
 
 

Chapter 64 
 

My DNA Match with Josh Cocanougher – A Burks Relative 
 

[originally written 29 August 2020] 
 
 
Introduction 
 
I am using DNA on the Ancestry.com website to confirm and to extend my family 
tree.  Several times each week, I look to see if I have any new DNA matches on 
this site; however, I’m really only interested in those matches where the software 
on the website is able to identify an ancestor (or ancestors) that a DNA match 
and I have in common.  I typically get more than one hundred new DNA matches 
each week, but only once every few weeks do I get one showing a common 
ancestor.  This is due to the fact that many of my DNA matches don’t have family 
trees or their trees are not linked to their DNA profiles.  So many people use the 
Ancestry.com website to learn about their “ethnicity” and are not at all interested 
in building a family tree or contacting with their DNA matches.  Frustrating!  
 
 
New DNA Match with Josh Cocanougher 
 
Earlier this month, I filtered my DNA matches on Ancestry.com to show only 
those matches with a common ancestor, and then sorted those results by date.  In 
looking at this list, I found that I had a new DNA match with a man named Josh 
Cocanougher (the little blue dot next to his photo indicates that I had not 
previously viewed this match): 
 

 
 
Josh and I have a very small match of just 6.3 cM – he most likely is a very distant 
cousin.  I’m glad that I saw this DNA match when I did, since in another few days, 
Ancestry.com is going to stop showing matches that are less than 8 cM. 
 
I then looked to see how Josh and I are related: 
 



 
 
The software on the Ancestry.com website suggests that our DNA match is 
because we both are descended from Levi Burks (1781-1854).  Levi Burks was 
my 2nd-great grandfather. 
 
I then went on to see how Josh and I are connected through Levi Burks: 
 

 
 
Josh is descended from Levi Burks through his daughter Mary Polly Burks (1806-
1865), while I am descended from Levi Burks through his son James Alfred Burks 
(1831-1900). 
 



Levi Burks was first married to Sarah “Sally” Pigg (1785-1830), and he had 
eleven children with her, including Mary Polly Burks.  After Sarah’s death in 
1830, Levi married Amy Griffey on 1 July 1830 in Mercer County, Kentucky.  
[Some records say her first name was Anny, but I can understand how difficult it 
could be to distinguish Amy from Anny written in cursive].  Amy was born about 
1784 and died around 1854.  When she married Levi Burks, she was herself a 
widow, having been married previously to a Mr. White.  Levi had another four 
children with his second wife Amy Griffey, including James Alfred Burks. 
 
I remember going to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, with my parents when I was a child.  
Harrodsburg is county seat of Mercer County.  Presumably my father was doing 
some genealogy research on the Burks family and wanted to see records in the 
county courthouse.  And how wonderful that now we can do this research 
online!! 
 
Since Mary Polly Burks and James Alfred Burks had different mothers, Mary Polly 
Burks is listed as my “half second-great aunt”. 
 
Going back to chart showing how Josh and I are related, it turns out that I was a 
half third-cousin of Josh’s great-grandfather, John C. Watts (1869-1940).  I was 
born eighty years after John Watts, yet he and I were in the same generation 
going back to Levi Burks.  More about this below. 
 
I next looked at Josh’s family tree on the Ancestry.com website: 
 

 
 
Based on the relationship chart shown on the previous page, Josh’s line back to 
Levi Burks goes through his maternal grandfather, Carl Watts (1900-1977), and 
Josh doesn’t even have this man in his family tree on Ancestry.com.  That means 
that software on the Ancestry.com website used information from other family 
trees to construct the line from Josh’s mother back to Levi Burks. 
 
The people in Josh’s line who are NOT in my family tree appear in the 
relationship chart in a dotted box with a green “evaluate” button: 
 



 
 
Clicking on the “evaluate” button brings up a panel at the right of the screen that 
shows family trees that have the person’s parent from the ancestral line.  This 
allows a user to check the validity of each connection in the line – in this case, all 
the way back to Levi Burks. 
 
Let me illustrate this with an example.  Here is the information panel for Josh’s 
mother: 
 

 
 
It shows that her parents were Carl Chris Watts (1900-1977) and Virgie B. 
Phillips (1919-1990).  Since Josh has Virgie in his tree, and Carl and Virgie appear 
as husband and wife in other family trees, I’m inclined to accept that Virgie’s 
husband was Carl Chris Watts. 
 
I examined all of the people in Josh’s line back to Levi Burks and they all seem to 
check out.  In fact, in looking at the various family trees with Josh’s ancestors, I 
found the “Wheeler/Whitenack Family Tree”, which is owned by wheelsebub.  
This tree has the complete line from Carl Watts back to Mary Polly Burks: 
 

 
 
Based on this tree and others on Ancestry.com, it does seem that the line from 
Josh Cocanougher back to Levi Burks is legitimate. 
 



Recall that based in the relationship chart shown earlier, Josh is my third-cousin 
thrice-removed (I always wanted to use the word “thrice” in one of my 
narratives).  Based only on the small size of our DNA match (6.8 cM), software on 
Ancestry.com predicted that we could be related in any number of different ways.  
The following chart shows some of the possibilities, as well as the percentages: 
 

 
 
It is interesting that one of the possibilities was “half 3rd cousin 3x removed”, 
which is what our relationship actually is. 
 
 
Other DNA Matches on this Line 
 
I also looked at my ThruLines™ for Levi Burks – I have DNA matches with 29 of 
his descendants.  Here is just the branch of the ThruLines™ going back through 
Mary Polly Burks: 
 

 



The three people on this branch are all “half” relationships, since Mary Polly 
Burks (their ancestor) and James Alfred Burks (my ancestor) had different 
mothers.  I see that Robert Cassady is also a half third-cousin thrice-removed, 
while a woman with the username realestateteach is a half third-cousin twice-
removed. 
 
I looked at some of the details about my DNA match with realestateteach.  She 
and I have a “Shared DNA Match” with a man named Jerry Scoggan: 
 

 
 
Although Jerry Scoggan doesn’t have a family tree on Ancestry.com, his daughter 
Ada Scoggan does (and she and I also have a DNA match).  Her username on 
Ancestry.com is browneyes463, and we have corresponded previously.  She is 
descended from Lewis Roton Burks (1823-1865), who was another son of Levi 
Burks from his first marriage. 
 
I only included the match with Jerry Scoggan because as I always say “the DNA 
doesn’t lie”.  All these DNA matches and family trees are consistent.  I have a DNA 
match with realestateteach, and she is descended from Mary Polly Burks.  
realestateteach and I have a shared DNA match with Jerry Scoggan, and he is 
descended from Lewis Roton Burks.  I still find it amazing that the software on 
Ancestry.com can find these small DNA matches between distant cousins, when 
the Ancestry.com database now includes well over fifteen million people. 
 
 
Differences in the Generations 
 
I remarked earlier in this narrative that I was in the same generation as Josh’s 
great-grandfather, John C. Watts (1869-1940), even though we were born eighty 
years apart.  Here again is our relationship chart: 
 



 
 
Let me review Levi Burks’ family – this is from the family tree on Ancestry.com 
owned by brogers11_1 (she and I have a DNA match, and she is descended from 
Lewis Roten Burks): 
 

 



 
Interesting that Mary Polly Burks was born in 1806, and she had her son 
Christopher Trower in 1827.  When Sarah Pigg died in 1830, Levi immediately 
remarried, and he and his second wife had a son (my great-grandfather) in 1831.  
So right from the start, James Alfred Burks was four years younger than his half-
uncle Christopher Trower.   
 
James Alfred Burks and his wife didn’t have my grandmother until 1873, and my 
grandmother was in the same generation as Christopher Trower, who was born 
in 1827.  And the gaps in the generations continued – helped by the fact that my 
father was 51 years old when I was born. 
 
I don’t have DNA matches with too many people who are “thrice-removed”, so 
this one is worth pointing out. 
 
 
Connection with Harrodsburg, Kentucky 
 
I was amazed to learn that Josh Cocanougher lives in Harrodsburg, Mercer 
County, Kentucky: 
 

 
 
I always equate Harrodsburg and Mercer County with the Burks family. 
 
It turns out that many of the pioneers who moved west through the Cumberland 
Gap in the late 1700’s continued on Logan Trace1 to Harrodsburg.  I wrote about 
this previously: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/40-LeviBurks-DNA-Circle.pdf 
 
Here is a map showing the Cumberland Gap and Logan Trace: 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logan_Trace 



 
 
 
It is interesting that Josh’s branch of the family then remained in Harrodsburg 
and Mercer County for generations: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Of course, I don’t have any information about Josh’s mother, but the fact that Josh 
is living in Harrodsburg probably means that she didn’t move very far from her 
roots in Mercer County. 
 
A quick Google search on “cocanougher harrodsburg ky” (no quotation marks) 
turned up pages of hits – it seems that the Cocanougher side of Josh’s family also 
has deep roots in Herrodsburg. 
 
 
Summary 
 
In this narrative, I discussed my new DNA match with Josh Cocanougher.  We 
both are descended from Levi Burks (1781-1854), who was my 2nd-great 
grandfather.  Interestingly, Levi Burks was Josh’s 5th-great grandfather – meaning 
that Josh and I are 3rd-cousins thrice-removed.  We actually have a “half cousin” 
relationship, since Josh is descended from a daughter from Levi’s first marriage, 
while I am descended from a son from his second marriage.  It is especially 
noteworthy to see that Josh’s great-grandfather and I were in the same 
generation, even though I was born eighty years after his great-grandfather.  That 
isn’t something that one sees very often. 
 
I presented information about how the software on Ancestry.com was able to 
construct the line back from Josh back to Levi Burks.  I also showed a few of my 
DNA matches with other descendants of Levi Burks, all of which are consistent 
with us being descended from Levi Burks. 
 
As a young man, Levi Burks moved west from Orange County, Virginia, to Mercer 
County, Kentucky, no doubt going through the Cumberland Gap and then 
following the Logan Trace to Harrodsburg, Kentucky.  And Josh’s branch of the 
family has lived in Harrodsburg and Mercer County ever since. 
 


