
 
 

Chapter 50 
 

My Ancestral Lines Going Back to King Edward I of England 
 

[Originally written 1 July 2020.] 
 
 
Introduction 
 
I recently have started using the Geni.com website for researching my family 
tree.  The folks at Geni.com have taken a unique approach to building a family 
tree – it is what could be called the “World Family Tree”.  Unlike Ancestry.com, 
where everyone has their own complete family tree, Geni.com is having its users 
collaboratively build just a single family tree to which anyone can connect.  On 
Ancestry.com, there can be one thousand or more duplicate entries for the same 
person – and they often have conflicting information.  On Geni.com, there should 
only be one entry on the entire website for any given person.  Users on Geni.com 
can add themselves and one of their ancestral lines until it connects with a 
person already in the “World Family Tree”.  And then their line immediately 
becomes part of this enormous family tree.  There now are over 145 million 
people in the “World Family Tree” on Geni.com.1 
 
Here is the first part of my pedigree on Geni.com: 
 

 
 

 
1 https://www.geni.com/worldfamilytree 



My family tree is connected to the “World Family Tree” on Geni.com, and some of 
these lines go way back into the past.  For example, I recently was helping my 
cousin Don Baker with his family tree.  While looking at his ancestors in the 
“World Family Tree”, I found that Don is descended from King Edward I of 
England (1239-1307).  See: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/genealogy/DEB-HelmickAncestors_18Jun20.pdf 
 
Edward was King of England from 1272 until his death in 1307.  See: 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_I_of_England 
 
In looking at Don’s line back to King Edward I, I found that I also am descended 
from King Edward I – here is my line: 
 

 
 
Wow!  How cool is this??!!!  King Edward I was my 20th-great grandfather.  And 
this line goes through his son, King Edward II, and his grandson, King Edward III. 
 
In one of my earlier narratives about using Geni.com, I ended up looking at 
European nobility from the Middle Ages, and I found a number of Kings, Earls, 
Barons, Knights, and even Saints from whom I am descended.  See: 
 

http://www.burksoakley.com/QuincyOakleyGenealogy/49-EuropeanNobility.pdf 
 
In several cases, I learned that I had two different ancestral lines going back to 
the same person.  I wondered if that was typical, so for no good reason other than 
to keep myself busy while self-quarantining during the coronavirus epidemic, I 
decided I would examine my line to King Edward I to see if I had more than one 
pathway connecting the two of us.  I thought it might be interesting and 
informative, in addition to using up an inordinate amount of time.  And that, my 
friend, is what this chapter is all about. 
 
 
Searching for My Ancestral Lines to King Edward I 
 
My father was Burks Oakley (1898-1969), and I started by looking on Geni.com 
at the ancestral lines for his four grandparents: 
 



 
 
I should add that Geni.com has a feature whereby a Geni Pro user can select any 
person in the “World Family Tree” as the “focus person” and have the software 
calculate how anyone else is related to that individual.  For most of the 
relationship charts shown on the following pages, I selected King Edward I as the 
“focus person”. 
 
My father’s paternal grandfather was Aaron Burr Oakley (1835-1906).  I found 
out that Aaron Burr Oakley is descended from King Edward I: 
 

 
 
Aaron Burr Oakley was King Edward’s 17th-great grandson (which means that 
King Edward I was Aaron Burr Oakley’s 17th-great grandfather).  This is 
essentially the reverse of the line shown on the previous page. 
 
My father’s paternal grandmother was Hannah Mariah Miller (1838-1925), and 
she also is descended from King Edward I: 
 



 
 
Hannah Mariah Miller was King Edward I’s 18th-great granddaughter, and the 
line connecting the two of them is completely different than the line connecting 
Aaron Burr Oakley and King Edward I. 
 
My father’s maternal grandfather was James Alfred Burks (1831-1900).  The 
following chart shows that he also was descended from King Edward I: 
 

 
 
Again, this is a very different line than the first two I showed. 
 
My father’s maternal grandmother was Mary Jane Crawford (1837-1902), and I 
was amazed to see that she also was descended from King Edward I: 
 

 
 



This is incredible!  All four of my father’s grandparents were descended from 
King Edward I.  And all on completely different ancestral lines. 
 
I wanted to make it easier to see the differences between these ancestral lines, so 
I put them in an Excel spreadsheet: 
 

 
 
In this chart, my father’s four grandparents are shown in bold with a yellow 
highlight, and I have numbered the lines 1 through 4.  I also have added a number 
of generations to each line so that they ultimately connect to me.  Seeing these 
lines next to each other emphasizes just how different they are –four separate 
lines connecting me back to King Edward I.   
 
The shortest “blood” line is line 1, which goes through Aaron Burr Oakley.  Aaron 
was a 17th-great grandson of King Edward I, meaning I was a 20th-great grandson 
of King Edward I.  And turning it around, King Edward I was my 20th-great 
grandfather on this line.  On the other lines, my father’s grandparents were 18th-
great grandchildren of King Edward I, meaning I was a 21st-great grandson of 
Edward I, and he was my 21st-great grandfather. 
 



Since Geni.com always displays the “shortest blood line”, it always shows my line 
going back through Aaron Burr Oakley when presenting my relationship to King 
Edward I (see, for example, the chart in the Introduction to this chapter). 
 
Having all four of my father’s grandparents being descendants of King Edward I 
was completely unexpected.  This also means that Aaron Burr Oakley and his 
wife Hannah Mariah Miller were very distant cousins.  Seventeenth-great 
grandchildren are eighteenth-cousins, meaning that Aaron and Hannah were 
eighteenth-cousins once-removed (I think….). 
 
The same applies to James Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane Cameron 
Crawford – they were nineteenth-cousins on their lines going back to King 
Edward I. 
 
By extension, Ray Miller Oakley and his wife Kate Cameron Burks also were 
distant cousins going back to their common ancestor, King Edward I. 
 
So far, I’ve shown that I have four separate lines back to King Edward I. 
 
Now let me move on to my father’s eight great-grandparents, who are shown in 
the following chart: 
 

 
 



Of course, I already have shown four lines that connect back to King Edward I 
through Amzi Oakley (line 1), Ezra Marvin Miller (line 2), Amy Griffey (line 3), 
and Elmony Lester (line 4).  So I really only needed to look at the other four. 
 
I then examined the other four of my father’s great-grandparents, and of these 
four, only Lucy Ann Eunice Darling had a line back to King Edward I, as shown in 
the following chart: 
 

 
 
Lucy was King Edward I’s 17th-great granddaughter.  The line from Lucy Ann 
Eunice Darling back to King Edward I goes through her mother, Lucy Lyon. 
 
Since Lucy Darling and her husband Amzi Oakley were both descended from King 
Edward I, they were very distant cousins on this line. 
 
Here is the complete line from King Edward I through Lucy to me, and I have 
labelled this one “line 5”: 
 



 
 
This is now the fifth independent line that I have back to King Edward I.  Also, 
there are two different lines going back through Aaron Burr Oakley – one 
through his father Amzi Oakley (line 1), the other through his mother Lucy Ann 
Eunice Darling (line 5). 
 
I now will move on and look at my father’s sixteen 2nd-great grandparents, who 
are shown in the following chart: 
 



 
 
Once again, I have covered five lines so far, and these lines (obviously) have to 
connect back through some of my father’s 2nd-great grandparents. 
 
Looking at sixteen of my father’s 2nd-great grandparents isn’t going to be so 
difficult.  Right off the top, Burr Oakley’s wife Ruth is unknown, so she has no 
known ancestors.  The line for Daniel David Wells is very incomplete on 
Geni.com, and nothing is known about his wife’s ancestors.  Ditto for William 
Crawford and his wife Elizabeth Jane Smith, as well as for William Burks and his 
wife Elizabeth Cade.  As well as Joseph William Griffey.  So I don’t have to look at 
any of these people.  The lines I have already described connect through Burr 
Oakley (line 1), Allen Miller (line 2), Francis Burris (line 3), Rachel West (line 4), 
and Lucy Lyon (line 5).  So I really only needed to focus on Samuel Darling, 
Hannah Tripp, and Abner Lester. 
 
Here is a chart showing the relationship between Samuel Darling and King 
Edward I: 
 



 
 
Samuel Darling was King Edward I’s 16th-great grandson. 
 
Here is a chart showing the relationship between Hannah Louise Tripp and King 
Edward I: 
 

 
 
Hannah Louise Tripp was King Edward I’s 16th-great granddaughter. 
 
Abner Lester, however, was a different story.  Here is his relationship to King 
Edward I: 
 

 
 
Note that (1) Abner Lester is the husband of King Edward I’s 16th-great 
granddaughter and (2) no “blood” relationship was found.  Abner’s wife was 
Rachel West, and she indeed was King Edward I’s 16th-great granddaughter – she 
appears in line 4.  As an aside, I think the term “blood” relationship that Geni.com 
uses is awkward – I would much rather see “DNA” relationship (or anything else 
besides “blood”). 
 
As an aside, let me say that Geni.com calculates these “in-law” relationship 
automatically, and for Hannah Louise Tripp, it gave the following: 
 



 
 
Yes – Hannah was the wife of Allen Miller, and Allen was King Edward I’s 16th-
great grandson.  Of course, I just showed that Hannah Louise Tripp was King 
Edward I’s 16th-great granddaughter.  Again, she and her husband were both 
descended from King Edward I. 
 
Looking at my father’s second-great grandparents added two new lines back to 
King Edward I.  These lines connect through Samuel Darling (line 6) and Hannah 
Louise Tripp (line 7): 
 

 
 
This makes a total of seven independent lines that I have connecting me back to 
King Edward I. 
 
Finally, I looked at my ancestors who had immigrated from England to New 
England, and I randomly checked to see if they were descended from King 
Edward I.  Amazing – I found four more lines. 
 



Hannah Humphrey: 
 

 
 
 
Sarah Allen: 
 

 
 
 
Abigail Barber: 
 

 
 
 
Elizabeth Trowbridge: 
 



 
 
I put these four new lines in an Excel spreadsheet, and labelled them lines 8, 9, 
10, and 11.  I also added the rest of the line down to me: 
 

 
 
This now is a total of eleven lines.  I note that three of these latest lines (8, 9, and 
10) all connect through my Miller line, going back through my great-
grandmother Hannah Mariah Miller.  All of her ancestors were English 
immigrants who settled in Connecticut and Massachusetts.  The line at the far 
right (line 11), connects through Lucy Ann Eunice Darling, as do lines 5 and 6. 
 
At this point, I thought I should quit – but I was enjoying the challenge of finding 
additional lines back to King Edward I (and it was keeping me busy).  So I kept on 



looking at my New England ancestors until I came to Matthew Marvin, my 9th-
great grandfather.  I learned that he was descended from King Edward I: 
 

 
 
Matthew Marvin was a 10th-great grandson of King Edward I.  Matthew was an 
English immigrant who lived from 1600 to 1678, and he was my 9th-great 
grandfather: 
 

 
 
So this now is my 12th line back to King Edward I: 
 



 
 
OK, that’s enough.  On the next four pages, I’ll show all twelve lines, three to a 
page. 
 
  



Lines 1-3: 
 

 
 
  



Lines 4-6: 
 

 
 
  



Lines 7-9: 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Lines 10-12: 
 

 
 
 
 
The next page shows all twelve lines in landscape mode: 
 



Here are all twelve lines: 
 

 
 
Amazing that I have twelve different lines connecting me back to King Edward I of England.  Remember that King 
Edward I lived from 1239 until 1307 and was the King of England from 1272 to 1307.  When I started looking to see 
if I had more than one line back to King Edward I, I thought I might find one or two more lines.  I never in my wildest 
dreams thought that I would find a total of twelve lines.  Incredible! 
 

 
 



 
Summary 
 
In this narrative, I examined my ancestral lines that go back to King Edward I of 
England.  I was astounded to see that all four of my father’s grandparents were 
descended from King Edward I – that was totally unexpected. 
 
I found that in addition to the ancestors in these four lines, another one of my 
father’s great-grandparents was descended from Edward, as were two more of 
his 2nd-great grandparents. 
 
By randomly looking at other ancestors, I found an additional five ancestral lines 
that go back to King Edward, making a grand total of twelve.  So when I say that I 
am descended from King Edward I of England, I really mean it! 
 
 
 
Afterthought 
 
Although the results presented in this chapter came as a great surprise to me, 
they really shouldn’t have.  I’ve always heard it said (somewhat in jest) that if you 
go back far enough, everyone is related to everyone else.  I Googled this concept 
and found a relevant article: 
 
https://www.nbcnews.com/sciencemain/all-europeans-are-related-if-you-go-back-just-1-6C9826523 
 

All Europeans are related if you go back just 1,000 years, scientists say. 
 
A genetic survey concludes that all Europeans living today are related to 
the same set of ancestors who lived 1,000 years ago.  And you wouldn’t 
have to go back much further to find that everyone in the world is related 
to each other. 
 
“We find it remarkable because it’s counterintuitive to us,” Graham Coop, 
an evolutionary biologist at the University of California at Davis, told NBC 
News. 
 
The cold, hard genetic evidence points to a warm and fuzzy fact.  “It 
underlines the commonality of all of our histories,” Coop said.  “You don’t 
have to go back many generations to find that we’re all related to each 
other.” 

 
  



Appendix 
 
In this chapter, I mentioned that my father’s parents, Ray Miller Oakley and Kate 
Cameron Burks, were both descended from King Edward I, meaning that they 
were distant cousins (nineteenth-cousins once-removed, I believe). 
 
It turns out that they were actually closer cousins than that.  When I looked at 
their relationship on Geni.com, I learned that they were 11th-cousins thrice-
removed, as shown in the following chart: 
 

 
 
Their common ancestors were William Bostock (1459-1505) and his wife Ellen 
(1455-1501), who lived in Cheshire, England.  William Bostock was the fourth 
son of Sir Adam Bostok, who was a Knight.  Not too shabby a common ancestor, 
eh? 


