Chapter 21
Our Warren Ancestors
Introduction
My paternal grandmother was Kate Cameron Burks (1873-1954). Kate’s mother
was Mary Jane Crawford (1837-1902), and Kate’s maternal grandmother was
Elmony Lester (1815-1855).1
Elmony Lester’s mother was Rachel West (1788-1860), and Rachel’s pedigree is
shown below:

Rachel’s mother was Rosanna Lewis (1752-1818) and her maternal grandmother
was Priscilla Brooks (1725-1797). Priscilla’s mother was Elizabeth Warren
(1703-1735). Elizabeth appears in the red rectangle in the lower-right corner of
the pedigree chart shown on the previous page. If you have counted the
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generations correctly, you should have figured out that Elizabeth Warren was my
6th-great grandmother.
Having nothing better to do one day, I decided to see how far back I could go on
the Warren line. And of course, that led to several weeks of research and writing
about this interesting branch of the “Quincy Oakley” family. The remainder of
this narrative is about our Warren ancestors, who lived in England for many
centuries, and before that, in France. And I learned that we have some amazing
ancestors in our Warren line!
DNA Evidence
Elizabeth Warren’s parents were Thomas Warren (1682-1749) and Mary
Hackley (1684-1750). In my earlier narrative about our Warner ancestors in
Virginia,2 I wrote that I had four DNA matches with living descendants of this
couple. Since that time, I learned about four more DNA matches that I have with
living descendants of this couple. These eight matches are shown in the
following two charts:
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I show these eight DNA matches to provide some genetic evidence to support my
genealogical connection back to my 7th-great grandfather, Thomas Warren.
The Immigrant Thomas Warren
Continuing back on the Warren line, Thomas Warren’s father was John R.
Warren (1635-1691), and he lived his entire life in Virginia. John Warren’s father
was named Thomas Warren, and he immigrated to Virginia when he was a
teenager. He was born on 25 May 1604 in Poynton, Stockport, Cheshire, England,
and he died on 20 December 1677 in James City, Surry, Virginia. Thomas Warren
secured passage to Virginia by becoming an indentured servant of Robert
Greenleafe and his wife Susan. Ship records show that Robert Greenleafe, age 43,
an “ancient planter” and his much younger wife Susan, age 23, together with their
two young children, Thomas, age 3, and Anne, age 22 months, landed in Virginia
aboard the ship Jonathan in the year 1624.
Robert Greenleafe actually first arrived in Virginia in 1610. He made several
Atlantic crossings, each voyage lasting approximately three months. Ship
passenger lists show that he made this treacherous voyage again in 1618 and
1620. The promise of land and a new life with freedoms unrealized in England
brought many thousands of desperate people to Virginia. The price of the voyage
could be had by becoming an indentured servant, agreeing to work for a new
landowner for a prescribed number of years.

After Robert Greenleafe (the “ancient planter”) died, Thomas Warren married his
widow, Susan, in 1634. The Virginia Land Patent records of 1635 show that
Thomas Warren and his wife Susan Greenleafe Warren, “relict of Robert
Greenleafe”, were deeded 300 acres of land between them in Charles City County,
Virginia. [The word “relict” ˈrelikt/ is a noun that in the past was used as a
synonym for “widow”.] If you have been paying close attention, you will have
realized that Susan was born in 1601 and Robert was born in 1604, so she was
older than he was. I guess after having a first husband who was twenty years
older than she was, she must have decided to go for a younger man for her
second husband….
According to one narrative about Thomas Warren: “We don’t know what became
of these two young children [from Susan Greenleafe Warren’s first marriage], as
they are not listed on subsequent census records. Many settlers, especially the
young, died of smallpox or other diseases, starvation, and hardships untold.”
As mentioned above, Thomas Warren and Susan Greenleafe were married in
1634 and had a son (our ancestor), John R. Warren, who was born in 1635.
Going Back on the Warren Line to England
As I was working my way back on the Warren line, I noticed that several of our
Warren ancestors in England had the title of Sir, including Sir Edward Warren
(1563-1609) and his grandfather, Sir Edward Warren (1498-1558). I decided
that I should spend some time investigating our Warren ancestors who lived in
England.
I Googled warren family history and I found a website with the name
WarrenFamilyHistory.com. This site has a fascinating history of a branch of the
Warren family in England.3 Here is a brief summary from that website:
The Warren Family from England to Alabama, 1066-2011
[Edited for clarity and brevity]
William the Conqueror married Matilda, daughter of Baldwin V, Earl of
Flanders, and granddaughter of Robert, King of France. Their youngest
daughter, Gundreda, married William de Warenne, Earl of Warren, in
Normandy, France. William de Warenne later was named the first Earl of
Surrey by King William II of England.
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William de Warrenne stands out in history as the potent young Norman
noble who accompanied William the Conqueror to England, and having
distinguished himself at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, obtained an
immense portion of the public spoliation.
Foster, in his Royal Lineage of England, shows that Matilda, daughter of
Baldwin V, Earl of Flanders, was descended both from Alfred the Great,
King of England, and from Charlemagne, the first Holy Roman Emperor.
Playfair, in his British Baronetage, also states that the family of Warren are
lineal descendants in a direct male line from Charlemagne.
By marriage, the family of Warren can trace their descent from Hugh Capet,
as William de Warenne, second Earl of Warren and Surrey, married Isabel,
daughter of Hugh the Great, Earl of Vermandois, and brother of Philip, King
of France. Hugh the Great’s father was Henry, his grandfather was Robert,
and his great-grandfather was Hugh Capet – all kings of France. This much,
Watson says, was “in a high degree honorable to the family of Warren, as it
connected them with the blood-royal of France, as before they had been
with the blood-royal of England.”
Could it be that our Warren line goes back to William de Warenne, the first Earl
of Warren? I next traced Thomas Warren (the immigrant) through multiple
generations in England.
John D. Newport has an incredibly complete Warren family tree on the
Ancestry.com website.4 Based on his family tree, here is the line for our branch
of the family, going back twenty generations, starting with Thomas Warren, the
immigrant, who was my 9th-great grandfather:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
4

Thomas Warren (1604–1677)
Sir Edward Warren (1563–1609)
John Warren (1535–1587)
Sir Edward Warren (1498–1558)
Laurence Warren (1481–1530)
Sir John Warren (1461–1518)
Sir Lawrence Warren of Poynton (1431–1474)
John V Warren (1414–1475)
Sir Lawrence Warren of Poynton & Stockport (1394–1443)
Sir Nicholas Warren of Poynton & Stockport (1378–1413)
Sir John Warren of Poynton & Stockport (1343–1387)
Sir Edward Warren of Poynton & Stockport (1315–1368)

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/88249968/

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

John de Warenne, 7th Earl of Surrey (1286–1347)
William de Warenne, Earl of Surrey (1255–1286)
John de Warenne, 6th Earl of Surrey (1231–1304)
William de Warenne, 5th Earl of Surrey (1166–1240)
Isabel (Isabella) de Warenne Countess of Surrey (1137–1199)
William III de Warenne, 3rd Earl of Surrey (1110–1148)
William II de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey (1081–1138)
William de Warenne, 1st Earl of Surrey (1055–1088)

This is it! William de Warenne was born in 1055 in Bellencombre, SeineMaritime, Haute-Normandie, France, and he died on 24 June 1088 in Lewes, East
Sussex, England. This is the fellow who fought alongside William the Conqueror
in the Battle of Hastings in 1066! And he was my 28th-great grandfather!
William de Warenne’s wife was Gundred (Gundreda), Princess of England (10631085). Gundred’s father was William the Conqueror (1024-1087) and her
mother was Matilda, Countess of England (1031-1083). Oh my! Our Warren line
really does go back to William the Conqueror! And this makes William the
Conqueror my 29th-great grandfather. By now, I hope that all the “Quincy
Oakley” family members reading this treatise can figure out their relationship to
William the Conqueror.
The History of Normandy, France
Allow me to digress and go into some European history. The name Normandy
originally comes from the word for “northman” (i.e., Viking) in several
Scandinavian languages. Normandy is a region of northern France, shown in red
in the map of France at the left below; the green map on the right below shows
more detail about the cities of Normandy:

During the 8th and 9th centuries, attracted by the riches of the province with
which they had often traded, Vikings ventured south in their longboats each
summer from their Scandinavian homelands to raid the monasteries and towns,
reaching Paris in 845. After a few years, they began to winter in the region, and
by 911, the Viking leader Rollon (846 – 932), Count of Rouen,5 was powerful
enough to force King Charles III “the Simple” of France to sign a treaty ceding
part of the province to him. The region took the name of Normandy, the country
of the Northmen.

Rollon on the Six Dukes of Normandy statue in the
town square in Falaise, Calvados, Normandy, France

In the following century and a half, Rollon and his successors, by then converted
to Christianity and nominal vassals of the French king, expanded their domains
by conquest until they ruled roughly the area of today’s Normandy. Rollon’s
grandson Richard I took the title of Duke of Normandy.
Robert I (aka Robert the Magnificent, 1000-1035) was the Duke of Normandy
and a 2nd-great grandson of Rollon.

5Rouen

is a port on the river Seine and capital of the northern French region Haute-Normandie – shown in the
green map on the previous page.

Robert the Magnificent on the Six Dukes of Normandy statue
in the town square in Falaise, Calvados, Normandy, France

In 1028, Robert I fathered a son named William with his mistress, Herleva. This
child was referred to as William the Bastard, since his father hadn’t married his
mother.
In 1035, with the death of Robert I, Duke of Normandy, the title of Duke passed to
his illegitimate son William, then eight years old. William quickly learned the
arts of war and politics in the violent society of 11 th century Normandy. Knighted
by the French king Henri I at the age of fifteen, a few years later he was
successfully leading his troops to put down rebellions and invasions, supported
militarily by King Henri I and politically by the Pope.
William married Matilda of Flanders (1031-1083), consolidating his rule over the
northern parts of France.6 At that time, Flanders – the Dutch-speaking northern
portion of Belgium – extended west (into what is now France) to the Straight of
Dover. As a niece and granddaughter of kings of France (I’ll come back to this),
Matilda was of grander birth than William, who was illegitimate; according to
some historical documents, she initially refused his proposal on this account. She
eventually accepted his proposal, and she was about twenty years old when they
married in 1051; William was some three years older, and had been Duke of
Normandy since he was about eight.
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Matilda of Flanders

When King Edward the Confessor of England died in 1066 leaving no heirs,
several rivals, including William the Bastard (aka William, Duke of Normandy),
appeared to claim the throne of England. William’s great aunt Emma was King
Edward’s mother, wife of Ethelred the Unready [isn’t that a great name!].
William claimed that Edward, while in exile in Normandy, had promised him the
throne. However, Edward’s will named Harold, Earl of Wessex, as his successor.
As the new king, Harold raised an army and a fleet to defend the coastline from
the unsuccessful claimants – primarily William, Duke of Normandy.
William assembled a force of 600 ships and 7000 men at St. Valéry sur Somme (a
port on the English Channel in France, at the mouth of the mouth of the river
Somme), and after some weeks delay due to bad weather, he set forth for
England with his army in his Viking longboats to meet King Harold’s forces, who
had marched south in England to oppose him. The decisive Battle of Hastings, in
which Harold’s forces were defeated after a day-long struggle, established
William as King of England and founded the Norman lineage that dominated both
sides of the English Channel until the 13th century. So in 1066, William the
Conqueror became the first Norman king of England, taking on the title William I.
And William the Conqueror was my 29th-great grandfather! If you are counting,
Rollo was the 3rd-great-grandfather of William the Conqueror, making him my
34th-great grandfather.

William the Conqueror

Statue of William the Conqueror
at Falaise, France

William the Conqueror’s grave at
Abbaye-aux-Hommes, Caen, France

William de Warenne – the First Warren in England
Our Warren ancestor (and my 28th-great grandfather), William de Warenne
(1027-1088), began his life in France, where he held the title Earl of Warren in
Normandy. He married Gundreda (or Gundred), who was a daughter of William
the Conqueror (1024–1087), the first Norman king of England. William de
Warenne later moved to England and was named the first Earl of Surrey by King

William II of England (King William II was commonly known as William Rufus or
William the Red, perhaps because of his red-faced appearance). Subsequently, a
long line of Warren males in England held the title of Earl of Surrey. More about
the Earls of Surry below.
The Origin of the Warren Name
Excerpt from The Warren Family from England to Alabama, 1066-20117
The name Warren is derived from Garenne or de Varenne, a small river in
the old country of Calais or Caux, in Normandy, France, which gave its
name to the neighboring commune. There is at present a village called
Garenne (now Bellencombre) in the same district, and it is here we place
the cradle of this ancient family. On the West Side of the river de Varenne,
on a small eminence, was built the Castle of Bellencombre, which was the
ancient baronial seat of the de Warennes. In the early part of 19 th century,
a bronze casting of 13th-century date, with the badge or crest of the
Warren family, was found among the rubble of the castle as the flints and
dressed stones were being quarried for the general construction in the
village.

13th-Century bronze casting, with the badge or crest of the Warren family
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The Earldom of Surrey
The Earldom of Surrey was first created in 1088 for William de Warenne, as a
reward for loyal service to William during the Conquest.8 He received the
lordship of Reigate Castle in Surrey, but also had holdings in twelve other
counties. Perhaps because he held little property in Surrey, the earldom came to
be more commonly called “of Warenne”. The title Earl of Surrey was held by
William de Warenne’s son and grandson (our ancestors), both also named
William, and then by the husbands of Isabel (Isabella), daughter of the third
William de Warenne. The first of these was William of Blois, son of King Stephen,
and the second was Hamelin, half-brother of King Henry II. Hamelin took the de
Warenne surname, and a son, grandson, and great-great-grandson of Hamelin
and Isabella subsequently held the earldom (and all of them were in our
ancestral line back to the first William de Warenne).
House of Capet
William de Warenne (1081-1138), 2nd Earl of Surry, married Elizabeth (Elisabeth
or also Isabel) of Vermandois ( -1131). She was the third daughter of Hugh the
Great (Hugh Magnus) and Adelaide of Vermandois. She first was married to
Robert de Beaumont, 1st Earl of Leicester, and after his death, she married
William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey. According to Wikipedia, she is the
ancestress of hundreds of well-known families down to the present time. With
her second husband, William de Warenne, she had a son, also named William de
Warenne, who eventually became the 3rd Earl of Surrey.
She was descended from a line of French kings going back to Hugh Capet. And
according to my calculation, Elizabeth of Vermandois was my 27 th-great
grandmother.
Hugh Capet (941–996) was the first King of the Franks of the House of Capet
from his election in 987 until his death. He succeeded the last Carolingian king,
Louis V. He was the first of a direct line of fourteen Capetian kings of France. The
Capetian dynasty derived its name from his nickname (Latin capa, “cape”).
Hugh Capet was born into a well-connected and powerful family with many ties
to the royal houses of France and Germany. Hugh Capet was the son of Hugh the
Great, Duke of the Franks, and Hedwige of Saxony, daughter of the German king
Henry the Fowler.
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Through his mother, Hugh was the nephew to: Otto I, Holy Roman Emperor;
Henry I, Duke of Bavaria; Bruno the Great, Archbishop of Cologne; and finally,
Gerberga of Saxony, Queen of France. Gerberga was the wife of Louis IV, King of
France and mother of Lothair of France and Charles, Duke of Lower Lorraine.
His paternal family, the Robertians, were powerful landowners in the Île-deFrance. His grandfather had been King Robert I. King Odo was his grand-uncle
and King Rudolph was his uncle by affinity (by marriage).
After Hugh Capet’s death, his son Robert (972-1031) became King Robert II. He
was called the Pious (French: le Pieux) or the Wise (French: le Sage), and he was
King of the Franks from 996 until his death. The second reigning member of the
House of Capet, he was born in Orléans to Hugh Capet and Adelaide of Aquitaine.
He tried to marry Bertha, daughter of Conrad of Burgundy, around the time of his
father’s death. She was the widow of Odo I of Blois, but she was also Robert’s
cousin. For reasons of consanguinity, Pope Gregory V refused to sanction the
marriage, and Robert was excommunicated. After long negotiations with
Gregory’s successor, Sylvester II, the marriage was annulled.

Painting of Robert II’s excommunication by Jean-Paul Laurens, 1875.

Robert’s son Henry I (1008–1060) was the King of the Franks from 1031 to his
death. The royal demesne of France reached its smallest size during his reign,
and for this reason he is often seen as emblematic of the weakness of the early
Capetians.
One of Henry’s sons was Hugh (1057-1101), called Hugh the Great (Latin Hugo
Magnus). Hugh was a younger brother of King Philip I. He held the title Count of
Vermandois. His nickname Magnus (greater or elder) is probably a bad
translation into Latin of a French nickname, le Maisné, meaning “the younger”,
referring to Hugh as younger brother of the King of France. Hugh was one of the
knightly leaders of the First Crusade in 1096.

The Four Leaders of the First Crusade
Painting by Alphonse de Neuville

And Hugh the Great, Count of Vermandois, was the father of Elizabeth of
Vermandois, who married William de Warenne, 2 nd Earl of Surrey. This would
mean that Hugh the Great (Hugo Magnus) was my 28th-great grandfather, and
Hugh Capet, the first Capetian king, was my 31st-great grandfather.
Hamelin de Warren, Earl of Surrey
I mentioned Hamelin in a previous section, and here the story only gets more
interesting (if that is possible). Geoffrey V (aka Geoffrey Plantagenet, 11131151) was the Count of Anjou, Touraine, and Maine (areas of France) by
inheritance from 1129 and then Duke of Normandy by conquest from 1144.9
Geoffrey V was married to Empress Matilda,10 daughter and heiress of King
Henry I of England, and they had a son named Henry, who succeeded to the
English throne as King Henry II (1154-1189) and founded the Plantagenet
dynasty. Henry II married Eleanor of Aquitaine, and their son was Richard I (aka
Richard the Lionheart).
The name Plantagenet (plan-TAJ-ə-nət) was taken from Geoffrey’s epithet,11
which (obviously) was Plantagenet. This name came from the yellow sprig of
broom blossom (genêt is the French name for the planta genista, or broom
shrub) that he wore in his hat.
In addition to having a “legitimate” son who became King Henry II of England,
Geoffrey V also had illegitimate children by an unknown mistress (or mistresses):
a son named Hamelin (1129-1202) and daughters named Emme and Mary.
Adelaide of Angers was most likely the mother of Hamelin. Emme married
Dafydd Ab Owain Gwynedd, Prince of North Wales, and Mary became a nun and
Abbess of Shaftesbury (and she may have been the poetess Marie de France).
Since Geoffrey V was the father of both King Henry II and Hamelin, Hamelin was a
half-brother of King Henry II, and a “half-uncle” to King Richard I.
And getting back to the Warrens and the Earl of Surry, Hamelin Plantagenet
married into the de Warenne family – his wife was Isabel (Isabelle) de Warenne
(1136-1203). According to Wikipedia, “King Henry II arranged for him to marry
one of the wealthiest heiresses in England, Isabel de Warenne, 4th Countess of
Surrey, the widow of William of Blois.” Hamelin Plantagenet took on his wife’s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Plantagenet,_Count_of_Anjou
This is a DIFFERENT Matilda than the woman of the same name who was married to William the Conqueror.
11 An epithet is a byname, or a descriptive term (word or phrase), accompanying or occurring in place of a name
and having entered common usage. It can be described as a glorified nickname. It can also be a descriptive title:
for example, Alexis the Quiet or Suleiman the Magnificent.
9
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family name when they married, so after their marriage, he became Hamelin de
Warenne, Earl of Surrey. Their son, William de Warenne, 5 th Earl of Surrey
(1166–1240), was our ancestor (and my 24th-great grandfather).
This means that Hamelin was our ancestor, as was his father, Geoffrey V (aka
Geoffrey Plantagenet). Geoffrey’s father, Fulk the Younger, held the title of Count
of Anjou. He led a Crusade to the Holy Land and was named the King of
Jerusalem. Seriously, I’m not making this up!
Fulk the Younger, Count of Anjou
Fulk V (1089/92–1143), also known as Fulk the Younger, was the Count of Anjou
(one of the regions of France) from 1109 to 1129 and the King of Jerusalem from
1131 to his death in 1143.12 During his reign, the kingdom of Jerusalem reached
its largest territorial extent.
Fulk became Count of Anjou upon his father’s death in 1109. In the next year, he
married Ermengarde of Maine (another county in France). One of their children
was Geoffrey V (aka Geoffrey Plantagenet).
Here let me digress briefly and mention the Crusades, which were a series of
Papal-sanctioned military campaigns that began in the late 11 th-century. They
commenced with a call to arms by Pope Urban II, who was responding to a
request for military support for the Byzantine Empire. One of Urban’s stated
aims was to guarantee pilgrims access to the holy sites in the Holy Land that
were under Muslim control. One of the crusades was led by our ancestor Fulk V
of Anjou between 1120 and 1129.
By 1127, Fulk was preparing to return from the Holy Land to Anjou, France,
when King Baldwin II of Jerusalem asked him to marry his daughter, Melisende.
Baldwin II had no male heirs, and he had already designated his daughter
Melisende to succeed him. Baldwin II wanted to safeguard his daughter’s
inheritance by marrying her to a powerful lord. Fulk V was a wealthy crusader
and experienced military commander, and a widower. Fulk held out for better
terms than mere consort of the Queen; he wanted to be king alongside Melisende.
Baldwin II, reflecting on Fulk’s fortune and military exploits, acquiesced. Fulk
abdicated his county seat of Anjou to his son Geoffrey V and he married
Melisende in Jerusalem on 2 June 1129.
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Fulk V marries Queen Melisende

Upon Baldwin II’s death in 1131, Fulk and Melisende became joint rulers of
Jerusalem, with Fulk having the title King of Jerusalem.

Coronation of Fulk in Jerusalem

In 1143, while the king and queen were on holiday in Acre,13 Fulk was killed in a
hunting accident. His horse stumbled, fell, and Fulk’s skull was crushed by the
saddle, “and his brains gushed forth from both ears and nostrils”, as William of
Tyre described it. He lay unconscious for three days before he died. He was
buried in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Fulk was survived by
his son Geoffrey V of Anjou by his first wife, Ermengarde, and Baldwin III and
Amalric I by his second wife, Melisende.

Acre (/ˈɑːkər/ or /ˈeɪkər/, Hebrew:  )ﬠַכּוֹis a city in the northern coastal plain region of the Northern District,
Israel, at the northern extremity of Haifa Bay. Acre is one of the oldest sites in the world.
13

According to William, Fulk was “a ruddy man, like David... faithful and gentle,
affable and kind... an experienced warrior full of patience and wisdom in military
affairs.” His chief fault was an inability to remember names and faces.
So on the Hamelin de Warenne line, the “Quincy Oakleys” are descended from the
Fulk the Younger, King of Jerusalem! According to my calculations, he was my
27th-great grandfather.
More about our Fulk Ancestors
I told Rich Bressler, one of my golfing buddies at the Champaign Country Club,
about my ancestor, Fulk the Younger, who was the King of Jerusalem. Rich is an
avid history buff (and author of a book14 about Frederick II, the Holy Roman
Emperor), and he said that what I really needed to do was go back several more
generations to Fulk the Black, who was “very interesting” and “very evil”.
Well, Fulk the Younger (Fulk V) was the son of Count Fulk IV of Anjou.15 Fulk IV
(1043-1109), called le Réchin, was the Count of Anjou from 1068 until his death.
The nickname by which he is usually referred has no certain translation.
Philologists have made numerous very different suggestions, including
“quarreler”, “rude”, “sullen”, “surly” and “heroic”.
Fulk IV (le Réchin) was the younger son of Geoffrey II, Count of Gâtinais, and his
wife Ermengarde of Anjou. And Ermengarde was a daughter of Fulk III, Count of
Anjou.
Fulk III (970-1040) or “Fulk the Black” (aka Foulque Nerra, Foulques Nerra, Fulk
Nerra, and Fulk the Butcher) – known in English as Fulk III of Anjou – was an
early Count of Anjou celebrated as one of the first great builders of medieval
castles. He constructed an estimated one hundred of them, along with abbeys,
across the Loire Valley in what is now France. He fought successive wars with
neighbors in Brittany, Blois, Poitou and Aquitaine, and traveled four times to
Jerusalem on pilgrimage during the course of his life. He was married twice and
he had three children.16
Fulk III finished his first castle at Langeais, on the banks of the Loire, in 994. Like
many of his constructions, it began as a wooden tower, and was eventually
replaced with a stone structure, fortified with exterior walls, and equipped with a
http://www.amazon.com/Frederick-II-Richard-D-Bressler/dp/1594161097
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulk_IV,_Count_of_Anjou
16 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulk_III,_Count_of_Anjou
14
15

thick-walled tower called a donjon in French (source of the English dungeon,
which however implies a cellar, rather than a tower).
Foulque continued building more towers in a slow encirclement of Tours:17
Montbazon, Montrésor, Mirebeau, Montrichard, Loches, and even the tower of
Montboyau, erected just across the Loire from Tours in 1016. He also fortified
the castles at Angers, Amboise, Chateau-Gontier, Chinon, Mayenne and
Semblançay, among many others. “The construction of castles for the purpose of
extending a ruler’s power was part of Fulk Nerra’s strategy,” wrote Peter Fraser
Purton, in A History of Medieval Siege, c. 450-1220.
Fulk III was also a devout Christian, and built, enlarged or endowed several
abbeys and monasteries, such as the Abbey of Beaulieu-les-Loches, Saint-Florentle-Vieil, Saint-Aubin, and a convent, Notre Dame de la Charité at Ronceray in
Angers. Although he never learned to write, he endowed a school with revenue
to provide poor students with an education. Foulque also undertook four
pilgrimages to Jerusalem.
Fulk III was the son of Geoffrey I of Anjou and his wife Adélaide of Vermandois.

Fulk III, Count of Anjou
aka Fulk the Black

Tours (French pronunciation: [tuʁ]) is a city located in the center-west of France. It is the largest city in the
Centre-Val de Loire region of France.
17

The Château de Loches is a castle located in the département of Indre-et-Loire in
the Loire valley in France; it was constructed during the time of Fulk III. Built
some 1,600’ above the Indre River, the huge castle, famous mostly for its massive
square keep, dominates the town of Loches.

Château de Loches

The keep at Loches, viewed from the inner courtyard. Standing 121 feet high
today, it was originally even taller – possibly reaching 135 feet in total.

Fulk ruled Anjou for 53 years. He was both cruel and devotional, and had a
violent and pious temperament. He was partial to acts of extreme cruelty and
penitence. A temperamental, passionate and unbalanced character, his most
heinous act was having his first wife (and cousin), Elisabeth of Vendôme, burned
at the stake in her wedding dress, after discovering her with a goatherder in
December 999. When Fulk came into conflict with the Counts of Rennes, he
conquered and slew Conan I of Rennes (his brother-in-law) at the Battle of
Conquereuil on 27 June 992. He then extended his power over the Counties of
Maine and Touraine. Fulk was an old man when he decided to make his last
pilgrimage, to atone for his sins. He died at Metz, while on pilgrimage.
A writer said of Fulk III that “he was a plunderer, murderer, robber, and swearer
of false oaths, a truly terrifying character of fiendish cruelty, who founded not
one but two large abbeys [go figure!]. This Fulk was filled with unbridled
passion, a temper directed to extremes. Whenever he had the slightest difference
with a neighbor he rushed upon his lands, ravaging, pillaging, raping, and killing.
Nothing could stop him, least of all the commandments of God.”
And to think – Fulk the Black was my 30th-great grandfather!

Charlemagne, the Holy Roman Emperor
Allow me to return to Matilda of Flanders one more time. Recall that she was the
short woman who was married to William the Conqueror; she was the
granddaughter of Robert II, King of France, and the great-granddaughter of Hugh
Capet, King of Franks. Her ancestry goes back to Charlemagne, the first Holy
Roman Emperor, as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Matilda of Flanders
Adela of France
Robert II of France
Hugh Capet
Hugh the Great
Béatrice of Vermandois
Herbert I, Count of Vermandois
Pepin, Count of Vermandois
Bernard of Italy, King of the Lombards
Pepin of Italy, King of the Lombards
Charlemagne

Charlemagne (742-814), also known as Charles the Great or Charles I, was King
of the Franks.18 He united most of Western Europe during the early Middle Ages
and laid the foundations for modern France and Germany. He took the Frankish
throne in 768 and became King of Italy in 774. In 800, he became the first Holy
Roman Emperor – the first recognized emperor in Western Europe since the fall
of the Western Roman Empire three centuries earlier. The expanded Frankish
state that Charlemagne founded was called the Carolingian Empire.

Diachronic map of the Frankish kingdom, Francia or Frankia,
also called the Kingdom of the Franks.

Charlemagne was the oldest son of Pepin the Short and Bertrada of Laon. He
became king in 768 following the death of his father. Charlemagne reached the
height of his power in 800 when he was crowned Holy Roman Emperor by Pope
Leo III on Christmas Day at Old St. Peter’s Basilica.
Charlemagne has been called the “Father of Europe”, as he united most of
Western Europe for the first time since the Roman Empire. His rule spurred the
Carolingian Renaissance, a period of energetic cultural and intellectual activity
within the Western Church.
Charlemagne died in 814, having ruled as emperor for just over thirteen years.
He was laid to rest in his imperial capital of Aachen in what is today Germany.
18

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlemagne

In 772, when Pope Adrian I was threatened by invaders, King Charlemagne
rushed to Rome to provide assistance. Shown here, the pope asks Charlemagne
for help at a meeting near Rome.

So the “Quincy Oakleys” are descended from Charlemagne. If I have counted
correctly, Charlemagne was my 40th-great grandfather.

Alfred the Great
Matilda of Flanders, who was the wife of William the Conqueror, was descended
on her father’s side from King Alfred the Great of England.19 Here is her line,
going back to Alfred the Great:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Matilda of Flanders (1031-1083)
Baldwin V, “the Pious,” Count of Flanders (1012-1067)
Baldwin IV, “the Bearded,” Count of Flanders (980-1035)
Arnolph II, Count of Flanders (961-988)
Baldwin III, Count of Flanders (940-962)
Arnolph I the Great of Flanders ( -965)
AEfthryth (♀) ( -929)
Alfred the Great (849 – 899)

19 http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~hubbard/ROYALS_Hutchinson.html

Alfred the Great (849 – 899) (Old English: Ælfrēd, Ælfrǣd, “elf counsel” or “wise
elf”) was King of Wessex from 871 to 899.
Alfred successfully defended his kingdom against the Viking attempt at conquest,
and by the time of his death, he had become the dominant ruler in England. He is
one of only two English monarchs to be given the epithet “the Great”, the other
being the Scandinavian Cnut the Great. He was also the first King of the West
Saxons to style himself “King of the Anglo-Saxons”. A devout Christian, Alfred
had a reputation as a learned and merciful man of a gracious and level-headed
nature who encouraged education and improved his kingdom’s legal system,
military structure and his people’s quality of life.

Hamo Thornycroft's statue of
King Alfred the Great in Winchester, Hampshire, England

So this means that King Alfred the Great was my 36th-great grandfather!
William Burr Oakley and Normandy
I would be remiss if I didn’t mention another link of the “Quincy Oakley” family to
Normandy, France. My Uncle Bill Oakley (William Burr Oakley, 1903-1985)
served in the US Navy in World War II, and he was the pilot of a landing craft on

the beach in Normandy, France, shortly after D-Day on 6 June 1944. Here is a
photo of a landing craft on Omaha Beach:

Normandy Invasion, June 1944. USS LST-21 unloads British Army tanks and trucks onto a
“Rhino” barge during the early hours of the invasion, June 6, 1944.

Bill Oakley joined the US Navy on 13 February 1943 as a petty officer. From his
grandson Mark Eidem: “As I remember the story, he drove (piloted) LST’s.
Though now that I see that he was a machinist’s mate, I could be wrong. I do not
believe he was involved on D-Day June 6 but was involved the days after ferrying
supplies and I presume additional troops to the beaches of Normandy.”

Summary
I realize that all of the relationships described in this missive might be difficult to
keep straight, so I created a summary diagram, showing the key players.

I can trace my Warren line back to my 9th-great grandfather, Thomas Warren
(1604-1677), who left England and immigrated to Virginia. In England, the
Warren line goes back to William de Warenne, 5th Earl of Surrey (1166-1240).
His parents were Hamelin Plantagenet (later Hamelin de Warenne) and Isabella

de Warenne. Hamelin’s father, Geoffrey V of Anjou, was the father of King Henry
II. And Geoffrey’s father was Fulk the Younger, King of Jerusalem. And Fulk the
Younger’s great-grandfather was Fulk the Black.
Isabella de Warenne was descended from a line going back to William de
Warenne, 1st Earl of Surrey. This William married Gundreda, who was the
youngest daughter of William the Conqueror (aka King William I) and his wife
Matilda of Flanders. William the Conqueror was a Norman who was a direct
descendant of Rollon, Count of Rouen. And Matilda of Flanders was descended
on her father’s side from King Alfred the Great, and on her mother’s side from
Hugh Capet and Robert II (French kings) and Charlemagne, the Holy Roman
Emperor.
Finally, William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey, married Elizabeth de
Vermandois, who was descended from Frankian kings Hugh Capet, Robert II, and
Henry I. In looking at the chart, it appears that William and Elizabeth were
second-cousins.
Concluding Remarks
In this narrative, I have shown how the “Quincy Oakleys” are descended from:











Charlemagne, the Holy Roman Emperor
King Alfred the Great
Rollon, Count of Rouen
William the Conqueror, King of England
Matilda of Flanders, Queen of England
Fulk the Younger, the King of Jerusalem
Fulk the Black, the builder of medieval castles
King Robert II of France
Hugh Capet (the first Capetian king of France)
a long line of Earls of Surrey

I honestly don’t think I’ll be able to top this one in the future.
And ultimately, Thomas Warren (1604-1677) emigrated from England and
settled in America. His grandson, also named Thomas Warren (1682-1749),
married Mary Hackley (1684-1750), and I have DNA matches with eight living
descendants of this couple. Fast forward through another five generations, and
we have Elmony Lester, who married Daniel Crawford, and they were the

parents of Mary Jane Crawford, who married James Alfred Burks; Mary Jane and
James Alfred are buried in Quincy, Illinois.
The Warren branch of the “Quincy Oakley” family has been fascinating to
investigate, since in researching all of our historic ancestors, I was able to read
about the Vikings invading France, the Norman Conquest, medieval castles, the
Crusades, and the Capet Dynasty. Not to mention mistresses and illegitimate
children – oh my!
And finally, we can trace the name Warren back to a river in France. How cool!
Appendix 1: Warren Family Coat of Arms
For completeness, here are various versions of the de Warenne and Warren
family Coat of Arms:

Coat of Arms of de Warenne

Versions of the Warren Family Coat of Arms

Appendix 2: Lewes Priory
Sometime between 1078 and 1082, William de Warenne and his wife Gundreda
(Gundred) traveled to Rome, visiting monasteries along the way. In Burgundy,
they were unable to go any further due to a war between Emperor Henry IV and
Pope Gregory VII. They visited Cluny Abbey and were impressed with the monks
and their dedication. William and Gundred decided to found a Cluniac20 priory
on their own lands in England. William restored buildings for an abbey. They
sent to Hugh, the abbot of Cluny, for monks to come to England at their
monastery. At first Hugh was reluctant, but he finally sent several monks,
including Lazlo, who was to be the first abbot. The house they founded was
Lewes Priory, dedicated to St. Pancras, the first Cluniac priory in England. 21

The remains of Lewes Priory

William was mortally wounded at the First Siege of Pevensey Castle and died 24
June 1088 at Lewes, Sussex, and was buried next to his wife Gundred at the
chapter house of Lewes Priory, which was then a wooden structure. Later the
monks erected a magnificent church almost equal in size to Westminster Abby on
the site of the old one. The Priory was dedicated to St. Pancras and for the next
450 years became the most important Cluniac house in Britain and Europe.
The bones of the William and his wife Gundreda were taken up and placed in two
small leaden coffers which had been made for their reception, and were reinterred in the new church. Here they remained undisturbed for centuries.
Meantime the priory had been systematically demolished by Thomas Cromwell
in 1537. In 1845, while cutting the Lewes and Brighkton railway through the site
of the priory, the two coffers were dug up. The inscription in raised letters on
The Cluniac Reforms were a series of changes within medieval monasticism of the Western Church focused on
restoring the traditional monastic life, encouraging art, and caring for the poor. The movement began within the
Benedictine order at Cluny, founded in 910 by William I, Duke of Aquitaine (875-918).
21 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewes_Priory
20

one was “Willme” and on the other was “Gondrada”. In these coffers were found
the bones of the earl and his countess. From measurements made of these bones,
William was six feet one or two inches in height, and Gundreda five feet eight
inches, which was very tall for the times in which they lived.
Appendix 3: More about Rollon
Rollon (also Rollo) came from a noble warrior family of Scandinavian origin.
After making himself independent of the Norwegian king Harald Fairhair, he
sailed off to Scotland, Ireland, England and Flanders on pirating expeditions, and
took part in raids along France’s Seine River. Rollo won a reputation as a great
leader of Viking rovers in Ireland and Scotland, and emerged as the outstanding
personality among the Norsemen who had secured a permanent foothold on
Frankish soil in the valley of the lower Seine. Charles the Simple, the king of West
Francia, ceded them lands between the mouth of the Seine and what is now the
city of Rouen in exchange for Rollo agreeing to end his brigandage, and provide
the Franks with his protection against further incursion by Norse war bands.
Appendix 4: Impact of the Norman Conquest on the English Language
One important outcome of the Norman Conquest was the introduction of a new
nobility in England. Many of the English upper class had been killed on the
battlefield at Hastings. Those who escaped were treated as traitors, and the
places of both alike were filled by William’s Norman followers. In 1072, only one
of the twelve earls in England was an Englishman, and he was executed four
years later. For several generations after the Norman Conquest, the important
positions and the great estates were almost always held by Normans or men of
foreign blood. The members of the new ruling class were sufficiently
predominant to continue to use their own language – Anglo-Norman, a northern
dialect of Old French. For two hundred years after the Norman Conquest, French
remained the language of the upper classes in England. French was also used in
all official government, including the courts.
What the English language would have been like if William the Conqueror had
not succeeded in making good his claim to the English throne can only be a
matter of conjecture. It would probably have pursued much the same course as
the other Germanic languages, retaining perhaps more of its inflections and
preserving a preponderantly Germanic vocabulary, and incorporating words
from other languages much less freely. In particular, it would have lacked the
greater part of that enormous number of French words, which today make

English seem, on the side of vocabulary, almost as much a Romance as a
Germanic language. The Norman Conquest changed the whole course of the
English language.
Appendix 5: More about Matilda of Flanders
Recall that Matilda of Flanders (the shortest Queen of England) was the wife of
William the Conqueror (subsequently King William I of England). She was the
granddaughter of Robert, King of France. And her line goes back to Hugh Capet,
the King of Franks (not called France until later). And Hugh Capet was seven
generations removed from Charlemagne, the first Holy Roman Emperor.

Matilda of Flanders
Wife of William the Conqueror and Queen consort of England

Matilda was the daughter of Baldwin V, Count of Flanders and Adèle of France,
herself daughter of King Robert II of France.
Even after William conquered England and became its king, it took her more than
a year to visit the kingdom. Despite having been crowned queen, she spent most
of her time in Normandy, governing the duchy, supporting her brother’s interests
in Flanders, and sponsoring ecclesiastic houses there. Only one of her children
was born in England.
Matilda was crowned queen on 11 May 1068 in Westminster during the feast of
Pentecost, in a ceremony presided over by the archbishop of York. Three new
phrases were incorporated to cement the importance of English consorts, stating
that the Queen was divinely placed by God, shares in royal power, and blesses
her people by her power and virtue.

Matilda bore William nine or ten children. He was believed to have been faithful
to her and never produced a child outside their marriage. Despite her royal
duties, Matilda was deeply invested in her children’s well-being. All were known
for being remarkably educated. Her daughters were educated and taught to read
Latin at Sainte-Trinité in Caen, founded by Matilda and William in response to the
recognition of their marriage.
Appendix 6: More about the Earl of Surrey
The Earl of Surrey is a title in the Peerage of England. By means of review, it was
first created in 1088 for William de Warenne, as a reward for loyal service to
William the Conqueror during the Norman Conquest of England. This title was
held by William de Warenne’s son and grandson, both also named William, and
then by the husbands of Isabella, daughter of the third William de Warenne. The
first of these was William of Blois, son of King Stephen, and the second was
Hamelin Plantagenet, half-brother of King Henry II. The latter took the de
Warenne surname, and a son, grandson, and great-great-grandson of Hamelin
and Isabella subsequently held the earldom.
John de Warenne (1286–1347), 7th Earl of Surrey, was the last Warenne Earl of
Surrey.22 With the “failure” of the de Warenne male line in 1347 (that is, John de
Warenne didn’t have any sons), the earldom passed to Richard FitzAlan, 10 th Earl
of Arundel, who was a nephew of the last de Warenne earl, although he did not
assume the title until after the death of the previous earl’s widow in 1351. It was
also held by Richard FitzAlan’s son, who forfeited it upon his execution in 1397.
But wait – how can this be? Aren’t we descended from this line of Warrens, and
didn’t they still have the Warren surname when Thomas Warren (1604-1677)
immigrated to Virginia? But John de Warenne, 7th Earl of Surrey, didn’t have any
sons to carry on the family name (and the earldom).
One again, Wikipedia to the rescue. “On 25 May 1306, John de Warenne (7 th Earl
of Surrey) married Joan of Bar, daughter of count Henry III of Bar and Eleanor of
England, eldest daughter of King Edward I of England. The two were soon
estranged and lived apart, and had no children, though the marriage was never
dissolved. Warenne instead took up with Matilda (Maud) de Nerford, by whom
he had several illegitimate children, and later with Isabella Holland, sister of
Thomas Holland, later earl of Kent.”23
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And, as it turns out, we are descended from Sir Edward Warren of Poynton &
Stockport (1315–1368), one of the illegitimate sons of John de Warenne, 7 th Earl
of Surrey.
All of the 7th Earl of Surrey’s “relationships” are shown in this excerpt from John
Newport’s excellent Warren family tree on the Ancestry.com website:24

Just for completeness, here is a list of all of the de Warren family members who
held the title Earl of Surrey. The numbering of the earls follows the Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography; some sources number Isabel’s (Isabella’s)
husbands as the fourth and fifth earls, increasing the numbering of the later earls
by one.
 William de Warenne, 1st Earl of Surrey (d. 1088)
 William de Warenne, 2nd Earl of Surrey (d. 1138), earldom attainted in
1101, restored 1103
 William de Warenne, 3rd Earl of Surrey (1119–1148)
 Isabel de Warenne, Countess of Surrey (d. 1203)
o William I, Count of Boulogne, Earl of Surrey (1137?–1159), her first
husband, younger son of King Stephen of England.
o Hamelin de Warenne, Earl of Surrey (d. 1202), her second husband,
illegitimate son of Geoffrey V of Anjou. He was called de Warenne
after his marriage.
 William de Warenne, 5th Earl of Surrey (d. 1240)
 John de Warenne, 6th Earl of Surrey (1231–1304)
 John de Warenne, 7th Earl of Surrey (1286–1347), grandson.
24
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At this point, the Earldom passed on to the FitzAlan family:
 Richard FitzAlan, 10th Earl of Arundel, 8th Earl of Surrey (1313–1376),
nephew.
 Richard FitzAlan, 11th Earl of Arundel, 9th Earl of Surrey (1346–1397,
forfeited 1397)
 Thomas FitzAlan, 12th Earl of Arundel, 10th Earl of Surrey (1381–1415,
restored 1400)
It didn’t always pay to be the Earl of Surrey. On 12 July 1397, Richard FitzAlan,
9th Earl of Surrey, was arrested for his opposition to King Richard II, as well as
plotting to imprison the king. He stood trial at Westminster and was found
guilty. He was beheaded on 21 September 1397 and was buried in the church of
the Augustin Friars, Bread Street, London. Tradition holds that his final words
were said to the executioner, “Torment me not long, strike off my head in one
blow”.
And the 9th Earl of Surrey wasn’t the only Earl of Surrey who was beheaded! On
19 January 1547, Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, was executed by beheading on
Tower Hill.25 He had become the Earl of Surrey in 1524 when his grandfather
died and his father became Duke of Norfolk.
King Henry VIII became convinced that Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, had
planned to usurp the crown from his son Edward. The King had the Earl
imprisoned and sentenced to death on 13 January 1547, and beheaded for
treason on 19 January 1547. He was laid to rest at All Hallows-by-the-Tower (All
Hallows Barking), but was moved in 1614 by his son Henry, Earl of Northampton,
to a beautiful tomb in the family church, St. Michael’s at Framlingham.

Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey
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