 7(1::1{
431 850 g
o-78 0—144 16 — 269 184 — 668 330 — 146 984 — 2462 33—471 0- 244 0 —166 0-93 0-65 0-50
Half GG Great-Great- Great-
Half 1C3R || ;ece/Nephew || Niece/Nephew ||  Grandehild 1C3R 2c3R 3C3R 4C3R 5C3R 86
Half 3¢3R Half 2¢3R 60 508 420 887 117 51 27 19 13 11
0-120 103 — 284 186 — 713 485 — 1486 25 — 238 0—154 0-98 0-60 0-30 0-42

Minimum was automatically set to 0 cM for relationships more distant than Half 2C, and averages were determined only for submissions in which DNA was shared

Here is the entry for 1C2R:

1C2R
221

33 — 471

Individuals who have a 1C2R relationship average 221 cM of shared DNA, with a
range of 33-471 cM. So my DNA match with Amanda (325 cM) is well above
average in size, but certainly within the observed range.

This is cool! I finally have a DNA match with someone in Allen Miller Oakley’s
branch of our family!!

[ went on to look at the DNA matches between Amanda and my other Oakley

relatives who have their DNA on Ancestry.com. Here is Amanda’s DNA match
with Hal Oakley:

Hal Oakley and AmandaMervin

H 0 AM 2nd - 3rd Cousin | Unassigned

2% shared DNA: 111 ¢cM across 8 segments

Amanda and Hal share 111 cM of DNA.

Here is a chart showing how Hal and Amanda are related:




Ray Miller Oakley

(1876-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks
(1873-1934)
| |
'S ke
Thomas Crawford Qakley | Allen Miller Oalkley
(1908-1969) {1907-2004)
Mary Susan Sullivan siblinzs Carol Elizabeth Selby
{1908-1923) = (1913-2003)
i . I~
i [ | | B
Peter Anthony "Tony™ Qakley Ann Elizabeth Oakley
(1933-2013) (1042-)
Signe Christine Jacobson S e Larry P. Wright
(1943) &
= | b . "
J [ | b
Harold Baker "Hal" Oakley | Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin
(1968-) (1966-)
second cousins
1 = i I~
| | B
Amanda Lee Mervin
{1988
once removed
= 'y

Hal and Amanda are second-cousins once-removed (2C1R). Here is the relevant
cell from the Bettinger data:

2¢1R
122

14 — 353

Hal’s DNA match with Amanda of 111 cM is just slightly below average in size.

Moving on, I next looked at Mark Eidem’s DNA match with Amanda:

Mark Eidem and AmandaMervin

M E AM 2nd - 3rd Cousin | Unassigned

1% shared DNA: 105 cM across 5 segmentis

Mark and Amanda share 105 cM of DNA.

Here is the chart showing how Mark and Amanda are related:



Ray Miller Oakley
{1876-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks
(1873-1934)

C [ = | | &
William Burr Oakley | Allen Miller Oakley
(1903-1983) (1907-20043

Gladys Blanche Marie Toebben siblines Carol Elizabeth Selby
(1903-1978) 2 (1915-2003)
ga) s ! F
7 B T '
Mary Cameron Oakley Ann Elizabeth Oakley
(1923-2007) (1942-)
Lowell Blaine Fidem first cousins Larry P. Wright
(1919-2002) | (-)
! - g r
] b A b
Mark Cameron Eidem | Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin
(1948-) (1966-)
second cousins
B ' B I
A | B
Amanda Lee Mervin
(1983-)

once removed

Mark and Amanda also have a 2C1R relationship, and their 105 cM DNA match is
slightly below average in size.

Now on to cousin Tim Oakley, whose DNA match with Amanda started all this:

Tim Oakley and AmandaMervin

TO AM 2nd - 3rd Cousin | Unassigned

2% shared DNA: 135 cM across 8 segments

Tim and Amanda share 135 cM of DNA.

Here is the chart showing how Tim and Amanda are related (and if you are
paying attention, you will already know their relationship):



Ray Miller Oalley
(1876-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks
(1873-1954)

l

Thomas Crawford Qakley Allen Miller Qakley
(1909-1960) (1907-2004)
Mary Susan Sullivan siblings Carol Elizabeth Selby
(1908-1943) - (1913-2005)

' 1
David Ray Oakley Ann Elizabeth Oakley
(1040-) (1042
Mary Margaret Kane st cunnis Larry P. Wright
{1940-) (=)
r I
b |
Timothy Kane Oakley | Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin
(1962) (1966-)
second cousing
r ,
]
Amanda Lee Mervin
(1988-)
once removed
e

That’s right - they are 2C1R. And their 135 cM DNA match is slightly above the
average of 122 cM for this relationship.

The next DNA match to consider is my daughter Amy’s DNA match with Amanda:

Amy Oakley and AmandaMervin

2nd - 3rd Cousin | Unassigned
2% shared DNA: 163 cM across 7 segments

AO AM

Amy and Amanda share 163 cM of DNA, and they also are 2C1R:

Ray Miller Oakley
(1376-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks

(1873-1954)

b 2| b
Burks Oakley Allen Miller Oakley
(1898-1969) (1907-2004)
Grace Florence Brorstrim siblinzs Carol Elizabeth Selby
(1916-2000) - (1915-2005)
- I - e
[ k| b
Burks Oakley IT Ann Elizabeth Oakley |
(1949-) (1942-)
Loretta Ann Bowen T B AT Larry P. Wright
(1949) O
"‘ I L h} I
| &
Amy Elizabeth Oakley | Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin
(1981-) (1966-)
second cousins
o i o
]| | B
Amanda Lee Mervin
(1988-)
once removed
ol r




Amy’s DNA match with Amanda (163 cM) is well above average in size. The
range of the size of these 2C1R matches (from Mark at 105 cM to Amy at 163 cM)
is a good example of the random way that autosomal DNA is inherited.

Finally, let me look at Sullivan Oakley’s DNA match with Amanda. Sullivan and
Amanda are third-cousins (3C), as shown in the following relationship chart:

Ray Miller Oakley
(1876-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks
(1873-1934)

|
| |
T

| b |
Thomas Crawford Oakley Allen Miller Oakley
(1900-1969) (1907-2004)
Mary Susan Sullivan siblings Carol Elizabeth Selby
(1908-1993) & (1913-2003)

1 | ! =
g | = | |
Thomas Allison Oakley Ann Elizabeth Oakley

(1932-2022) (19424

Anne McDonald First cousins Larry P. Wright

(1932-2015) @]
x| I 1 I
e b J

Ralph McDonald Oakley Amy Ellender (Wright) Mervin
(1956-) (1966-)

Lisa Smith second cousins

(1956-2020)

o IF A I
— | = oo | =
Sullivan Smith Qakley Amanda Lee Mervin
(1989-) (1988-)
third cousins
™ I 2| I

Based on the Bettinger data from 2020, 3C average 73 cM of shared DNA, with a
range of 0 to 234 cM:

3¢
73
0—234

Sullivan’s DNA match with Amanda is shown on the next page:



Sullivan Oakley's DNA Matches

Allmatches By pareni BEJA By location

Filterby: g Unviewed & Common ancestors Q Search | Sort v
Match name Surname in matches’ trees Birth location in matches’ trees
amandamervin Sumame in matches' trees Birth location in matches’ trees

No matches found.
Sullivan Oakley does not yet have any matches.

Oh my! Sullivan does NOT have a DNA match with Amanda. I guess that thisis a
great example of the variable ways in which autosomal DNA is inherited.

Summary

In this short chapter, I began with my new DNA match with Amanda Mervin.
Amanda is a great-granddaughter of my uncle Allen Miller Oakley (1907-2004)
and his wife Carol Elizabeth Selby (1915-2005). Based on this relationship,
Amanda and I are first-cousins twice-removed (1C2R). Amanda is the first DNA
match that [ have found in the Allen Miller Oakley branch of our family, and that
is really nice to see.

[ also looked at the DNA matches between Amanda and other Oakley family
members who have their DNA on the Ancestry.com website: Hal Oakley, Mark
Eidem, Tim Oakley, Amy Oakley, and Sullivan Oakley. All of these DNA matches
fell within the expected range for their known genealogical relationships. The
one surprise (to me) was that Sullivan Oakley does not have a DNA match with
her third-cousin Amanda Mervin.



