
 
 

Chapter 85 
 

My Ancestral Lines to Welsh Kings 
 

[Originally written on 12 September 2021] 
 
 
Introduction 
 
I recently wrote about my ancestral lines going back to Scottish kings in the 
Middle Ages – see: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/83-LordWilliamMoray.pdf 
 
Earlier, I wrote about my ancestral lines going back to Hywel Dda ap Cadell, King 
of the Britons.  He was a Welsh king who was my 28th-great grandfather: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/73-Hywel-Dda-ap-Cadell.pdf 
 
I wondered if there were additional Welsh kings in my ancestry.  While I have 
neither the time nor the ability to research my ancestral lines going back twenty 
or more generations, I am fortunate to be able to connect my family tree to the 
“World Family Tree” on the Geni.com website.  As of early September 2021, there 
are almost 160 million people in this tree – see: 
 

https://www.geni.com/worldfamilytree 
 
So I Googled “gen.com king of wales” (no quotes) – and this turned up a number 
of people from the Middle Ages who indeed had titles such as “King of Wales”: 
 

 
 
I went through this list to see if I was descended from any of them – and that is 
what this chapter is about. 
 



Welsh Kings on the Geni.com Website 
 
 
 
Gruffydd ap Llewelyn, King of Wales (dates): 
 

 
 
This line back to Gruffydd ap Llewelyn goes through my paternal grandmother, 
Kate Cameron Burks.  As an aside, recall that “ap” in Welsh means “son of”. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gruffydd_ap_Llywelyn 
 
https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/Wales-Mercia-Harold-
the-road-to-1066/ 
 
Also good photos of him from the Google search on the kings. 
 
 
 
Owain Gwynedd ap Gruffydd, King of Gwynedd: 
 

 
 
This line goes back through my paternal grandfather, Ray Miller Oakley.  On this 
line, Owain was my 22nd-great grandfather. 
 
Hywel Dda ap Cadell, King of the Britons.  He was the focus of Ch. 73: 
 



 
 
This is identical to the previous line back to Madog ap Maredudd, King of Powys, 
and then the line to Hywel goes through Madog’s father, while the line to Owain 
goes through his mother. 
 
Llewelyn Fawr ab lorwerth, Prince of Gwynedd 
 

 
 
This is another line that goes back through the Burks side of my family.  Show the 
similarity with the first Burks line. 
 
Rhodri the Great, King of the Britons 
 



 
 
This is another Oakley line back through Madog ap Maredudd, King of Powys. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhodri_the_Great 
 
 
Cunedda Wledig, King of Gwynedd: 
 

 
 
Wow, this one goes a long way back – he was my 42nd-great grandfather.  Need 
dates.  Amazing to see these Welsh names! 
 
Three more not shown in the Google search screenshot: 
 
Bleddyn ap Cynfyn, King of Powys – Geni 
 



 
 
 
 
Madog ap Maredudd, King of Powys (c.1095 - 1160) – Geni 
 

 
 
Cadwgan ap Bleddyn, King of Powys 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dafydd ap Gruffydd, Last Independent Prince of Wales – Geni 
 



 
 
Finally – not a direct ancestor – he was just an uncle – I am descended from his 
sister. 
 
 
Lots of pictures of these kings in the Google search: 
 
 
So this is pretty amazing – all these Welsh kings in my ancestry. 
 
In seeing the results of this first Google search, I learned that several of my 
ancestors were listed as “King of Powys”.  So I next did a Google search: 
 

 
 



This gave me some additional Welsh to examine on Geni.com – were any of them 
my ancestors?  Well, I recognize Madog ap Maredudd and Bleddyn ap Cynfyn.  So 
let’s look at the others: 
 
King of Powys Eiludd ap Cynan 
 

 
 
This line goes back through Madog ap Maredudd. 
 
 
Selyf I ap Brochwel I, King of Powys (c.850 - d.) 
 

 
 
Maredudd ap Bleddyn, Brenin of Powys: 
 



 
 
 
 
Noe ap Madog, King of Powys 
 

 
 
Cyngen Glodrydd ap Maun, King of Powys (c.475 - c.547)  



 
 
Note the in-law relationship – through Lucy Lyon’s husband.  But I don’t think 
that this part of the tree on Geni.com is correct – and it doesn’t have the 
husband’s name. 
 
 
I also saw a number of King of Gwynedd, so I did a Google search for that: 
 



 
 
This turned up some additional possibilities. 
 
Owain Gwynedd ap Gruffydd – already did him 
 
Cadwallon ap Cadfan, Brenin Gwynedd 
 

 



 
Cynan Dyndaethwy ap Rhodri Molwynog, King of Gwynedd 
 

 
 
Iago ap Beli, King of Gwynedd – Geni 
 

 
 
 
Idwal the Roebuck, King of Gwynedd 
 



 
 
 
Cunedda Wledig, King of Gwynedd – already covered him 
 
Cadfan ab Iago, King of Gwynedd 
 

 
 
 
 
Rhodri Molwynog ap Idwal Ywrch, King of Gwynedd ... – Geni 
 



 
 
Maelgwyn ap Cadwallon, Brenin Gwynedd (c.480 - 547) – Geni 
 

 
 
 
Rhun Hir ap Maelgwn, Brenin Gwynedd (c.505 - c.586) 
 
 

 
 
OK, end with another uncle relationship. 
 
 



My Ancestral Lines to Madog ap Maredudd, King of Powys 
 

 
 
I next looked at Kate Cameron Burks: 
 

 
 
Hannah Mariah Miller: 
 

 
 
 
Amy Griffey: 
 



 
 
Jane Kershaw Wells: 
 

 
 
 
Mary Jane Crawford: 
 

 
 
Lois Sanford: 
 



 
 
 
Rebecca Gregory: 
 

 
 
Edward Jessup: 
 

 
 
 
Hannah Maris: 
 



 
 
Note that she was from a Welsh background – also a line to her husband. 
 
John West the Tavern Owner: 
 

 
 
Sarah Pearson: 
 

 
 
Priscilla Elizabeth Brooks: 
 
 



 
 
Elizabeth Trowbridge: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix 
 
Mike Stangel: 
 

 
 


