Chapter 79B
A Continuation of Chapter 79…
[originally written 11 June 2021]
Introduction
After I finished writing Chapter 79 about my new DNA match with Julie Freeman,
I saved it as a PDF and uploaded that file to my website; I then shared the link
with a number of relatives:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/79-JulieFreeman.pdf

Then I re-read the narrative, and I realized that I didn’t go into sufficient detail on
several topics. So this short chapter is really a continuation of Chapter 79, and I
assume that the readers of this chapter will have read that chapter before
tackling this narrative.
Florence Monahan Messina
One of my Shared DNA Matches with Julie Freeman was with a woman named
Florence Monahan:

In researching Chapter 79, I learned that Florence’s mother was Jeanette Louise
Banks (1924-2003), and I was able to trace her ancestral line back through
several generations of the Banks family to Sarah Oakley, who was married to
Alba Oyster Banks. Of course, Sarah Oakley was a daughter of Amzi Oakley and
his wife Lucy Ann Eunice Darling. This path back to the Oakley-Darling couple
certainly could account for our shared DNA match.
I was somewhat surprised when I went back and looked at Florence’s pedigree:

Florence’s father was Anthony Joseph Messina (1918-2007). I conclude that
Florence Monahan is her married name, and her maiden name was Florence
Messina. From now on, I’ll refer to her Florence Messina.
Using Florence’s line back to Amzi Oakley, I was able to construct a relationship
chart showing how Florence and I are related:

Of course, the relationship chart going back to Lucy Ann Eunice Darling would
look the same.

Florence Messina doesn’t appear in my ThruLines™ for Amzi Oakley since her
DNA profile is not linked to her entry in her family tree. One or two clicks and
she would make life so much easier for her DNA relatives. Oh well…
I next looked at my Shared DNA Matches with Florence Monahan – here is one of
them:

Florence Monahan and I both have a DNA match with Timothy Messina.
No – strike that! She is Florence Messina:

Unfortunately, Timothy Messina doesn’t have a family tree on Ancestry.com.
Perhaps he is Florence’s brother or nephew. At any rate, I’m sure that he has to
have a line back to Amzi Oakley and Lucy Darling.
I went on to look at my shared DNA matches with Timothy Messina:

OMG! Timothy has a DNA match with Mark Eidem! One big happy family
connected by DNA.
I went on to look at Mark’s DNA match with Timothy Messina. Specifically, I
looked at their Shared DNA Matches:

In addition to a shared match with me, they both have a DNA match with a man
having the username of lesliebryan33. Based on his limited family tree, his last
name has to be Bryan. I noted in the screenshot shown above that Mark and
lesliebryan33 have a common ancestor. Who could it be? On the Oakley line?
On the Darling line?
Go on to the next page….

The suspense is killing me…..

OMG! It was the Oakley line! Their common ancestors were Jeremiah Oakley
(1730-1820) and his wife Sarah Burr (1735-1807). This couple were Mark’s
fifth-great grandparents. Of course, Sarah Burr was a first-cousin of Aaron Burr,
the third Vice President of the United States.
Here is a chart showing how Mark and Leslie are related:

This DNA match is quite amazing – it goes a long way back into the past. Mark
and Leslie are sixth-cousins, and they share 31 cM of DNA on three segments.
In 2020, the noted genetic genealogist Blaine T. Bettinger published the results of
his research, which showed the amount of DNA shared between two people with
a known genealogical relationship. These results are shown in the following
chart:

Sixth-cousins (6C) average 18 cM, with a range of 0-71 cM. So the DNA match
between Mark and Leslie (31 cM) is much larger than normal.
And Jeremiah Oakley and Sarah Burr were Amzi Oakley’s grandparents. Quite an
interesting match!
Returning to Amzi Oakley and his wife Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, who were the
focus of Chapter 79, I decided to look at Mark’s ThruLines™ for this couple –
something I neglected to do when I wrote that chapter.
Here is Mark’s ThruLines™ for Amzi (although the ThruLines™ for Lucy looks the
same as this one):

Mark has four DNA matches that go through Amzi’s daughter Anne (Annie)
Oakley.
Two of these matches are on the Struck line and connect back through Josephine
(or Josophine) Banks (married name Struck):

Again, these lines are well known to us. The other two DNA matches connect
back through Josephine’s brother Joseph Banks (1871-1940):

This line includes Karan Rowser, who was discussed in Chapter 79. But it also
includes a new DNA match with Christine Stickley. I don’t believe that I have
seen this line previously.
I looked at the match between Mark and Christine Stickley. Of course, their
common ancestors are Amzi Oakley and his wife Lucy Darling:

Here is the chart showing how Mark and Christine are related:

Mark is a fourth-cousin of Christine’s mother. This means that Mark and
Christine are fourth-cousins once-removed.
Of course, I had to look at Mark’s Shared DNA Matches with Christine:

Mark and Christine both have DNA matches with Karan Rowser and Ed Struck –
not surprising given what I wrote about in Chapter 79. And they both have a
DNA match with Timothy Messina – again not surprising given what we know
about Florence Messina’s line back to Amzi Oakley and his wife Lucy Darling.
The fourth person on the list of Shared DNA Matches is a woman having the
username E.O. – and the listing shown above indicates that she and Mark have a
common ancestor. What a surprise when I looked at this:

Mark and E.O. are both descended from Jeremiah Oakley (1730-1820) and his
wife Sarah Burr (1735-1807). Really nice to see this!

I’ve written enough in this continuation of Chapter 79, so I’ll just have to leave
E.O. for another time.
Summary
In this narrative, I provided more details about some of our Oakley family DNA
matches with descendants of Amzi Oakley (1799-1853) and his wife Lucy Ann
Eunice Darling (1804-1884).
I first discussed Florence Messina, who is descended from the Oakley-Darling
couple through their daughter Sarah Oakley. I then found that Florence and I
both have DNA matches with Timothy Messina, who may be her brother or
nephew (no way to tell without a family tree).
It turns out that my cousin Mark Eidem also has a DNA match with Timothy
Messina. And to keep the connection wheel turning (so to speak), Mark and
Timothy both have DNA matches with Leslie Bryan (lesliebryan33). And Leslie
is descended from Jeremiah Oakley (1730-1820) and Sarah Burr (1735-1807).
When I looked at Mark’s ThruLines™ for Amzi Oakley, I learned that he has a new
DNA match with Christine Stickley. Finally, Mark and Christine have a Shared
DNA Match with a woman having the username of E.O., and the ancestors that
she and Mark have in common are Jeremiah Oakley and Sarah Burr.
The DNA matches described in this chapter once again provide strong support
for the genealogical record.

