Chapter 38
My DNA Matches with Descendants of James Alfred Burks
and his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford
(updated 17 October 2018)

Introduction
My paternal grandmother was Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954), and it is from her
family’s surname that I was given my first name of Burks. Kate’s parents were
James Alfred Burks (1831-1900) and Mary Jane Cameron Crawford (1837-1902).
I’ll begin this chapter with some background about this branch of the Burks family.
James A. Burks was born on 3 May 1831 in Mercer County, Kentucky, near the
Harrodsburg Springs – a noted health resort at the time. This resort offered mineral
water, gambling, horse racing, and gala entertainment and was nicknamed the
“Saratoga of the South.” But I digress…
On 1 January 1857, Jim Burks (as he was known to his friends) married Mary Jane
Cameron Crawford in Johnson County, Indiana. Mary Jane was born on 1 September
1837 in Grayson County, Virginia. She was the daughter of Daniel Crawford
(1816/7-1881), who went to California in his later years to search for gold. He
apparently found a rich claim, but while travelling back east for a visit, he died
mysteriously on a train near Grand Island, Nebraska, and he the location of his claim
remained a secret. But I digress….
James A. Burks and his family appear in the 1870 U.S. Census:

They were living in Burlington, Des Moines County, Iowa, at the time. James (age
35) listed his occupation as “Painter”. I had always assumed that he was a house
painter, so I was quite surprised to learn that he was an artist who painted in oils!
[More about this in Appendix A.] Mary’s occupation was listed as “Keeping House”.
James Alfred and Mary Jane had nine children:










Anna Laurie Burks (1857-1859)
Frank Oscar Burks (1860-1865)
Charles Terhune Burks (1863-1864)
Maude Dehiter Burks (1865-1926)
Lola Lisle Burks (1867-1942)
Paul Dore Burks (1870-1948)
Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954)
Mary F. Burks (1877-1938)
Marshall Connor Burks (1881-1882)

Life must have been difficult for James and Mary, as four of their nine children died
before the age of five. Paul Dore Burks was the only one of their four sons who lived
to adulthood. As an aside, Paul Dore Burks had two daughters, so that was the end
of the Burks surname in this branch of the family.
James and Mary moved around quite a bit. Maude was born in 1865 in Marshall,
Illinois (due south of Paris, Illinois). Lola was born in 1867 in Peoria, Illinois. Paul
was born in 1870 in Des Moines, Iowa. Their last three children were born in
Burlington, Iowa, in 1873, 1877, and 1881.
In the early 1880’s, the family moved to Keokuk, Iowa. And by 1887, they had
moved to Quincy, Illinois. James A. Burks appeared in the 1887-88 Quincy Illinois
Directory, published by H.N. Stone and Company.
The family was still living in Quincy at the time of the 1900 U.S. Census. But by this
time, Paul (age 30) was listed as the head of the household. Paul’s father James A.
Burks (age 69) was listed as paralyzed. Others in the household included Paul’s
mother Mary (age 62) and Paul’s sisters Maude (age 35) and Marie/Mary (age 22).
Lola Lisle Burks had married Johann “John” Hettich in Quincy in 1896, and Kate
Cameron Burks had married Ray Miller Oakley in 1897, so neither of them were
included in this household in 1900.

James A. Burks died on 12 November 1900, shortly after appearing in the US Census.
And Mary died in late 1902 at the age of 65. They are buried in Greenmount
Cemetery in Quincy.

As far as I can tell, just three of their children married – Lola, Paul, and Kate.
Maude died on 16 February 1926 in Oakland, California, at the age of 61, and
Mary/Marie died on 17 July 1938 in Oakland, California, at the age of 60. How did
these two unmarried sisters (Maude and Mary/Marie) end up in Oakland,
California?
As an aside, California must have been a big draw for this family, since Paul Dore
Burks lived much of his adult life in Los Angeles and San Diego, and Lola Lisle Burks
died in El Cajon, California. But I digress yet again …

With all of this as background, I now will describe DNA matches that I have with
descendants of the three Burks children who did marry: Paul Dore Burks, Lola Lisle
Burks, and Kate Cameron Burks.

DNA Matches with Descendants of Kate Cameron Burks
In Chapter 37, I covered my DNA matches with the “Quincy Oakleys” who are
descendants of Kate Cameron Burks. To refresh your memory, I have DNA matches
with my cousins Hal Oakley, Mark Eidem, and Jake Oakley, as well as my daughter
Amy Oakley.

DNA Match with mikecasconegmailcom
The Ancestry.com website lists my DNA matches in order of size – from largest to
smallest. Here is a screenshot showing two of my larger DNA matches (with many
others omitted from this list):

At the level of a 3rd-cousin, I have DNA matches with J.O. (Jake Oakley, who is my
first-cousin twice-removed) and with mikecasconegmailcom. Since I have such a
large DNA match with mikecasconegmailcom, I decided to see if I could figure out
who he is and how we are related.

Some details about my DNA match with mikecasconegmailcom are shown in the
following screenshot:

We share 106 cM across 8 DNA segments. Recall that a centiMorgan (abbreviated
cM) is a measure of the length of a DNA match; one centiMorgan is approximately
one-million base pairs in length. Based on the size of this DNA match, Ancestry.com
predicts that we could be as close as third-cousins.
I looked at the list of individuals who share this DNA match with
mikecasconegmailcom and me:

I learned that we share this match with my daughter Amy and my first-cousin onceremoved Hal Oakley. And we also share this match with a man having the username
of nsn94. While I didn’t know anything about my relationship with nsn94 at the
time, I previously had noted that he was possibly a Burks family relative.
I then went on to look at the family tree that mikecasconegmailcom has on the
Ancestry.com website:

I was initially disappointed that he only has his parents and grandparents in his
family tree. But wait, his maternal grandmother was Velma Burke – what if her
surname was really Burks, and not Burke? That certainly would provide a
connection between our family lines.
mikecasconegmailcom only has minimal information about Velma Burke in his
family tree:

According to his tree, Velma was born in 1910 and died in 1972, and she was
married to Homer Smith (1903-1976).
On a whim, I looked at the RootsMagic database that I have on my computer, which
contains my entire family tree. OMG – I have a Velma Margaret Burks (1902-1975)
in my family tree:

And she was married to Homer J. Smith (1895-)! While the dates associated with
Velma and Homer are different in my family tree than in the tree that
mikecasconegmailcom has on Ancestry.com, this has to be the same couple.
The Velma Margaret Burks in my family tree was born in Quincy, Illinois, and was
the daughter of Paul Dore Burks (1870-1948) and his wife Rosena Dorthea “Rose”
Brogle (1881-1961). Paul Dore Burks was an older brother of my grandmother,
Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954). Recall that Paul Dore Burks was the only son of
James Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford to live to adulthood.
I searched on the Ancestry.com website for more information about Velma Burks.
She actually appears in a number of family trees – here are just a few:

The first hit shown above was the “Next Of Kin” family tree, which is owned by a
woman having the username of TwoOldSisters. Here is the entry for Velma
Margaret Burks from that tree:

This reference has the same dates and locations for Velma Burks that I have in my
family tree. As an aside, I should mention that I have a DNA match with
TwoOldSisters – she also is a Burks family descendant and her family tree is a great
resource for Burks family information.
The reference to Velma Burks on the “Next Of Kin” family tree also shows her in the
1910 US Census as a seven-year old living with her parents Paul D. Burks and Rose
D. Burks in San Diego:

It also shows her in the 1940 U.S. Census as a 37-year old (Velma Smith – her
married name) living in Los Angeles, California, with her husband Homer Smith and
daughters Myrtle Belle and Carol:

The entry for Homer J. Smith in the “Next Of Kin” family tree also show his draft
registration card from World War Two:

Amazing to see all of the historical information on the Ancestry.com website!!

At this point, I was 99% convinced that Velma Burke in Mike Cascone’s family tree
was really Velma Burks, the daughter of Paul Dore Burks. Assuming that this is the
case, then Mike Cascone and I are second-cousins once-removed (2C1R), as shown
in the following chart:

The noted genetic genealogist Blaine Bettinger found in a 2016 study that 2C1R
average 129 cM of shared DNA, so my match with Mike Cascone (106 cM) is very
close to this average.
While I am 99% confident that the relationship shown above is correct, it would be
nice to have Mike Cascone confirm all this. But to date, he has not returned my
messages (e-mail sent to mikecascone@gmail.com, as well as a note sent through
the message system on Ancestry.com). It would be great to have some additional
proof of a Burks family relationship. Stay tuned…

Revisiting nsn94
Recall that the DNA match that I have with mikecasconegmailcom on Ancestry.com
is shared with several other individuals, including Amy Oakley, Hal Oakley, and a
man having the username of nsn94:

If I could show that nsn94 was a Burks family relative, that would give me a lot
more confidence in Mike Cascone also being a Burks descendant. So I went back and
took another look at nsn94. He and I share 135 cM across 9 DNA segments:

nsn94 and I share our DNA match with Hal Oakley, Mark Eidem (eidem67), Jake
Oakley (J.O.), and mikecasconegmailcom:

Unfortunately, nsn94 only has his father, Lloyd Agler Severn (1902-1979), in his
family tree:

Wow, this isn’t much to go on. I tried tracing the Severn family line back but struck
out finding a Burks family connection. Since I had just looked at the family tree of
TwoOldSisters, which I realized was a great source of Burks family information, I

looked at it and searched for the name Severn – and OMG (once again), I found Lloyd
Agler Severn:

Lloyd’s wife was Mary Hettich (1901-1972), and she was a daughter of Lola Lyle
Burks (1867-1942). Of course, Lola Lyle Burks was an older sister of my
grandmother, Kate Cameron Burks.

nsn94 has to be the man marked “Private” in the lower-left corner of the chart
shown above. And indeed, he is a Burks descendant – a great-grandson of James
Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane Crawford.
As an aside, Lola and Kate appear in the classic photo of the Burks sisters in Hal
Oakley’s book about Allen Miller Oakley:

My relationship with nsn94 is shown in the following chart:

nsn94 and I are second-cousins (2C). In Blaine Bettinger’s study of shared DNA, he
found that 2C average 238 cM, with a range of 43-504 cM. So my DNA match with
nsn94 (135 cM) is below-average, but well within the range found by the Bettinger
study.
The fact that nsn94, mikecasconegmailcom, and I all share a common segment of
DNA, is strong support of my genealogical record for the Burks family.
But who is nsn94? Again, his father, Lloyd Agler Severn appears in the “Next Of Kin”
family tree. His record includes the 1940 US Census, where it lists his son as Lloyd
Severn:

The son Lloyd was 10 years old at the time, meaning that he was born in 1930 and is
currently 88 years old. I have tried contacting him through the message system on
the Ancestry.com website, but he has not responded.

Rebecca Post – Yet Another Burks Relative with a DNA Match
I routinely look at my top DNA matches on the Ancestry.com website, which are
listed in order of size from largest to smallest; the largest DNA matches are with my
closest relatives, while the smallest DNA matches are with very distant cousins. In
October 2018, I found a new DNA match with a woman named Rebecca Post:

Based on the size of our DNA match, Ancestry.com estimated that we could be as
close as fourth-cousins.
I next examined the details of my DNA match with Rebecca Post:

Rebecca and I share 71 cM across 5 DNA segments.
In 2016, the noted genetic genealogist Blaine Bettinger published the results of a
study in which he examined the size of DNA matches between individuals with a
known relationship. These results are summarized in the following chart:

According to Bettinger’s chart, the size of my DNA match with Rebecca (71 cM)
means that we could be as close as third-cousins (3C) or even second-cousins onceremoved (2C1R).
I next looked at the family tree that Rebecca has on the Ancestry.com website:

Rebecca’s family tree only shows her father, Joseph William Post (1920-2009), so
this doesn’t provide much help in figuring out how we are related.
The Ancestry.com website also has a feature called “Shared Matches”; for my DNA
match with Rebecca, this feature lists all of the people that we both match on the
same DNA segment. If we both match individual A, then it means that Rebecca,
individual A, and I all are descended from the same person (the source of our
matching DNA segment).
The following screenshot shows several of the DNA matches that I share with
Rebecca Post:

I learned that Rebecca and I share DNA matches with Hal Oakley and Mark Eidem
(eidem67). Hal and Mark are my first-cousins once-removed (1C1R) on my father’s
side of the family. Hal is a grandson of my father’s brother Thomas Crawford Oakley
(1909-1969), while Mark is a grandson of my father’s brother William Burr Oakley

(1903-1985). Putting this together, Hal, Mark, and I are all descended from Ray M.
Oakley and his wife Kate Cameron Burks. The fact that Rebecca and I share DNA
matches with Hal and Mark means that she must be descended from one of the
ancestors of Ray or Kate.
Rebecca and I also have Shared DNA Matches with a man having the username of
nsn94, who I believe is Lloyd Agler Severn Jr. Earlier in this chapter, I documented
that he is a descendant of Lola Lisle Burks (1867-1942). Lola Lyle Burks was an
older sister of my grandmother, Kate Cameron Burks. The fact that Rebecca and I
share a DNA match with nsn94 means that Rebecca Post has to be descended from
one of the ancestors of Kate Cameron Burks.
Rebecca and I also share DNA matches with a number of other individuals who I
believe (or know) are also Burks family descendants. These individuals include
Heather hdeschene, Jerry scoggan, rlburks26, M.B. (managed by MarkCorriston),
kgranzella (maiden name Burks), and C.V. (managed by NormaBurksVaughn).
At this point in my pursuit to figure out how Rebecca and I are related, I sent her a
message using the message system on the Ancestry.com website. In part, I wrote:
I see we have a DNA match here on the Ancestry.com website. We have Shared
DNA Matches with a number of my BURKS family relatives. You don't have a
family tree on Ancestry.com. Do you know your BURKS family pedigree?

Rebecca replied right away
Hello Cousin - My sister and I are just starting this adventure. I am on the
road right now headed back to Washington state where I live. My grandfather,
Paul Hettich, did a great deal of genealogy and I will look up the Burks when I
get home.

OMG – Paul Hettich (1909-2002) was a son of Lola Lisle Burks! My mother and I
actually visited him in Big Sur, California, in the late 1970’s. Paul Hettich was my
father’s first-cousin.
I looked at the family tree that I have on my computer, and I was amazed to see that
I had Rebecca’s father, Joseph W. Post, in this tree:

Joseph was married to Lynette Hettich (born 1936), and Lynette was a daughter of
Paul Hettich and therefore a granddaughter of Lola Lisle Burks.
I added Rebecca to my family tree as the daughter of Lynette Hettich and Joseph W.
Post. Here is a chart showing how Rebecca and I are related:

Rebecca and I are second-cousins once-removed (2C1R).
The 2016 Bettinger study found that 2C1R average 129 cM of shared DNA, with a
range of 0 to 325 cM. My DNA match with Rebecca of 71 cM is smaller than average,
but certainly within the observed range.
I also note from my family tree that Lynette Hettich was a first-cousin of Lloyd Agler
Severn Jr. (nsn94), meaning that Rebecca and Lloyd are first-cousins once-removed
(1C1R). So I predict that Rebecca and Lloyd will have a rather large DNA match.

Conclusion
In this narrative, I provided some details about the family of my great-grandparents,
James Alfred Burks and Mary Jane Cameron Crawford. I then documented my DNA
matches with living descendants of this couple. The first DNA match was with Mike
Cascone, who is descended from James Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane
Cameron Crawford through their son Paul Dore Burks. Mike and I are secondcousins once-removed. The second DNA match is with a man having the username
of nsn94 – and my guess is that he is Lloyd Agler Severn Jr. He is descended from
James Alfred Burks and his wife Mary Jane Cameron Crawford through their
daughter Lola Lisle Burks. Lloyd Agler Severn Jr. and I are second-cousins. The
third and final DNA match was with Rebecca Post, who is my second-cousin onceremoved. Like Lloyd Agler Severn Jr., he is descended from Lola Lisle Burks.
Interestingly, I found that Rebecca’s parents were already in my family tree; this
tree is based on a database that Hal Oakley gave me about a decade ago, and some of
Hal’s tree was based on my father’s genealogical research. Isn’t it nice when the
genetics (the DNA matches) support the genealogical record (the family tree)!
The DNA matches that I have described in this chapter provide strong support for
the family tree shown below:

I find it amazing that the technology on the Ancestry.com website is able to identify
DNA matches with distant cousins, and that users have access to family trees that
help connect the dots and solve the puzzle of how DNA matches are related. The
DNA doesn’t lie.

Random Musings
As I have noted elsewhere, it is interesting to see how the Cameron and Crawford
names have been used in the “Quincy Oakley” family. I’ll mention it all again here.
James A. Burks married Mary Jane Cameron Crawford. They named one of their
daughters Kate Cameron Burks (my grandmother). Kate named one of her sons
Thomas Crawford Oakley, and one of his grandsons was named Thomas Crawford
Oakley II. Another one of Kate’s sons was William Burr Oakley, and he named his
daughter Mary Cameron Oakley. In turn, she named one of her sons Mark Cameron
Eidem. My first-cousin David R. Oakley has a granddaughter named Cameron
Crawford Oakley. And I’m sure that nobody reading this treatise will be surprised to
learn that my first-cousin Thomas A. Oakley has a great-granddaughter named
Cameron Lyle Van Ness.

Appendix A – Paul Dore Burks
In this narrative, I found that Mike Cascone is a great-grandson of Paul Dore Burks
(and Paul Dore Burks was an older brother of my grandmother, Kate Cameron
Burks). In 1932, Paul Dore Burks published a book entitled “Fireside Yarns – 1001
Nights – Reminiscences of an Old Coin Man”. A few years ago, I purchased a copy of
this book from Amazon.com – in fact, a copy is still for sale on this site:
https://www.amazon.com/Fireside-Yarns-Nights-ReminiscencesSigned/dp/B00JIGQ8YE
Here is a scan of the title page:

Note that this book is autographed by the author, who was my great-uncle
(technically, the term is grand-uncle).

Here is the dedication page:

Finally, the Introduction to this book is on the following four pages – well worth
reading this bit of our family history.

Paul Dore Burks and his wife Rosena Dorthea “Rose” Burks are buried in Forest
Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale, California. They are listed on the Find-A-Grave
website:

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/137982139/paul-dore-burks
Paul Dore Burks
Birth
5 Apr 1870
Burlington, Des Moines County, Iowa, USA
Death
10 Jul 1948 (aged 78)
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California, USA
Burial
Forest Lawn Memorial Park (Glendale)
Glendale, Los Angeles County, California, USA
Plot
Liberty, Map 1, Lot 1706, Space 3

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/85358858/rosena-dorthea-burks
Rosena Dorthea “Rose” Burks
Birth
12 Jun 1881
Illinois, USA
Death
7 Apr 1961 (aged 79)
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California, USA
Burial
Forest Lawn Memorial Park (Glendale)
Glendale, Los Angeles County, California, USA
Plot
Liberty, Map 1, Lot 1706, Space 7

Appendix B – Lola Lisle Burks
In this narrative, I found that Lloyd Agler Severn Sr. was married to Mary Hettich
(1901-1972). In turn, Mary’s mother was Lola Lyle Burks (1867-1942). In
searching for information about Lola Lyle Burks Hettich, I was surprised to see that
she also published several books – about crocheting!

The URL for this resource is:
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Hettic
h%2C%20Lola%20Burks
These two books have been digitized by the Hathi Trust and can be downloaded in
PDF format. Here are screenshots of the two cover pages:

But wait – it gets better!

One of these books was re-printed in 2012, and is available as a hardcover or
paperback on the Amazon.ca website (in Canada):

And people are actually crocheting her patterns – here is just one example from the
ravelry.com website:

Appendix C – Joseph William Post III
In searching the Ancestry.com website for family trees that include Paul Hettich, I
found this photo of Paul’s son-in-law (and Rebecca Post’s father), Joseph William
Post III. He was my second-cousin.

Bill Post (1920-2009)

I learned that he went by the nickname of Bill.

