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Ezra Marvin Miller (1812-1874) was my second-great grandfather. I recently ran
across his entry on the findagrave.com website:1

Ezra Marvin Miller is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis, Indiana. His
entry on findagrave.com includes several photos:
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/45988850/ezra-marvin-miller

He is buried in a Masonic plot:

Note that he is listed as E.M. Miller.
Ezra Marvin Miller’s entry on the findagrave.com website also includes the
following text:
Son of Hannah (Tripp) and Allen Miller. Married Jane Kershaw Wells,
March 29, 1834, at Portage, New York. He bought land in New Milford
Township in October 1839. Known children: Mary Jane; Ezra Allen;
Hannah Mariah; Jonathan Tripp; James Fitz James; Charles Lamartine; Julia
Fidelia; and Ellen Amelia. [Names edited to correct typos.]
His records indicate Marvin as the spelling of his secondary given name,
possibly after an ancestor Rebecca Marvin married to John Clark.
Bio by: Curt Miller
When I looked up Curt Miller, I found his short bio:
I have been doing genealogy for over 20 years. My family, in the U.S.,
started in MA and spread throughout the U.S. I am originally from CT and

now living in SC. I have extensive research material on the William Miller
and Patience (maybe Bacon) family and their descendants. I work as a
network person in the computer industry.
Curt is definitely one of our Miller relatives. What intrigued me was his
statement about Ezra Marvin Miller:
His records indicate Marvin as the spelling of his secondary given name,
possibly after an ancestor Rebecca Marvin married to John Clark.
Well, sure enough, I have Rebecca Marvin in my family tree:

Rebecca Marvin was Ezra Marvin Miller’s fourth-great grandmother. She was a
granddaughter of Henry Gregory (1589-1655) and his wife Mary Abigail Goody
(1585-1641). This couple were from Nottingham, England, and they immigrated
to America, settling in Stratford, Fairfield County, Connecticut.
It is amazing to think that Ezra Marvin Miller’s father, Allen Miller (1788-1868),
would have known about his third-great grandmother Rebecca Marvin, and

would have honored her memory by naming his first-born son Ezra Marvin
Miller.
I certainly don’t have any way to test this idea, but it does make an interesting
anecdotal contribution to our Miller family history.
As an aside, Rebecca Marvin appears in an entry on the Geni.com website:2

This entry correctly shows that she was the wife of John Clark. Moreover, it
shows that she was my eighth-great grandmother, on the line going back through
Ezra Marvin Miller:

Of course, this is the exact line that I have in my family tree.
The Marvin line on Geni.com continues back from Rebecca Marvin to her sixthgreat grandfather, Roger Mervyn:

Roger Mervyn was my sixteenth-great grandfather.
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https://www.geni.com/people/Rebecca-Clark/6000000007273501815

Along the way, there appears to have been some important people in Essex,
England. For example, John Marvin (1480-1533), who was the son of John
Marvin and Christina Ramsay, Lady de Essex. And John’s wife was Lady Margaret
Rose Smythe.

Amazing what you can find on the free Geni.com website!
But all this begs the question – Did Ezra Marvin Miller really get his middle name
from his fourth-great grandmother?

