Chapter 89
My Ancestral Lines Back to Robert de Ferrers,
1st Earl of Derby, Lord of Tutbury
[originally written 15 June 2022]
Introduction
I am using the Geni.com website to expand my knowledge of my family tree. A
key feature of this website is its “World Family Tree”. Unlike Ancestry.com,
where everyone has their own complete (or more likely, incomplete) family tree,
Geni.com is having its users collaboratively build just a single family tree. On
Ancestry.com, there can be one thousand or more duplicate entries for the same
person – and often these entries have conflicting information. On Geni.com, there
should only be one entry on the entire website for any given person. Individual
users on Geni.com can add their own ancestral lines until they connect with
people already in the World Family Tree. And then their lines immediately
become part of this enormous family tree. As of mid-June 2022, there are more
than 167 million individuals in the World Family Tree:

https://www.geni.com/worldfamilytree

A number of my ancestral lines in the World Family Tree on Geni.com go back
twenty or thirty generations into the past.
In the past few years, I have used Geni.com to learn about my ancestors from
England, Wales, and Scotland who lived during the Middle Ages. I was amazed to
see that several of them were nobility who owned large castles – for example,
see:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/70-William-de-Tyson-AlnwickCastle.pdf
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/75-LeedsCastle.pdf

In this earlier research, I first identified one of my ancestors in the World Family
Tree on Geni.com, and subsequently learned that he (yes, always a he) owned a
castle. I wondered if I could approach this in the opposite direction – that is, first
find a castle and then see if I had an ancestor who owned it (or at least lived in it).
And that, my dear reader, is how this chapter begins. Read on to see the
circuitous course I took in this chapter, and where I eventually ended up.

I Began by Searching for Famous Scottish Castles
I decided to look at various Scottish castles, pick one, and then see if I could find
someone on Geni.com who lived in that castle the Middle Ages – and then, of
course, see if that person was my direct ancestor. This admittedly is not a very
direct approach, but I figured I would eventually find something interesting.
I used Google to search for “famous scottish castles” (no quotes). One of the top
search results was entitled “14 Best Castles in Scotland To Visit”:

I went to that site:

Number eight on the list of castles was Castle Tioram:

I then used Google to search the Geni.com website for any mention of Castle
Tioram, hoping to find someone who lived in that castle in the Middle Ages. Well,
one of the hits was for a woman named Florence MacDonald, of Ardnamurchan
(1455-1510):

I went to this woman’s profile on the Geni.com website and looked to see if we
were related:

Oh darn! Florence MacDonald was my thirteenth-great grandfather’s wife’s third
cousin once removed’s wife. So she is very far removed from being one of my
direct ancestors.
Sir John Dixon, Knight
But hey, I guess I should turn lemons into lemonade, so to speak. The chart
shown above shows my direct line (in blue text) back to Sir John Dixon, Knight.
After that, everyone else is a relative by marriage (in red text). I decided to look
at just my line back to Sir John Dixon:

Here is the profile for Sir John Dixon from Geni.com:

Wow, he lived to be 89 or 90 years old – he had a really long life, especially for
the Middle Ages.
The text on his profile on Geni.com included:
Dickson or, as is common in England, “Dixon”, is a patronymic surname,
traditionally Scottish and thought to have originated upon the birth of the
son of Richard Keith, son of Hervey de Keith, Earl Marischal of Scotland,
and Margaret, daughter of the 3rd Lord of Douglas. Nisbet in his Heraldry
(Edinburgh 1722) says ‘The Dicksons are descendants from Richard Keith,
said to be a son of the family of Keith, Earls Marischals of Scotland’ and in
proof thereof carry the chief of Keith Marischal. This Richard was
commonly called Dick and the ‘son’ was styled after him. The affix of son in
the Lowlands answering the prefix Mac in the Highlands. As a result, Clan
Dickson is considered a sept of Clan Keith. Richard Keith’s son, Thomas,
took the surname “Dickson,” meaning “Dick’s son” or “Richard’s son.”
Thomas Dickson (1247–1307) himself has quite a history. He was
associated in some way with William Wallace, and was killed by the English
in 1307 in battle. Tradition states he was slashed across the abdomen but
continued fight holding the abdominal wound closed with one hand until
he finally dropped dead. He is buried in the churchyard of St Brides,
Douglas, and his marker shows him with a sword in one hand holding his
belly with the other. Robert the Bruce made him Castellan of Castle
Douglas the year before he was killed.
The Dicksons/Dixons (and 30 other derivates) family name was first found
in Scotland whilst the Dixons in England who are of Scottish descent from
Thomas Dickson living in 1268 are of the same origin as the Scottish
Dicksons.
Interesting, but nothing earth shattering here. I next wondered who the
immigrant was on my line back to Sir John Dixon.
William Preston Sr.
I went through the ancestral line on the previous page and found that the
immigrant was William Preston, Sr. (1590-1649):

It appears that he settled in New Haven, Connecticut, shortly after immigrating to
America.
Here is just the line from me back to the immigrant William Preston Sr.:

I note that this line goes back through Aaron Burr Oakley, Lucy Ann Eunice
Darling, Lucy Lyon, and Joseph Oliver Lyon. These people all lived in southcentral Connecticut, so that certainly connects with William Preston Sr. settling in
New Haven, Connecticut.
The profile for William Preston Sr. on the Geni.com website has:
William came in 1635 on the Truelove, the latest of seventeen ships from
London to Boston that year, aged 44, with wife Mary, 34, and four children
Elizabeth 11, Sarah 8, Mary 6, and John 3. He settled in Dorchester, and
removed to New Haven in season to be among first subscribers of the
compact, 1639. He probably died not long after date of his will, 9 July
1647. He owned an estate in Giggleswick, Yorkshire, England, in the most
western part of the West Riding.
So we know that William Preston Sr. came to America from England on the ship
Truelove in 1635, and that he was a signer of the “Fundamental Agreement of the
New Haven Colony” – see:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fundamental_Agreement_of_the_New_Haven_Colony

The New Haven Colony was a small English colony in North America from 1637
to 1664, primarily in what is now the state of Connecticut. The history of the
colony was a series of disappointments and failures. The land and towns of the
New Haven Colony were eventually taken over by the much more successful
Connecticut Colony.
It appears that William Preston Sr. was buried in the cemetery of the Center
Church on the Green in New Haven, Connecticut, not that far from the presentday Yale University:

I Already Knew About William Preston Sr.
It turns out that I already had William Preston Sr. in my family tree on the
Ancestry.com website. Here is my pedigree back to Lucy Ann Eunice Darling
(second from the top at the far right):

Here is Lucy’s pedigree chart:

The relevant line goes back to Peter Mallory Jr. at the far right.
Finally, here is Peter Mallory Jr.’s pedigree, connecting back to his maternal
grandfather, William Preston Sr.:

So finding William Preston Sr. in the World Family Tree on Geni.com was nice,
since it was in agreement with my family tree on Ancestry.com, but unfortunately
it didn’t really provide much new information.
William Preston Sr.’s Ancestors
I decided to go back on William’s pedigree and see if he had any interesting
ancestors, since (obviously) his ancestors are my ancestors. I had no idea how
many more generations of his ancestors were in the World Family Tree.
Here is the first part of the pedigree for William Preston Sr.:

Well, his paternal line at the top of this pedigree chart is pretty much a bust, so I
focused on his maternal line in the lower half of the chart. After several aborted
attempts, I decided to go with William Sandys (in the red box at the far right).
The number 14 in the green box at the right of William Sandys indicates that he
has 14 ancestors on the next page. And here is a chart with those 14 ancestors
(really just 12, since I deleted several of his mother’s ancestors from this chart):

Again, after some trial and error, I followed the line back from Sir John de Bohn
II, Lord of Midhurst (in the red box at the far right of the pedigree chart on the
previous page).
Here now is the pedigree chart for Sir John de Bohn II:

Oh my! Note that at the right of this chart, three of the four green boxes have the
number 30, meaning that ALL the ancestors of these individuals are known for
another four generations! It looks like I have hit the jackpot with this one! I
decided to follow the line back from Lady Sibyl de Ferrers:

There is a lot of nobility in this chart, for sure. As an aside, the only way that
these individuals from the early Middle Ages are known is that they were
nobility; I’m sure that the common people of the day didn’t leave any lasting
records of their lives.
I followed the ancestral line from Lady Sibyl de Ferrers to Sir Robert de Ferrers,
2nd Earl of Derby (he is in the upper-right of the pedigree chart shown above).
Here is the pedigree chart for Sir Robert de Ferrers, 2nd Earl of Derby:

It looks like I could keep going for many more generations – but I guess this is
enough for now. For some reason, I decided to stop with Robert de Ferrers, 1st
Earl of Derby, Lord of Tutbury (indicated by the red arrow in the upper left of the
chart). I know that he is my ancestor because I followed an ancestral line from
William Preston Sr. (my 8th-great grandfather) back to Robert de Ferrers.
Robert de Ferrers, 1st Earl of Derby, Lord of Tutbury
I hadn’t kept track of the number of generations in my ancestral line back to
Robert de Ferrers, so I looked at my “shortest blood relationship” with Robert de
Ferrers on Geni.com:

On this line, Robert was my 24th-great grandfather. But wait! This line goes
through my paternal grandmother, Kate Cameron Burks. The line I had been
following went back through my Oakley ancestors in Connecticut to William
Preston Sr., and then back to Robert de Ferrers. This line through Kate Cameron
Burks is a completely different line. I have seen this a number of times before,
where I have multiple lines back to the same English ancestor. For example, I
have at least twelve lines back to King Edward I of England – see:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/50-MyLines-to-KingEdward.pdf

Since the earlier line I followed went back through Ray Miller Oakley (Kate’s
husband), I decided to look at Ray’s “shortest blood line” back to Robert de
Ferrers. Here is Ray’s ancestral line back to Robert de Ferrers:

Oh no! While this line goes back through Lucy Lyon and Joseph Oliver Lyon, it is
NOT the line going back through William Preston Sr. – this is yet another distinct
line. On this line, Ray was Robert de Ferrers’ 23rd-great grandson, meaning that I
would be Robert’s 25th-great grandson (and he would be my 25th-great
grandfather)
As an aside, this is yet another way that Ray and Kate were distant cousins – they
both were descended from Robert de Ferrers.

What about the ancestral line that does go back through William Preston Sr.? I
decided to look at my line back to William Preston Sr., and then his line back to
Robert de Ferrers. Here are these two lines put into a single line through the
magic of “cut and paste”:

Yes, this is indeed the line that I followed through the various pedigrees to go
from William Preston Sr. to Robert de Ferrers. I note that this line goes through
Joseph Oliver Lyon’s mother Abigail Mallory, while Ray Oakley’s line (on the
previous page) goes through Joseph Oliver Lyon’s father, Nathan Lyon. So once
again we have a case where Nathan and his wife Abigail were distant cousins
going back to Robert de Ferrers.
I’ll come back later in this chapter to see if I have other lines back to Robert de
Ferrers. Let me now present some biographical information about Robert de
Ferrers. Here is his profile from Geni.com:

Robert was the son of Sir Henry de Ferrières, who was born in Normandy,
France, and died in Castle Tutbury, Staffordshire, England:

Castle Tutbury – maybe I finally have my castle for this chapter! Read on!
I next looked at the Wikipedia entry for Robert de Ferrers:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_de_Ferrers,_1st_Earl_of_Derby

Robert de Ferrers, 1st Earl of Derby (c. 1068 – 1139) was born in
Derbyshire, England, a younger son of Henry de Ferrières and his wife
Bertha (perhaps l’Aigle). His father, born in Ferrières, Normandy, France
accompanied William the Conqueror during his invasion of England. The
family was rewarded with a grant of Tutbury Castle in Staffordshire and
114 manors in Derbyshire.
Robert’s elder brother William’s main interests were in France. He joined
Robert Curthose and was captured at Tinchebray. His other brother
Engenulf died shortly after his father and so Robert succeeded to the
estates in 1088.
From the beginning, he gave great support to Henry I. As part of his tenure
of Duffield Frith in 1129-30, he is on record as having interests in lead
mines at Wirksworth. At about this time he granted the church of
Potterspury, Northamptonshire, to Bernard the Scribe.
It is, however, during his last years that he is most in evidence as a leading
supporter of King Stephen. He took a large body of Derbyshire men
northwards to assist in repelling an invasion of the Scots under King David
I of Scotland, nominally on the behalf of Matilda. Little actual fighting took
place, but Thurstan, Archbishop of York, won the Battle of the Standard on
Stephen’s behalf, fought near Northallerton, on 22 August 1138.
Robert was mainly instrumental in securing the victory for his Sovereign,
who for this and other important services created him Earl of Derby,

although charters and chronicles during this period refer to him
interchangeably as Earl of Ferrers, Earl of Nottingham or Earl of Derby.
He died in the following year (1139) and was succeeded in his earldom by
his second but eldest surviving son Robert de Ferrers, 2nd Earl of Derby,
often known as Robert de Ferrers the Younger.
OK! I finally found an ancestor owning a castle in the Middle Ages – actually,
shortly after the Norman Conquest. And Henry de Ferrières (Robert’s father, and
my 26th-great grandfather) went from Normandy to England with William the
Conqueror. Amazing!
Tutbury Castle
It turns out that Tutbury Castle has a Wikipedia entry:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutbury_Castle

Tutbury Castle is a largely ruined medieval castle at Tutbury, Staffordshire,
England, in the ownership of the Duchy of Lancaster. It is a Scheduled
Ancient Monument. People who have stayed in the castle include Eleanor
of Aquitaine and Mary, Queen of Scots, who was a prisoner there several
different times.
[Read the Wikipedia article for more.]

North Tower of Tutbury Castle, from the Wikipedia entry.

Plate 1.39 of Vetusta Monumenta depicts Tutbury Castle as it appeared in the sixteenth
century. Engraving by George Vertue.

Here is a Google Map showing the location of Tutbury Castle, northeast of
Birmingham:

Today, Tutbury Castle is open for tours and for hosting events. Its website is:
https://tutburycastle.com/

I’ll let the reader look at this website for additional details.
Additional Lines Back to Robert de Ferrers, 1st Earl of Derby
It looks like Robert de Ferrers is going to be the star of this chapter. Recall that I
began with a line back to Robert de Ferrers through the immigrant William
Preston Sr.:

I’ll call this “Line 1”. This isn’t the “shortest blood line”, so I had to cut and paste
to create this chart.
I then found a different ancestral line through my paternal grandfather Ray
Miller Oakley:

I’ll call this “Line 2”.
Here is a totally different line through Ray’s wife, Kate Cameron Burks:

I’ll call this “Line 3”.
Kate’s line went through her mother, Mary Jane Crawford, so I next looked at
Kath’s father, James Alfred Burks. Sure enough, he also was descended from
Robert de Ferrers:

I’ll call this “Line 4”.
Ray’s line went through Aaron Burr Oakley, so I next looked at Aaron’s wife,
Hannah Mariah Miller. You guessed it -- she also is descended from Robert de
Ferrers:

I’ll call this “Line 5”.
Lines 1 and 2 went through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, so I next looked at her
husband, Amzi Oakley. I wasn’t all that surprised to see a line from Amzi back to
Robert de Ferrers, and this line goes through the Burr family:

I’ll call this “Line 6”.
At this point, I have identified six ancestral lines back to Robert de Ferrers, First
Earl of Derby, Lord of Tutbury. The following chart shows my paternal pedigree
going back to my 2nd-great grandparents:

I have ancestral lines going back to Robert de Ferrers through five of my 2ndgreat grandparents. It is clear to me from this chart that my paternal
grandparents and BOTH sets of my paternal great-grandparents were all
descended from Robert de Ferrers.
Lines 1 and 2 go through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling. Here is Lucy’s pedigree chart,
showing Lines 1 and 2 through her 2nd-great grandparents (Peter Mallory II and
Richard Lyon, respectively):

Although I haven’t explicitly shown Lines 1 and 2 in this chart, you (the reader)
should be able to figure out that Line 1 goes from Peter Mallory II to his 2nd-great
granddaughter, Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, while Line 2 goes from Richard Lyon to
his 2nd-great granddaughter, Lucy Darling.
I next looked at Lucy’s father, Samuel Darling, and it turns out that he also was
descended from Robert de Ferrers – here is his line:

I’ll call this “Line 7”.
Moving on through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling’s pedigree, I next looked at Lois
Sanford, and here is her line back to Robert de Ferrers:

I’ll call this “Line 8”.
Next is Elizabeth Trowbridge, and here is her line back to Robert de Ferrers:

I’ll call this “Line 9”.
Overall, looking at Lucy Ann Eunice Darling’s pedigree chart back to her 2nd-great
grandparents, I added three more lines to Lines 1 and 2 – those were Lines 7, 8,
and 9. These five lines are shown in the following pedigree chart:

Again, you should be able to follow the lines from Lucy’s 2nd-great grandparents
at the right to Lucy at the left.
Now let me go back to Elmony Lester. Recall that Line 3 went back through
Elmony Lester and her 2nd-great grandfather, John West (the Tavern Owner):

I didn’t find a line through Abner Lester.
Since Line 3 went through Isaac West Sr., I next looked at Rosanna Lewis. No
line.
Next is Jane Owen. And there I found another line:

I’ll call this “Line 10”. Since Jane Owen was descended from Welsh Quakers, it
isn’t surprising to see all the Welsh names in this ancestral line.
The next person I got to in Elmony Lester’s pedigree was Hannah Maris:

I’ll call this “Line 11”.
Here is a summary of the lines that go through Elmony Lester:

In addition to the original line (#3) that I found going back to Robert de Ferrers
through John West the Tavern Owner, I added Lines 10 and 11, going back
through John Owen and Hannah Maris, respectively.
Now where was Line 4? It went back through Amy Griffey and her 2nd-great
grandfather, Capt. Joseph Collins II:

Believe it or not, I didn’t find any additional lines back to Robert de Ferrers in
this part of my family tree.
Now I’ll move on to Line 5, which went back through Ezra Marvin Miller and his
2nd-great grandmother, Hannah Humphrey:

Since Line 5 went through Allen Miller, I next looked at Hannah Tripp.

I’ll call this “Line 12”.
Next in Ezra Marvin Miller’s pedigree chart is Rev. Jonathan Allen Miller III.

I’ll call this “Line 13”.
Next is Anna Mosher – no blood relationship.
Next is Jonathan Allen Miller II:

I’ll call this “Line 14”.

Next is Anna Case:

I’ll call this “Line 15”.
Next is Sarah White – phew! No new line through Sarah White.
Next is Sarah Ann Allen:

I’ll call this “Line 16”.
Moving on through Ezra Marvin Miller’s pedigree, the next line goes through
Sarah Woodford:

I’ll call this “Line 17”.
Next is Deacon Joseph Case Jr.:

I’ll call this “Line 18”.
Finally, I got to Abigail Barber:

I’ll call this “Line 19”. I note that this is the longest ancestral line going from me
back to Robert de Ferrers. Abigail Barber was my 6th-great grandmother, and
Robert de Ferrers was her 23rd-great grandfather. Based on my math, this means
that Robert de Ferrers was my 31st-great grandfather on this line. Recall that on
the “shortest blood line” (Line 3, through Elmony Lester and John West the
Tavern Owner), Robert de Ferrers was my 24th-great grandfather.
Here is Ezra Marvin Miller’s pedigree chart through his eight 2nd-great
grandparents:

In addition to the original Line 5 that went from Ezra Marvin Miller to Robert de
Ferrers through Ezra’s 2nd-great grandmother Hannah Humphrey, I found Lines
12-19, which go back through eight more of Ezra’s 2nd-great grandparents. I find
it amazing to see that all eight of Ezra’s 2nd-great grandparents on his father’s
side of the family were descended from Robert de Ferrers.
For completeness, I looked at Line 6, which went through Amzi Oakley and his
2nd-great grandfather Lt. Daniel Burr:

Fortunately, I did not find any additional lines going from Amzi Oakley back to
Robert de Ferrers.

Overall, I found nineteen distinct lines that connect me back to Robert de Ferrers.
In interest of full disclosure, Lines 14 and 16 are nearly identical. Let me explain.
The following chart shows the pedigree of Jonathan Allen Miller II:

Note that his great-grandparents Samuel Allen and Hannah Woodford appear
twice in this chart – they are shown in the red boxes at the right of the chart.
Two of their children were Sarah Ann Allen (1668-1748) and Deacon Samuel
Allen Jr. – they are shown in the blue boxes in the middle of the chart. Sarah’s
son Capt. Jonathan Miller I married Deacon Samuel Allen Jr.’s daughter Sarah Ann
Allen (1701-1772). Yes, this is a case of first-cousins marrying.
Hannah Woodford was descended from Robert de Ferrers. My Line 14 goes
through Capt. Jonathan Miller I and my Line 16 goes through his wife (and firstcousin) Sarah Ann Allen (1701-1772). I’ll let the reader decide if these really are
two separate lines…..
As an aside, there are two woman named Sarah Ann Allen in the chart shown
above. Capt. Jonathan Miller I was married to Sarah Ann Allen (1701-1772) and
his mother was also named Sarah Ann Allen (1668-1748). The first one is my 6thgreat grandmother:

and the second one is my 7th-great grandmother:

Really confusing!
All nineteen lines are shown on the following pages:

Michael Stangel, General Manager of Geni.com
I guess if you go back far enough, everyone is related. For example, the General
Manager of Geni.com is Michael Stangel, and he was one of my students in the
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign. Just for fun, I looked to see if he is descended from Robert
de Ferrers – and of course, he is!!

And I just checked – Presidents Gerald R. Ford and Richard M. Nixon were both
descended from Robert de Ferrers. Oh my!
Interesting History of Tutbury Castle
In reading about Tutbury Castle, which was owned first by Robert de Ferrers’
father Henry de Ferrers, and then by Robert himself, I came across an online
article entitled (appropriately enough) “History of Tutbury Castle”. Here is an
excerpt:
https://thefreelancehistorywriter.com/2015/06/26/the-history-of-tutbury-castle/

Recent excavation at Tutbury has unearthed items from the Stone Age and
it may have been a residence of the Saxon kings of Mercia. It is easy to see
why the site has been inhabited for many eons. The castle sits high up on a
slope that overlooks the River Dove which winds slowly by. From the top
of the slope there are splendid views of the Dove plain stretching out to the
Derbyshire hills. The site is in a superb defensive position.
Shortly after William of Normandy conquered England at the Battle of
Hastings in 1066, Tutbury was granted to Hugh d’Avranches. Hugh was a
councilor to William and his father had funded sixty ships for the
expedition to England. A motte and bailey castle were constructed
sometime between 1068-9 on the site. In 1071, the title of Earl of Chester
became vacant and William bestowed it on Hugh. Upon his promotion,
Tutbury and the surrounding territory were granted to one of William’s
Anglo-Norman knights, Henry de Ferrers, who had fought at Hastings.

There is a listing in the Domesday Book of 1086 for Tutbury Castle and the
borough.
Henry was one of the most powerful of William’s magnates and an able
administrator in Staffordshire and Derbyshire. Henry, along with his wife
Bertha, founded Tutbury priory along with two manors. In the early
twelfth century, the wooden tower on the motte was replaced by a stone
keep. From 1114-1146, the castle was the chief residence of Robert
Ferrers, third son of Henry. In 1138, Robert participated in the Battle of
the Standard during which English forces repelled an attack by David I,
King of Scots. As a reward, Robert was made 1st Earl of Derby.
In 1153, during the civil war called the “Anarchy” between the Empress
Matilda and King Stephen, Tutbury was besieged by Matilda’s son Henry of
Anjou who later became King Henry II. The castle is described as being
highly fortified and impregnable. By the 1170’s, the Ferrers family was in
conflict with King Henry II and supported his son Henry the Young King in
his rebellion against his father. Tutbury Castle was besieged by Rhys ap
Gruffydd, Prince of Debeubarth, on behalf of King Henry. William Ferrers
eventually settled with the king, but Henry ordered the castle be destroyed.
Hmmm…. The last part of this mentioned Rhys ap Gruffydd, Prince of
Debeubarth. This name looks vaguely familiar, based on my earlier writing about
my Welsh ancestors:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/61-MyWelshAncestorsPart1.pdf
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/73-Hywel-Dda-ap-Cadell.pdf

You don’t think that I could be descended from Rhys ap Gruffydd, Prince of
Debeubarth, do you?

Do you??

You better go on to the next page…..

Well, of course I am descended from Rhys ap Gruffydd, Prince of Debeubarth – he
was my 22nd-great grandfather:

One Last Point
I just looked at a publication from the journal Nature – entitled “Strangers are
just relatives you haven't met yet”. See:
https://www.nature.com/articles/news990311-2

Genealogies pose an apparent paradox. Each of us is the offspring of two
parents, who likewise both had a biological mother and father. This means
we have two parents, four grandparents, eight great-grandparents and so
on. In other words, our ancestors increase exponentially the further back
we look. About 20 generations (about 400 years) ago, we each have about
a million ancestors - and after that the numbers start to get even sillier.
Forty generations ago (800 years) gives us one trillion ancestors, and fifty
gives one quadrillion. This is not only many, many more people than live
on the planet today - it is many more than have ever lived.
So what’s wrong with this calculation? Simple: the genealogy will
inevitably contain some people more than once.
And my nineteen different lines back to Robert de Ferrers is a great example of
this!
Summary
In this long and rambling chapter, I began by looking on Geni.com for an ancestor
who owned a Scottish castle. That search led me to Sir John Dixon, Knight, who
was my 13th-great grandfather, but was neither Scottish nor the owner of a castle.
In turn, this led me to William Preston Sr., my 8th-great grandfather, who
immigrated from England to America in 1635, eventually settling in New Haven,
Connecticut.
I followed an ancestral line back from William Preston Sr. to Robert de Ferrers,
1st Earl of Derby, whose father fought alongside William the Conqueror at the

Battle of Hastings. And Robert de Ferrers owned a castle – Tutbury Castle in
Staffordshire, England. So I got my castle after all!
As I started to look at Robert de Ferrers, I learned that I had at least nineteen
separate ancestral lines going back to this man. On these lines, he was anywhere
from my 24th-great grandfather to my 31st-great grandfather.
The husband and wife in many couples in my ancestral lines back to Robert de
Ferrers were both descended from this man, making them distant cousins. This
includes my paternal grandparents and both set of their parents.

