Chapter 78
Karen Turnbell – A Burks Relative
[originally written 25 April 2021]
Introduction
I am using DNA on the Ancestry.com website to confirm and to extend my family
tree. Several times each week, I look to see if I have any new DNA matches on
this site; however, I’m really only interested in those matches where the software
on the website is able to identify an ancestor (or ancestors) that a DNA match
and I have in common. I typically get more than one hundred new DNA matches
each week, but only once every few weeks do I get one showing a common
ancestor. This is due to the fact that many of my DNA matches don’t have family
trees or their trees are not linked to their DNA profiles. So many people use the
Ancestry.com website to learn about their “ethnicity” and are not at all interested
in building a family tree or contacting their DNA matches. Frustrating!
New DNA Match with Karen Turnbell
In April 2021, I filtered my DNA matches on Ancestry.com to show only those
matches with a common ancestor, and then sorted those results by date. In
looking at this list, I found that I had a new DNA match with a woman named
Karen Turnbell (the little blue dot indicates that I had not previously viewed this
match):

Karen and I share 31 cM of DNA and based solely on the size of this match, we
could be as close as fourth-cousins.
I then looked to see who our common ancestor was (or perhaps, who our
common ancestors were):

Karen and I both are descended from William Burks (1740-1830) and his wife
Elizabeth Eliza Cade (1745-1789). This couple were my third-great
grandparents.
I went on to view a chart showing how Karen and I are related. This chart was
constructed automatically by software on the Ancestry.com website:

I am descended from William Burks through his son Levi Burks (1781-1854),
while Karen is descended from William Burks through his son Allen James Burks
(1771-1864). Based on this relationship chart, I was a fourth-cousin of Karen’s
paternal grandfather William H. Lewis (1904-1986). This means that Karen is
my fourth-cousin twice-removed (4C2R).
Note that in the relationship chart on the previous page, Allen James Burks and
his son George Townsend Burks (1799-1870) appear in white boxes with a solid
border; this indicates that they already are in my family tree on Ancestry.com.
The rest of Karen’s line appears in boxes with dotted borders; I don’t have these
people in my family tree.
I next looked at Karen’s family tree – well, really just her Burks line. Here is the
relevant part of her pedigree:

Karen has the entire line back to Allen James Burks in her tree. In fact, she has a
number of generations more:

This is really nice to see, and it agrees with my family tree.
In March 2020, the noted genetic genealogist Blaine T. Bettinger published a
chart with the results of his research. The chart shows the average amount of
shared DNA between two people with a known genealogical relationship:

Karen and I are fourth-cousins twice-removed (4C2R), and according to the chart
shown above, 4C2R share 22 cM of DNA on average, with a range of 0 to 93 cM.
So the 31 cM match I have with Karen is above average in size, but well within
the observed range.
Ancestry.com has a feature that shows all of the people who have DNA matches
with two individuals. I went on to look at the “Shared DNA Matches” that I have
in common with Karen. A selected set of these shared matches are shown in the
following chart:

I was amazed to see all the Burks relatives with whom we both have DNA
matches. All the people on this list are known to me and all are Burks
descendants. In the Appendix, I discuss the relationship of each of these
individuals to my Burks ancestors. I still am amazed that the software on
Ancestry.com is so powerful that it can identify this entire group of people.
Of course, Karen and I have shared DNA matches with many more people, but
they don’t have family trees on the site, or their trees only go back a generation
or two.

Finally, I looked at my ThruLines™ chart for William Burks:

Oh my! I have DNA matches with 132 descendants of William Burks – this is
really amazing!! [As an aside, I only have DNA matches with 111 descendants of
Elizabeth Eliza Cade – and this undoubtedly is due to errors in some of the family
trees on the Ancestry.com website.]
Recall that Karen is descended from William Burks through his son Allen James
Burks. Here is that part of my ThruLines™ chart:

I have DNA matches with 40 people who are descended from Allen James Burks –
again, pretty amazing! It looks like I need to verify that Delila Burks (1809-1882)
was really a daughter of Allen James Burks.
Karen’s line goes back through George Townsend Burks, and here is that part of
my ThruLines™ chart:

This branch of the chart shows my DNA match with C.V., who I know is Chris
Vaughn. Chris’ mother is Norma J. Burks, and I met Norma in Naples, Florida, in
2016, along with Norma’s sister Jackie Burks Oakley. I wrote a short narrative
about them – see:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/TwoMoreBurksRelatives_21Jan16.pdf

I find it interesting that my DNA matches in this branch are quite different than
they were when I wrote about my ThruLines™ for William Burks in July 2019:
http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/6B-WilliamBurksThruLines.pdf

I guess people come and go on Ancestry.com.
Summary
In this short narrative, I began with my new DNA match with a woman named
Karen Turnbell. We both are descended from William Burks (1740-1830) and
his wife Elizabeth Eliza Cade (1745-1789). This couple were my third-great
grandparents. Karen has a very complete Burks family pedigree in her family
tree on the Ancestry.com website.

Karen and I have a large number of Shared DNA Matches with people known to
be Burks descendants. My ThruLines™ chart going back to William Burks shows
that I have 132 DNA matches with his descendants, which is really pretty
amazing.
Finally, I have to say that given the large size of my DNA match with Karen, I’m
surprised that none of my close Oakley relatives have a DNA match with her. I
guess that just shows how randomly autosomal DNA is inherited.

Addendum
Karen’s photo that is associated with her profile on Ancestry.com is upside-down.
Here it is rotated by 180°:

Appendix
Here is a chart showing the Burks descendants with whom both Karen Turnbell
and I have DNA matches:

Rebecca Post – Rebecca is descended from James Alfred Burks (1831-1900) and
his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford (1837-1902) through their daughter Lola
Lise Burks (1867-1942).
Jerry Scoggan – Jerry is the father of Ada Scoggan (browneyes463 on
Ancestry.com). They are descended from Levi Burks through his son Lewis
Roten Burks (1823-1865).
George Carpenter – George is descended from William Burks and his wife
Elizabeth Cade through their son Willis Allen Burks (1784-1870).
Rlburks26 – This man is descended from William Burks and his wife Elizabeth
Cade through their son Allen James Burks (1771-1864).
Rebecca Baker – Rebecca is descended from William Burks and his wife
Elizabeth Cade through their son Allen James Burks (1771-1864).

M.B. – This woman is descended from William Burks and his wife Elizabeth Cade
through their son Willis Allen Burks (1784-1870).
kgranzella – This woman is descended from William Burks and his wife
Elizabeth Cade through their son Willis Allen Burks (1784-1870). Her maiden
name was Burks.
Brenda Burks – Brenda is descended from William Burks and his wife Elizabeth
Cade through their son Willis Allen Burks (1784-1870).
C.V. (Chris Vaughn) – Chris is descended from William Burks and his wife
Elizabeth Cade through their son Allen James Burks (1771-1864).
Nina Edmundson – Nina is descended from Levi Burks through his son Lewis
Roten Burks (1823-1865).

