Chapter 27
Our Lyon Family Ancestry
Introduction
Just when I think I have run out of ancestors to write about, I find another really
interesting one, and that leads to another few weeks of research.
My last narrative was about our Beers family ancestors, going back to Elizabeth
Beers (1663-1719), who married John Darling Sr. (1657-1719). Their 2 nd-great
granddaughter, Lucy Ann Eunice Darling (1804-1884), married Amzi Oakley
(1799-1853). Lucy Ann Eunice Darling’s parents were Samuel Darling (17541807) and Lucy Lyon (1760-1836). All of these relationships are detailed in the
section of the “Quincy Oakley” family tree that is shown below:

In looking at this part of the family tree, I realized that I knew absolutely nothing
about Lucy Lyon [shown in the red rectangle in the lower-right of the family tree
on the previous page] other than the year she was born (1760) and the year she
died (1836). I didn’t even know where she lived (although Fairfield County,
Connecticut, would have been a good guess). What was her ancestry? When did
her ancestors come to America? Where did they live before that? To whom are
we related via the Lyon family connection?
So after another few weeks of work, I now can tell her story. And it is a pretty
good one!
The Lyon Family in Fairfield, Connecticut
Lucy Lyon was descended from Richard Lyon Jr. (1624-1678), who was one of
three Lyon brothers who emigrated from Scotland in the late 1640’s. In 1907, a
book was published about this family, entitled Lyon Memorial, and of course, it
has been digitized and is available online:1
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The story of the three Lyon brothers (Henry, Thomas, and Richard Jr.) in the New
World begins with the execution (via beheading) of King Charles I in London,
England, on 30 January 1649 (although the Lyon Memorial book has it as 1648).
Charles I was the monarch of the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and
Ireland. The Lyon brothers were from Scotland, and were soldiers in Oliver
Cromwell’s army. After witnessing the execution of the English king, aware of the
unrest that would follow, and being supporters of Cromwell, they undoubtedly
figured that life would be better for them in the colonies.

Excerpt from p. 34 of Lyon Memorial.

The story of the three Lyon brothers witnessing the beheading of King Charles I
was retold recently in the book A MOST REMARKABLE FAMILY: A history of the
Lyon family From 1066 to 2014, written by Michael Hewitt:2
On a cold day on the thirtieth of January 1649 in London, an anonymous
executioner severed the head of King Charles I of England. The watching
crowds had very mixed feelings about this regicide, but Oliver Cromwell’s
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troops kept order, and eventually the crowd dispersed, stunned by this
momentous event in English history, which left the country in turmoil.
Amongst the crowd that day were a father of fifty-nine years and his three
sons. This moment in history was to change their lives. Who were this
family? Where had they come from? What would become of them? The
answer to these questions would lead us back to King Robert the Bruce of
Scotland, forward to our own Queen of the United Kingdom and the
Commonwealth, and would also greatly influence much of American
history. [Doesn’t he write well? I have this book on order, and I can’t wait
to read it. And did you see the teaser about the Queen of England?]
As an aside, here is a painting depicting the beheading of King Charles I3 –if you
look hard enough, you can almost see the three Lyon brothers:
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At any rate, Richard Lyon Jr. (our ancestor) fled from England in 1649 and settled
in Fairfield, Connecticut. Here is an excerpt about him from
TheLyonFamily.org.uk website:4
Richard Lyon Jr. 1624 - 1678
Richard Lyon Jr. (b. 1624) first settled in Fairfield County, Connecticut. He
was the youngest of the three brothers who escaped from England after the
execution of Charles I. It is said that they were more than just witnesses of
the execution as they were soldiers in Oliver Cromwell’s Model Army. It is
also said that Richard Jr. brought his sword with him to America.
Richard Jr. married Margaret (no maiden name known), they had 7 sons
and 4 daughters. All records state that Margaret was born in 1624 in
Fairfield, Connecticut, which was mainly occupied by Belgians, Dutch and
Germans at that time. The records also state that they were married in
1642 but as this Richard was in England at that time this was unlikely. It is
possible that Margaret was born and married in England and came with
Richard to Fairfield, Connecticut. Apart from information in his will, little is
known about Richard Jr., but that he fathered a large family and started a
dynasty, with hundreds of descendants still living today all over America
and Canada.
He settled in Fairfield, Fairfield County, Connecticut, and was made a
Freeman there in 1664; he was Commissioner for Fairfield in 1669 and at
his death in 1678 left an estate valued at £632 (a considerable amount at
that time).
During the Revolution, they [the descendants of Richard Lyon Jr.] were
mostly loyal to the cause of Independence. From Vermont, some of them
moved to Michigan – among these the Honorable Lucius Lyon, who
represented the new state of Michigan as a Senator in the Congress of 183739.
His [Richard’s] descendants settled in Fairfield, Redding, and neighboring
towns, extending gradually northward into Massachusetts and Vermont.

4

http://www.thelyonfamily.org.uk/richard.html

Richard Lyon Jr. was described in the Lyon Memorial book on p. 252:

Note the part about his participation in a witchcraft trial, as well as the reference
to another settler with the surname of Burr (our Burr ancestors lived in Fairfield,
Connecticut, in pre-revolutionary times).
Richard Lyon Jr. had a son named Richard Lyon III (1652-1740), and Richard III
had a son named Nathan (1703-1757). Nathan appears in the Lyon Memorial
book on p. 261:

Excerpt from p. 261 of Lyon Memorial.

Nathan Lyon (1703-1757) is buried in Christ Church Cemetery in Redding,
Fairfield County, Connecticut.5 The inscription on his gravestone reads:
Here lyes ye remains of
Mr. Nathan Lyon,
Who finished a Course
of Virtue & Piety, &
Exchanged this Life
for Immortality, Nov.
ye 21, 1757 in ye
54th year of his Age
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Nathan Lyon’s gravestone

One of Nathan’s sons was Joseph Lyon (1739-1818). Joseph married Lois Sanford
(1743-1769), and one of their daughters was Lucy Lyon, who married Samuel
Darling. And thus our connection to the Scottish immigrant Richard Lyon Jr. and
the beheading of King Charles I. Note that Samuel Darling was descended from
George Darling, the Scottish prisoner. So both Lucy Lyon and her husband Samuel
Darling had their roots in Scotland.
Joseph Lyon (1739-1818) was a Loyalist (on the side of the British king in preRevolutionary times), and sometime before the Revolutionary War, he fled to
Canada. He died in 1818 in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia. So while immigrant

Richard Jr.’s descendants “were mostly loyal to the cause of Independence”, our
ancestor Joseph clearly was an exception.
Recall that the three Lyon brothers who fled from England in 1649 were Henry,
Thomas, and Richard. Henry ended up being one of the founders of Newark, New
Jersey. A Founders’ Monument was erected in 1889 in Fairmount Cemetery in
Newark to commemorate Newark’s first settlers, many of whom were interred at
the Old Burying Ground on Broad Street and Branford Place. Henry Lyon’s name
appears on the plaque on this monument.

Founders’ Monument
Fairmount Cemetery
Newark, New Jersey

Henry served as Newark’s first treasurer (1668-73), first tavern keeper, and
Burner of Woods and Meadows (1673); he also served as town Fence Sitter
(1705).6 Among his lands was what became known as Lyon’s Farm in Newark
(remember Lyon’s Farm, it will come up again in this epistle).
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The Lyon Family in Scotland
It turns out that the Lyon family in Scotland were peers, with titles such as Lords
and Baronesses.
The Lyon family in Scotland descended from a French family called de Leon, who
came north with Edgar, son of Malcolm III, at the end of the eleventh century to
fight against his uncle, Donald Bane, the usurper of the throne. Edgar was
triumphant, and de Leon received lands in Perthshire, which were later called
Glen Lyon.7
The ancestral home of the Lyon family in Scotland was a castle in Glamys (also
spelled Glamis), and our Lyon ancestors included Sir John Lyon, 6th Lord of
Glamys, and his wife, Lady Janet Lyon, Baroness of Glamys.
Here is an excerpt from the Lyon Memorial book, dealing with the son of Sir John
Lyon, Knight of Glamys:
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Really amazing, eh? Here is a portrait of Lady Janet Keith Lyon, Baroness Glamis:

The Lyon Memorial book has a copy of the ancient seal of the Lyon family, taken
from a will in 1744, but claimed to date back to the seal used in 1314:

Taken from p. 79 in the Lyon Memorial book

Here are several photos of Glamis Castle, in Angus, Scotland:

Finally, here is a map showing the location of Glamis Castle, some 70 miles north
of Edinburgh:

Shakespeare’s Reference to Glamis
In the tragedy Macbeth, by William Shakespeare, Macbeth is a Scotsman and a
thane. [In the Middle Ages, areas of land would be ruled by kings who would
allow certain noblemen to own portions of the land in exchange for their military
service to the king. These noblemen were called thanes.] At the beginning of the
play, Macbeth is Thane of Glamis – Glamis being the name of the area he ruled
over.8 After his success in battle, Macbeth became Thane of Cawdor, as well.
“All hail Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis! All hail Macbeth! Hail to
thee, Thane of Cawdor! All hail Macbeth, that shalt be king hereafter!”
The Peerage of the Lyon Family in Scotland
The Peerage of England comprises all peerages created in the Kingdom of England
before the Act of Union in 1707. In that year, the Peerages of England and
Scotland were replaced by one Peerage of Great Britain. The ranks of the English
peerage are, in descending order, Duke, Marquess, Earl, Viscount, and Baron.
The title Earl of Kinghorne was created in the Peerage of Scotland in 1606 for
Patrick Lyon (1575-1616). In 1677, the designation of the earldom changed to
“Strathmore and Kinghorne”. The consort of any incumbent would be known as
the Countess of Strathmore and Kinghorne.
Aside from the Earldom, the Earl of Kinghorne holds the subsidiary titles, among
which are Viscount Lyon (created in 1677) and Lord Glamis (created in 1445).
The eldest son of the Earl of Kinghorne uses Lord Glamis as a courtesy title.
Guess Who Else is Descended from the 7th Lord Glamis and the Baroness
Glamis?
Earl John Lyon (1737-1776) was the 5th-great grandson of Sir John Lyon, 7th Lord
Glamis, and his wife Lady Janet Keith Lyon, Baroness Glamis. The Earl’s official
title was 9th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne. The Earl was famous for his
appearance; he was known as “the beautiful Lord Strathmore”:
“The late Earl of Strathmore was not calculated to make even a good
learned woman a pleasing husband. His Lordship’s pursuits were always
innocent and without the smallest guile, but they were not those of science
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or any other splendid quality. A sincere friend, a hearty Scotchman, and a
good bottle companion were points of his character.”

John Lyon and his wife, Mary Eleanor Bowes

In 1767, the 9th Earl of Strathmore married the heiress Mary Eleanor Bowes, and
as per the stipulations of the will of the father of the bride, assumed his wife’s
name of Bowes. This change of name required an Act of Parliament. One of their
sons was John Lyon-Bowes (1769-1820), 10th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne,
and another was Thomas Bowes-Lyon (1773-1846), 11th Earl of Strathmore and
Kinghorne.
Today, Michael Fergus Bowes-Lyon is the 18th Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne,
serving as Lord Glamis between 1972 and 1987. He lives in Glamis Castle, Angus,
Scotland. He is a British politician and soldier. He was educated at Eton, the
University of Aberdeen, and RMA Sandhurst. His eldest son is Simon Bowes-Lyon,
Lord Glamis (b. 1986).
Michael Fergus Bowes-Lyon is a first cousin, once removed, of Queen Elizabeth II.
He is a great-nephew of the late Queen Mother (1900-2002), whose birth name
was Elizabeth Angela Marguerite Bowes-Lyon. Do you get it? The “Quincy
Oakleys” are related to the Queen of England!!!!!
Sir John Lyon, 7th Lord Glamis, and his wife Lady Janet Keith Lyon, Baroness
Glamis, were my 10th-great grandparents. They also were the Queen Mother’s
10th-great grandparents. That means that I was an 11 th-cousin of the late Queen
Mother, and my daughters are 12th-cousins of Queen Elizabeth II, and my
grandchildren are 13th-cousins of Prince Charles. [Hopefully by now all of the
“Quincy Oakleys” can figure out their relationship with each of the British Royals.]
A family tree diagram showing my relationship with Queen Elizabeth II is on the
next page:

I previously mentioned the book A MOST REMARKABLE FAMILY: A history of the
Lyon family From 1066 to 2014, written by Michael Hewitt –the front cover of
this book features an aerial photo of Glamis Castle:

The Introduction includes:

As I wrote earlier, I had no idea what I would be getting into when I started
looking for Lucy Lyon’s ancestors!!
Another Branch of the Lyon Family in the Old World
As I traced the Lyon family in Scotland, I got to the grandparents of the three Lyon
brothers who immigrated to America – they were Sir William Lyon and Isabell
Wightman. One of their sons, Richard Lyon (1590-1678), was the father of the
immigrants. Another son, William Lyon II (1580-1634), ended up in London. He
had a son named William Lyon III (1620-1692), who married Sarah Ruggles
(1629-1689). William III and his wife Sarah immigrated to Roxbury,
Massachusetts, where they established a Massachusetts branch of the Lyon family
(I only mention this because I have DNA matches with descendants of William III
and Sarah).
Lyon Coat of Arms
Here are three different versions of the Lyon family coat of arms (family crest):

Bowes-Lyon Coat of Arms
When John Lyon married Mary Eleanor Bowes and changed his name to John
Bowes, he also had to change his Coat of Arms. Since his descendants were given
the hyphenated surname of Bowes-Lyon, the Coat of Arms became:

Ancestors of Lucy Lyon
With all of the information about the descendants of Richard Lyon Jr. in Fairfield
County, Connecticut, plus the Lyon family in Scotland, it was straightforward to
put together a complete family tree for Lucy Lyon (my 3 rd-great grandmother):

DNA Matches with Descendants of the Lyon Family
I searched my DNA matches on the Ancestry.com website for individuals who are
descended from the Lyon family in Scotland. The first two are descended from
the immigrant Richard Lyon Jr. (our ancestor). The first DNA match is with a man
having the username of 1820HOLMES:

As I have written in previous narratives, he and I are both descended from Samuel
Darling and his wife Lucy Lyon, so this one is a given:

The next DNA match is with D.F. (administered by M_Franta) and R.F.
(administered by M_Franta):

In looking at their pedigrees, it appears that R.F. is the daughter of D.F. (and their
surname is Franta). Their family tree goes back to Samuel Lyon (1688-1767):

This Samuel Lyon was the older brother of Lucy Lyon’s grandfather, Nathan Lyon
(1703-1757).
My next two DNA matches are with descendants of Thomas Lyon (1621-1690),
who was another of the three Lyon brothers who immigrated to America in 1649.
Thomas Lyon ended up living in Rye, Westchester County, New York.
The first of these DNA matches is with a woman with the username of
emeyer1869_1:

Her Lyon ancestors go back to Deborah Lyon (1660-1702):

Deborah Lyon was the daughter of immigrant Thomas Lyon (one of the three
Lyon brothers who came to America in 1649).
The other DNA match with the Thomas Lyon line is with a man having the
username of aaront180:

His Lyon family tree actually goes all the way back to Thomas Lyon himself:

We now come to my DNA matches with the third brother who immigrated to
America in 1649, and that is Henry Lyon (1625-1703). Recall that Henry was one
of the founders of Newark, New Jersey.

My first DNA match is with a woman having the username of jc_holmes:

Her Lyon family tree only goes back to Joseph Lyon (1702-??):

But at least he was living in Newark, New Jersey (and that is encouraging), so
Henry’s line was quite likely. It turns out that Joseph was the great-grandson of
the immigrant Henry Lyon:





Henry Lyon (1625-1703)
Samuel Lyon (1655-1707)
Joseph Lyon (1680-1726)
Joseph Lyon (1702-??)

My next DNA match in the Henry Lyon line is with a woman having the username
of G.F. (administered by 4fanfam):

Her family tree only went back to Jean Lyon (1704-1754):

It turns out that Jean’s father was John Isaac Lyon (1691-1764). John Isaac Lyon
was born in Newark, New Jersey (and, again, that is encouraging for the Henry
Lyon line). John Isaac’s father was Thomas Lyon, who was born in 1665 in
Fairfield, Connecticut. And, of course, HIS father was the immigrant Henry Lyon
(1625-1703).
The last DNA match with a descendant of the immigrant Henry Lyon is with a
woman having the username of corezfam:

Her Lyon family tree ends with Joanna Lyon (1695-1761):

But it showed that Joanna was born at Lyon Farm, which was Henry’s property
(as mentioned previously in this narrative, as I’m sure you will recall). It turns

out that Joanna’s father was Benjamin Lyon (1668-1720), and Benjamin Lyon was
Henry’s son.
DNA Matches with Descendants of the English Lyon Family
The paternal grandparents of the three Lyon brothers who immigrated to
America were William Lyon Sr. (1540-1624) and his wife Isabell Wightman
(1559-1593). Although William Lyon Sr. was a son of Sir John Lyon, 7 th Lord
Glamis, he wasn’t the first-born son, so he didn’t get the title of 8 th Lord Glamis. It
appears that he lived his life in London, England. William Lyon Sr.’s grandson,
William Lyon III (1620-1692), immigrated to American and settled in Roxbury,
Massachusetts.
My first DNA match with descendants of the “English” Lyon family is with a
woman having the username of CLynnColeman:

Her Lyon family tree goes all the way back to the immigrant William Lyon III
himself:

My next DNA match is with a woman having the username of KYAMF:

Her Lyon family tree goes back to Ephraim Lyon (1685-1727):

Since he was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, a connection to William Lyon III is
obvious. Sure enough, Ephraim’s father was Thomas Lyon (1648-1734), and
Thomas was a son of William Lyon III and his wife Sarah Ruggles.
Hang on – just two more DNA matches to go. The penultimate one is with a man
having the username of dwvinson67:

His family tree went back to Elisha Lyon (1720-1787):

Elisha’s Lyon line is as follows:






Elisha Lyon (1720-1787)
John Lyon III (1697-1784)
John Lyon II (1674-1703)
John Lyon I (1647-1702)
William Lyon III (1620-1692)

Another connection back to William Lyon III (1620-1692) and his wife Sarah
Ruggles (1629-1689).
And my very last DNA match with Lyon family descendants is with a woman
having the username of VirginiaMBairdNarofsky:

Her Lyon family tree is limited to just a single person (drum roll, please) –

Lucy Lyon (b. 1804):

So I’m concluding this narrative the way it started – looking into Lucy Lyon’s
ancestors! And this Lucy Lyon’s ancestors were easy to find on the Ancestry.com
website. I can trace her Lyon pedigree as:








Lucy Lyon (1804-1867)
Jonathan Lyon (1775-1860)
Simeon Lyon (1745-1802)
Jonathan Lyon (1709-1785)
Abiel Lyon (1680-1756)
Samuel Lyon (1650-1713) – born in Roxbury, Massachusetts
William Lyon III (1620-1692) – the immigrant

As an aside, Lucy Lyon died in 1867 in Howard County, Iowa, which is about 50
miles south of Rochester, Minnesota.
Concluding Remarks
When I decided to look into Lucy Lyon’s ancestors, I never in a million years
thought that I would find links to Macbeth, to Glamis Castle in Scotland, and to the
beheading of King Charles I in 1649. And finding out that the “Quincy Oakleys”
are related to the Queen of England – that is priceless! What an amazing story!
Also amazing are all of the DNA matches that I have with descendants of Sir John
Lyon, 7th Lord Glamis, and his wife, Lady Janet Keith Lyon, Baroness Glamis. I
wonder if I should send Queen Elizabeth II an e-mail note and ask her if she has
her DNA on the Ancestry.com website …

Addendum
When I am researching a new branch of the family tree, I end up with countless
pieces of paper (yes, I can do paper, too). Here is a photo of a couple of the pages
that I used when I was figuring my relationships with Lucy Lyon’s ancestors:

