Chapter 35
Musings about Cousin Dick Miller
[Originally written 25 May 2015; Updated 23 February 2020]
I remember visiting LaVerne C. “Cousin Dick” Miller in Rockford, Illinois, with my
parents in the early 1960’s when I was in my early teens. At that time, he was
married to his second wife, who was named Mavis – she was a very attractive
woman, much younger than he was - a “trophy wife”, so to speak. Cousin Dick
was a successful lawyer in Rockford, and I recall that he took us to his country
club for dinner. He also went by the name “LC Miller", as in “ell-see”. I remember
that I took a color photo of Cousin Dick and Mavis, and my father sent them a
5”x7” print (expensive in those days) – and they really liked it.
LaVerne C. Miller’s father was James Fitzjames Miller (1842-1926) – also seen in
various online references as James Fritz Miller. James was a younger brother of
my great-grandmother, Hannah Mariah Miller (1838-1926). This means that
LaVerne C. Miller was a first cousin to my grandfather Ray Miller Oakley, as
shown in the following chart:

Hannah Mariah Miller was born in upstate New York in 1838. Her younger
brother, James Fitzjames Miller, was born in Winnebago County, Illinois, near
Rockford, in 1842 – recall that the entire family had moved west in 1839 or 1840
(their brother, Jonathan Tripp Miller, was born in September 1840 near Rockford,
so that was after their move west). Therefore, Ray Miller Oakley (born in 1876,
son of Hannah Mariah Miller Oakley) and LaVerne C. Miller (born in 1886, son of
James Fitzjames Miller) were first-cousins. My father (born in 1898) was 12
years younger than LaVerne C. Miller and referred to him as “Cousin Dick” (I
guess if you have a name like LaVerne, you need a nickname).
LaVerne’s parents (James F. Miller and Emma Louisa Sturtevant Miller) show up
in the 1880 U.S. Census as living in Chana, Ogle County, Illinois.
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From the 1880 U.S. Census

The household included children Jessie Rae Miller (age 7) and Morton Wells
Miller (age 1), as well as Amy Sturtevant (Emma’s mother). Note that Chana is
about 20 miles southwest of New Milford, Illinois, where many of the Millers had
settled (and where many are buried).

LaVerne C. Miller was born on 5 June 1885 in Chana, Illinois. He died on 17
September 1981 at the age of 96 in Rockford, Illinois. He was a lawyer in
Rockford, and a member of the Sons of the American Revolution (via Jonathan
Miller, Jr.).
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According to the 1900 US Census, LaVerne Clarence (age 14) was living at home
in Rockford (Ward 3), with his parents, James F. Miller (age 58) and Emma Louisa
(Sturtevant) Miller (age 47), and his siblings Morton Wells Miller (age 21), Everett
Martin Miller (age 19), Carlisle Oscar Miller (age 16). [Two other siblings died in
infancy.] The oldest child, Jessie Rae (age 27), had married in 1897 to a man with
the last name of Lanstrum, so she is listed on the census as Jessie R. Lanstrum, and
she had a one-year old daughter, Marjorie Lanstrum (born on 1 February 1899).
But Mr. Landstrum is not listed on the census.

From the 1900 U.S. Census

By 1910, the US Census showed LaVerne (age 24) still living at home, with his
parents James (age 68) and Emma (age 57), and brothers Morton Wells Miller
(age 31) and Carlisle Oscar Miller (age 25).

From the 1910 U.S. Census

LaVerne’s occupation was listed as City Editor at the newspaper, so it is likely that
he was working for one of his Miller cousins at the Rockford newspaper.
According to the 1920 U.S. Census, LaVerne C. Miller was living in Rockford with
his wife, Alice Miller, and her sister’s family (Emmett Hickey, head of household).
The sister was Lenora E. Murphy; she was born on December 29, 1882, in
Rockford, Illinois. She was listed as “Nora” in the 1920 Census. On the census,
LaVerne’s occupation was listed as a lawyer.
In researching LaVerne’s first wife, her full maiden name was Alice Margaret
Murphy. She was born in February 1885 in Illinois to Margaret E. Nolan, age 30,
and Patrick D. Murphy, age 32.

3

Per the 1930 U.S. Census, LaVerne was living in Rockford with his wife, Alice
Miller. He was the head of the household. No children. The household had a
radio!! [Interesting that this was a question on the census form….]

From the 1930 U.S. Census
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Go forward another ten years and we have the 1940 U.S. Census; LaVerne was
living in Rockford with his wife, Alice Miller. He was the head of the household. It
seems that they had a live-in maid, who was 22 years old at the time – also named
Alice. LaVerne and his wife Alice didn’t have any children.

From the 1940 U.S. Census

LaVerne’s wife Alice died 22 February 1952, leaving LaVerne a widower at the
age of 66.
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LaVerne Miller then married Mavis Lee Annett on 23 February 1955 in Rockford,
Illinois. When they got married, LaVerne was 69 years old and Mavis was 36
years old. No wonder I remember her as a “trophy wife”.

Mavis Lee Annett was born on 21 April 1918 in Danforth, Washington County,
Maine. She died in July 1982 at the age of 64 in Rockford, less than a year after
LaVerne’s death.
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I recently found my father’s application for membership in the Sons of the
American Revolution (SAR), and Cousin Dick had signed the form, recommending
my father for membership. I also found Cousin Dick’s application for the SAR:
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The second page of his application for membership in the Sons of the American
Revolution has LaVerne’s ancestral line back to Jonathan Miller Jr.:

Note that this application shows that LaVerne’s first-cousin’s children William
Burr Oakley and Mary Elizabeth [Elisabeth] Oakley Smith were listed as members
of the Children of the American Revolution.
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I also found LaVerne’s draft registrations for World Wars I and II:

Note that on his World War I draft card, he was listed as a self-employed lawyer.

Interesting that his phone number was Forest 618. I guess they didn’t need any
more numbers than that!
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But after all of this research, I haven’t been able to find out where LaVerne C.
Miller is buried. Stay tuned .....
Fast-forward to 2020. I was looking at a DNA match that my cousin Hal Oakley
has on Ancestry.com with a man with the username of atomic2069. Hal and this
man both are descended from Ezra Marvin Miller and his wife Jane Kershaw
Wells. atomic2069 is descended from their son James Fritz Miller (1842-1926),
and when I looked at one of the entries on Ancestry.com for James Fritz Miller, I
noticed LaVerne Clarence Miller among his children:

I hadn’t seen LaVerne in many other trees on Ancestry.com, and I wondered if this
particular tree would have new information about him. So I went to this page and
searched, and I was amazed to see all the information about LaVerne that is now
on the Ancestry.com website. Here is a screenshot showing some of this
information:
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Oh my! The last entry in that screenshot is the Find A Grave index for L.C. Miller.
And here is this entry from the findagrave.com website1:

L.C. is buried in Saint Mary and Saint James Cemetery in Rockford, which is just a
mile north of Cedar Bluff Cemetery, where so many of our Miller relatives are
buried (as well as Aaron Burr Oakley).
The entry for L.C. Miller on findagrave.com includes the following photos:

1

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/189649930
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Thanks to all the individuals who contribute these types of records to the
findagrave.com website!
If I ever am in Rockford again, I’ll have to stop by and see his gravestone.
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